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SPANISH 

 

CARIBBEAN ADVANCED PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION 

 

MAY/JUNE 2009 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

Overall candidate performance was generally satisfactory on both Units of this year‟s examination.  

However, in Unit 1 candidates performed better on Paper 01 than on Papers 02 and 03.  Performance 

remained consistent on Paper 04, the Internal Assessment.  In Unit 2, candidates performed better 

overall on Papers 01, 02 and 04. 

 

DETAILED COMMENTS 

 

UNIT 1 

 

Paper 01 – Listening Comprehension 

 

The Listening Comprehension component in Unit 1 was fairly well done by the majority of the 

candidates.  This paper required candidates to respond to a series of questions based on five short 

selections and one extended interview.  These questions were set in English and candidates were 

required to respond in English.  The topics were set in line with the modules of the syllabus, as well as 

with candidates‟ experiences in their age range.   

 

Section A – Short Selections 

 

Selection 1  

 

This selection dealt with some of the characteristics and accomplishments of Tito Beltrán, a young 

operatic singer who was born in Chile.  

 

(a) Many candidates responded correctly to this question which asked who this 

individual was. 

 

(b) There were varying incorrect responses for this item which requested the reason for 

Beltrán‟s travel to Europe in the 1980‟s. These included: “he went to study vocals”, 

“he wanted to live and study in Europe” as well as “he went to open a music studio”. 

 

(c) Many of the candidates were able to list three words to describe Beltrán. Some 

misguided answers such as “intelligent, sincere, tenor” were given. There was even a 

case where one candidate misinterpreted Beltrán as “an extremely hot and technical 

city”. 

 

(d) Several candidates were unable to correctly state what was his approach to music. 

Instead of indicating that “he was very careful with his technique”, many opined that 

“he was diligent in studying music”, “he sang according to his feelings”, or that “he 

collaborated with Mario Lanza to do Techno”.  In some cases, candidates chose not to 

attempt this particular question at all. 

 

(e) Many candidates were able to confidently state that Tito‟s intelligent and sincere 

interpretation of each song was the most impressive aspect of his CD.  

 



3 

Selection 2 

This selection focused on a study carried out on the positive effects that pure oxygen can have on cuts 

and wounds when applied briefly by bag for ninety minutes on a daily basis.  

 

(a) While there were many candidates who were able to state the importance of oxygen 

according to the extract, others gave “general knowledge” responses which bore no 

relevance to the selection.  For instance, many stated that “oxygen helps you to 

breathe better”, “it helps the respiratory system for effective breathing” or “without 

oxygen, the body could not work”.  In addition, many candidates substituted “wound” 

with “liver”. 

 

(b) This question was very well answered by most candidates. 

 

(c) A few candidates confused the number of patients involved in the study with the total 

number of wounds they had and so, mistakenly wrote the number 56 instead of 30.  

 

(d) This particular question posed the most difficulty for candidates who were expected 

to supply all of the necessary details concerning how the treatment was administered.  

For instance, many claimed that the “treatment was administered to the patient” and 

so, did not specify the word “wound”.  Moreover, many responses either saw the 

exclusion of the word “bag” or, interpreted “bolsa” to mean “ball”, “bottle” or “tank”. 

 

(e) This question was generally well answered. However, incorrect responses exhibited a 

high degree of guesswork.  Included among the types of wounds treated in this 

manner were “asthma patients”, “people with problems with the alphabet”, “burns”, 

“respiratory ailments” and “stabbings”. 

 

Selection 3 

 

This selection discussed the planting of plastic trees in various countries in the North African desert 

so as to mimic the natural function of the forest.  Consequently, the problem of deforestation would be 

solved as these would not be destroyed for wood; and there would be no need for irrigation. 

 

(a) This question was poorly interpreted resulting in answers that were unclear.  Many 

responses suggested that “North Africa will now turn into deserts due to 

deforestation”. 

 

(b) This question posed little difficulty. 

 

(c) Candidates attempted to state the function of the product concisely but expression 

proved challenging.  Some examples included: “it allowed to better the quality of the 

rain” and “it is used to make paper”. 

 

(d) Although several candidates answered correctly, there were still others who gave 

unclear responses.  One advantage of the product was given as: “they don‟t depend on 

regulators” and “there will be some dangers trees normally face”. 

 

 

Selection 4 

 

This selection which required candidates to tick the correct answer was done very well by the vast 

majority of candidates. 
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Selection 5 

 

This selection highlighted the importance of ecotourism and its effects on the environment. 

 

(a) The majority of the candidates gave good responses to this item which requested the 

reason for ecotourism being described as a contemporary phenomenon. 

 

(b) Many candidates gave vague responses to this question which asked for two problems 

arising from failure to take care of the environment.  Given responses such as “the 

environment will be affected negatively”, “there will be much rain” and “the rivers 

will overflow”, all indicated that candidates did not refer exclusively to the extract for 

their responses. 

 

(c) Many candidates were able to correctly state the best way to recycle garbage. 

 

(d) This question required candidates to state one negative effect on a country‟s economy 

of a failure to pay attention to environmental matters.  It posed the greatest difficulty 

for candidates.  Instead of indicating that one negative effect would be “no 

investment in the tourism industry”, many made mention of “the economy losing 

money” or that “the tourism industry will be affected negatively”. 

 

 

 

Section B – Extended Interview 

 

Selection 6 

 

The sixth selection was an interview with the President of Mexico about the housing problems in his 

country. 

 

Part 1 

Many candidates were able to state at least two of the three benefits derived from citizens owning 

their own home.  

 

(a) Many candidates correctly provided the number 800,000 as the amount of homes that 

the government will have to build each year in order for citizens to own their own 

homes.  A few inaccurate figures such as 80,000 and 8 million were given. 

 

(b) In describing the housing programme, the President stated that it was the most 

widespread and ambitious in the country‟s history, yet, some candidates described the 

programme as “restoring the history of Mexico” and “raising the ambitions of the 

world”, to give two examples. 

 

(c) This question attracted a wide range of responses, some being accurate while others 

were totally irrelevant.  Some candidates believed that the main purpose of the 

programme, according to the President, was “to give man a chance to be in charge of 

a household” or “to restore the history of the country”, instead of giving families the 

opportunity to improve their well-being or lifestyle.  

 

(d) Very few candidates were able to clearly state that the banks were involved in making 

the programme a success by offering financing at low interest rates.  Rather, some 

candidates believed that “the banks gave government money thus making it easier to 

buy materials”; “banks involved in the programme work with them and are allowed to 

charge a tax” or that “their role was to help the poor in the society”.  
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Part 2 

(e) This question was not well answered.  Many candidates, instead of stating how the 

lifestyles of those who received houses would improve, seemed confused by the use 

of no  and sino in the selection and decided instead to list what would not happen to 

these recipients. 

 

(f) For persons in Mexico who could not access loans, many candidates were of the 

opinion that “persons received subsidiaries”, “people needed somewhere to live in 

winter” or that “loans were subsidized”.  Very few understood that the Government 

would provide subsidies to pay their rent or that they would sell them land at very 

low prices so that individuals with scarce means could build their own houses. 

 

(g) Many good attempts were made regarding the international organizations that will 

assist and the form of assistance that they would give.  However, many were still 

unable to gain full marks because they mentioned the organization but not the type of 

assistance given. 

 

 

Paper 02 – Reading and Writing 

 

Section A – Reading Comprehension 

 

In this section of Paper 02, candidates are presented with two passages, both in Spanish, and are 

required to respond to questions based on the material.  For passage 1, candidates are asked to respond 

to the material in English to questions asked in English.  For passage 2 the questions are in Spanish 

and they are required to respond in Spanish. 

 

Passage 1 - Los españoles cuidan cada vez  más su dieta. 

 

This was a compulsory question which tested the candidates‟ ability to understand a passage in 

contemporary Spanish based on a topic of interest.  Questions (a) to (e) for this passage required 

candidates to respond in English to questions asked in English. Questions (f) to (j) required candidates 

to provide synonyms taken from the passage to the items presented. 

 

Judging from the responses given, the topic of this passage appeared to be of interest to candidates.  

Overall, candidates were able to gain reasonably good scores, with 52 per cent of candidates scoring 

at least 14 out of the maximum 24 marks. There was evidence that, generally, the vocabulary 

presented was fairly well understood. 

 

(a)(i) While most candidates were able to correctly identify the type of diet asked for in this 

question, there were quite a few instances where candidates listed the features of the 

diet, rather than identifying the type.  Candidates are reminded to pay special 

attention to the requirements of the question and respond appropriately.  

  

(ii)  This was also well done by most candidates.  Many candidates were able to identify 

the four reasons that were required.  In some cases, candidates incorrectly translated 

the words grasa (given as grass in quite a number of responses) and peso (translated 

as money in a few responses). On the other hand, there were candidates who gave 

these reasons as their answer for Part (i), and, as a result, provided unnecessary 

information for Part (ii).  

 

(b)(i)  This question was also well handled by the majority of candidates who were able to 

identify the lack of time as the reason for the choice of prepared or semi-prepared 
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foods.  There were a few cases where there was a misunderstanding of the vocabulary 

needed to correctly answer this question, especially the words falta and tiempo.  

These were translated as fault or falt and the word tiempo was used in the English.  

An example of such an answer was “…because of the fault of tiempo…”.  This 

obviously showed a lack of understanding and no marks were awarded to such an 

answer.  

 

      (b)(ii) Generally, candidates were able to give complete answers for Part (b)(ii).  Some 

candidates, however, answered by attempting a word for word translation of the 

material and while the answers were identifiable, not enough care was given to the 

wording of the answers.  Candidates should be asked to ensure that the answers that 

they provide are coherent to the reader. 

 

(c) This was the most poorly answered question by many candidates.  The responses 

indicate that candidates were not sure what a paradox was, and as such, were unable 

to explain it.  As was the case of Part (b)(ii), candidates attempted to answer this 

question by translating the sentences in the passages.  A fair number of candidates 

were unaware that the comma in the percentages given is the way the English decimal 

point equivalent is written in Spanish, and as such gave statistics of 3 and 7 per cent 

and even in some cases 37 per cent.  

 

(d) The misunderstanding of the comma in percentages was also evident in the response 

to question (d) where 3,5 per cent and 3,2 per cent were seen often.  Candidates also 

misinterpreted the phrase “…su presencia en la cesta de la compra se incrementó…”. 

Some candidates translated this to mean that there was more milk on the market 

rather than the fact that consumers were buying more milk. The statistics given for 

this question were also misused in some instances, with candidates saying that …3.2 

per cent more people are buying milk and the cost rose by 3.7 per cent.  

 

(e) The majority of candidates were able to state that cakes or pastries were the products 

that consumers were unable to resist.  However, some candidates gave bread and 

pastelles as the answer. 

 

(f)-(j)  The synonyms section of the questions was fairly well handled, with the majority of 

candidates correctly identifying at least 4 out of the 5 synonyms.  The items that were 

most problematic were (f) a pesar de which some candidates gave as su peso and (j) 

subió, to which a surprising number of candidates gave the synonym as perdió. 

 

Passage 2 - Cuestionado, pero al rescate del Amazonas 

 

This question presented challenges to some candidates.  It was not as well done as Question 1.  As 

noted in previous reports, candidates continue to disregard the instruction to respond in their own 

words.  Also, too many responses were weak in terms of expression and grammar, specifically in the 

use of tenses, subject verb agreement and vocabulary usage.  While many candidates included all of 

the relevant points in their responses, there were some who did not mention the environmental groups, 

but merely stated that „people‟ doubted the new minister‟s ability to stop deforestation in the Amazon. 

 

(a) This question was well answered by most candidates.  

 

(b) This question was also well answered by most candidates. 

 

(c) This was the least challenging question for almost all candidates who were able to 

provide four reasons why the applicant was best suited to the post. 
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(d) This question was one of the more challenging ones. Some candidates simply rewrote 

excerpts from the passage. The use of the Imperfect Subjunctive (disminuyera) 

seemed to confuse some candidates who did not understand that the levels of 

deforestation had decreased prior to the recent increases.  However, most candidates 

were able to indicate why the producers of soya were angry with the new minister. 

 

(e)(i)  Several candidates either rewrote excerpts from the passage or provided very vague 

responses such as "se ve que la economía es una prioridad para el gobierno el boom 

económico en las exportaciones".  In other words, they responded by repeating key 

words from the question and then quoted parts of the text. 

 

(ii)  The majority of candidates provided adequate responses but again these were plagued 

by many grammatical errors such as inappropriate use of tenses, subject-verb 

agreement and noun-adjective agreement. 

 

Additional Comments 

 

1. Teachers are asked to encourage their students to use blue or black ink in the 

examination and to write legibly.  In some instances candidates wrote their answers in 

pencil.  This caused much difficulty for examiners who marked these scripts. 

 

2. The final question for Passage 2 is usually an opinion question.  Some candidates are 

not expressing their opinions adequately.  In some instances they simply regurgitate 

information from the passage.  While examiners are not looking for extensive 

answers, many times those that are given are too superficial.  One way in which 

teachers could guide their students in answering this question is by telling them to 

make a point and support the point with some level of detail. 

 

Section B – Essays 

 

In this section candidates are required to write an essay in SPANISH of 250 - 300 words on one of 

five topics.  This section tests the candidate‟s ability to express himself/herself in Spanish in an 

analytical and logical manner related to the theme as outlined in Module 2 of the syllabus: “La 

Sociedad y Los Asuntos Sociales.”  The candidates‟ performance is judged by the way in which they 

are able to show organization and coverage of the topic, relevance and inclusion of facts, ideas and 

opinions.  The essays are expected to be well argued and structured.  The correctness of expression is 

measured by how well the candidates are able to use a wide range of vocabulary and idioms as well as 

demonstrate accuracy of grammatical structures.  

 

Candidates who performed well were those who interpreted the questions correctly.  In the excellent 

essays there was also very good expression and an easy flow of the language with appropriate 

vocabulary.  The weaker candidates were unable to express themselves clearly, which resulted in 

many contradicting themselves.  The language was expressed in a form of literal translation with only 

a satisfactory grasp of essential structures. 

 

Question 3. “La religión ha perdido credibilidad en el mundo moderno.”  Discute. 

 

This question was not well done.  Few candidates were able to give valid examples like sex scandals 

in the church, or Christians living a life contrary to what they are preaching.  In the majority of the 

responses, candidates stated that people did not have time to go to church because they were too busy 

and only made an attempt during Christmas and special days.  There were very few essays that really 

tied in the credibility aspect or made any comparison in the modern world. 

 

Question 4. “La discriminación social y racial son dos caras de la misma moneda.”  ¿Estás de 

acuerdo? 



8 

Although those who attempted this question made a fair attempt, it was not a popular choice.  The 

essays indicated that the candidates misunderstood what was required.  The two types of 

discrimination were discussed but the candidate‟s position was not always clear.  

 

Question 5. “Si no se hacen cambios drásticos al sistema jurídico no se podrá resolver el problema 

del crimen en la sociedad.”  ¿Qué opinas? 

 

This was a very popular question, although many candidates simply stated the problems and explained 

why they exist.  The candidates who performed well on this question argued that not only must there 

be changes in the system but also that the home (family unit), school and community must work 

together for the problem to be resolved, together with government spending on eradicating some 

social ills, for example, poverty.  Expressions in Spanish were often a literal translation, for example, 

“el penalty de muerte” : *“influido personas llegar a cabo tal acciones ellos resultan a crimen.” 

 

Question 6. “La solución de la drogadicción es simplemente la abstinencia.”  ¿Estás de acuerdo?  

 

This was a very popular choice among the candidates.  The majority defined what drug addiction was 

and why people use drugs or become addicts.  Some even made the point that there may be addiction 

to legal over-the-counter or prescribed drugs.  Few responses explained how abstinence may or may 

not be the answer to drug addiction or offered alternative solutions.  Expression in Spanish was a 

major hurdle for these candidates. 

 

Errors noted in some scripts were: 

 

*Claro ver en sociedad que util de drogas es todo /como adictivo realmente son 

*Gustan el sientidad cuando util drogas / usan les /amigos son usas 

*cuando la gente comenzar a fumar es duro s‟arreter 

 

Question 7.  “Si los gobiernos gastan más dinero en la educación, se resolverá el problema del 

fracaso escolar.”  ¿Qué piensas de esta declaración? 

 

Many candidates attempted this question with quite a few focusing on why education is important and 

what were the benefits to be derived.  There was a general agreement that the government should 

spend more on increasing the number of schools, provide transport and access to schools as well as 

provide technology in the classroom and training for the teachers.  Smaller classes meant greater 

attention to individual students and less failure.  However, many candidates made the point that in 

spite of government‟s increased spending, there are many reasons why there may still be failure.  This 

question provided a wide range of scores but a lack of mastery of essential grammatical structures was 

a major shortcoming in the responses. 

 

In addition to a notable lack of structured essays, areas of general weakness were: 

 

1. Inappropriate vocabulary  for example, el facto; derecho for “correct”;  están pregnante 

2. Agreement:  Subject/verb; noun/adjective especially with gustar/gente  

3. The use of negatives for example, es no practican / hay no/ ningúno(with accent) 

4. Spelling - double letters for example,”ss” “dd”  

5. Accents - lack of accents or multiple accents on one word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*-Indicates a form that is grammatically incorrect. 
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Paper 03 – Literary Analysis and Themes 

 

Section A – Literary Analysis 

 

This section requires candidates to answer one of four question based on the following prescribed 

texts:- Felices Días Tío Sergio, 17 narradoras latinoamericanas, La familia de Pascual Duarte and 

Crónica de una muerte anunciada.  Candidates are required to read a literary extract and comment on 

character, plot, setting and simple literary techniques.  

 

Question 1.  Felices Días Tío Sergio 

 

This passage was attempted by 23 per cent of the candidates.  Although only 6 per cent of candidates 

scored between 14-16 marks, the mean score was 8.53 out of a possible 16. 

 

(a) This part of the question was well done.  Candidates mentioned adjectives such as 

sucio, despintado abandonado, viejo.  The second part of the question which required 

candidates to explain the function of these adjectives was poorly done.  Most 

candidates merely gave a generic explanation of the function of adjectives.  Very few 

realized that these adjectives showed abandonment/decay.  Some stated that they 

showed the narrator‟s feelings about her city.  

 

(b) Although this question was generally well done, a few candidates still do not 

understand the concept of narrative point of view.  It is often mistaken for their 

personal point of view of the extract.  Those who scored full marks on this question 

were able to recognize that the narrator was first person.  Very few stated that the 

narrator was subjective. 

 

(c) This question was generally well done.  Candidates recognized that the questions 

demonstrated the protagonist‟s feelings about her country in comparison to other 

countries.  Very few candidates stated that the question showed a lack of patriotism. 

Candidates also accurately explained the fact that the protagonist‟s country was 

limited and lacked values. 

 

(d) Many candidates related that she felt angry, frustrated and sad about the state of her 

country.  They supported this with the use of appropriate quotes which gave an idea 

of the country‟s lack of values.  

 

 

Question 2.  La casa nueva (17 narradoras latinoamericanas) 

 

This passage was attempted by 39 per cent of the candidates but only 3 per cent scored in the 14-16 

category, with 25 per cent scoring 4 or fewer marks out of a possible 16 marks. 

 

(a) Although many candidates correctly identified the adjectives/descriptions which 

demonstrated contrast, they compared the area of Gutemberg to the narrator‟s house 

and not the general area of San Rafael. Few candidates mentioned that there was a 

contrast of emotions and not a contrast in the physical environment as anticipated. 

 

(b) Most candidates made reference to the entire novel and failed to give adequate 

support from the passage as asked. Teachers are encouraged to remind their students 

that they must refer to the passage before them, and not to the entire novel, when 

answering questions for Section A Paper 3 Unit 1. 

 

(c)(i)  Most candidates adequately explained the tone correctly. 
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(c)(ii)  Very few candidates used appropriate quotations, most gave general generic 

explanations.  Only a few candidates were able to identify that the narrator was first 

person and as such the reader was able to get an idea of her feelings from that 

narrative perspective.  

 

(d) Candidates generally were able to identify that “la” referred to “la ropa”, and 

mentioned the protagonist‟s hopes for a better future with a new house. 

 

Question 3.  La familia de Pascual Duarte 

 

This passage was attempted by 11 per cent of the candidates and was poorly answered, resulting in a 

mean score of 5.60 out of a possible 16 marks. 

 

(a) Few candidates mentioned the narrator‟s intentions of ultimately going to the 

Americas.  Many candidates gave a general synopsis of the novel and did not limit 

their responses to the extract.  

(b) This question was generally well done.  Candidates were able to identify the first 

person narrator, but few mentioned he was also the protagonist. 

(c) Many candidates were able to identify qualities that Pascual exhibited but few 

supported these with citations/quotations from the text. 

(d) Many candidates correctly identified the literary device used.  However, explanations 

of its use lacked analysis. 

 

Question 4.  Crónica de una muerte anunciada 

 

This passage was attempted by 27 per cent of the candidates and was also poorly answered with a 

performance similar to Question 3. 

 

(a) Although candidates understood the plot of the passage, there were too many 

allusions to the novel as a whole.  Some candidates mentioned that Santiago Nasar 

was already dead.  Candidates must be reminded that the plot refers to the main 

events in sequential order. 

 

(b) Explanations given by candidates in their answers to this question did not adequately 

highlight why Santiago Nasar was controversial.  A lot of irrelevant information was 

given by some candidates.  Few candidates explained that the character in question 

was liked by some, and disliked by others, thus making him controversial. 

 

(c) (i)  Candidates scored high marks on this question, with in-depth explanations. 

 

(ii) This part was poorly done. Even though candidates were able to identify the mood, it 

was not well explained. Some stated that Santiago Nasar knew he was going to die. 

 

(d) In this question few candidates demonstrated comprehension of the quotation.  The 

expression was translated literally by many which inevitably led to incorrect 

responses. Few candidates were able to identify the loss of courage on the part of 

Indalecio Pardo.  
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Section B – Themes 

 

Candidates are required to choose one essay topic from the thematic areas: “La Juventud”, for which 

the prescribed texts are Felices Días Tío Sergio, and three short stories from the collection                

17 narradoras latinoamericanas; and “El Individuo y la Sociedad”, with prescribed texts Cronica de 

una muerte anunciada  and La familia de Pascual Duarte.  They are required to write an essay of    

350 - 400 words on the topic chosen. 

 

Overall candidates‟ performance was considered satisfactory. 

Examiners were looking for well-structured, balanced essays, for example, a brief, relevant 

introduction, followed by 4-5 brief points/paragraphs supported by either short quotations from the 

novel or references to particular scenes/incidents, and then brought to closure by a brief conclusion, 

which was not simply a rehashing of the introduction. 

 

The best essays followed this pattern with candidates showing familiarity with the content, characters 

and events of the novel, focusing on the main points of the question or referring to the question 

periodically, and showing not merely knowledge and comprehension, but the ability to apply the same 

to the question through careful analysis, synthesis and their own evaluation/interpretation as it related 

to the question.  The best essays also followed the rubric of the question in terms of word limit. 

 

Question 5. “Adult issues are of no concern to youths. They are too busy trying to negotiate the 

hurdles of adolescence.” Comment.  

 

Candidates could have used either text, Tío Sergio or 17 narradoras to answer this question. The 

better answers came from candidates who used  Tío Sergio  as there are simply more examples to 

refer to in this novel.  Candidates using  17 narradoras  soon ran out of relevant material.  A number 

of candidates had difficulty identifying „adult issues‟ and the „hurdles of adolescence‟, and some 

candidates ignored the part of the question related to the said „hurdles‟. 

 

Question 6. “Even though adults may try to pass on their prejudices to children, the latter ultimately 

make their own decisions.” Do you agree? 

 

Candidates did not use enough material to sustain a discussion for the required number of words.  

These same candidates also had difficulty identifying prejudices and showed few links between 

prejudices and children making their own decisions. 

 

Question 7.  “The individual creates his/her own destiny.”  Discuss. 

 

The book that would have seemed most appropriate for this question would have been La familia de 

Pascual Duarte, although many candidates merely focused on Pascual‟s violent behaviour.  Many 

candidates did not seem too sure about how to interpret the word „destiny‟ and again ran into 

problems.  It appeared to examiners that there are at least four factors operating in an individual‟s life.  

Over some of these factors the individual has no control, over others he has limited control: “fate” in 

the form of birth and childhood/ethnicity/parents and the like; “circumstances”, the historical and 

social context of one‟s life; „what one makes of the circumstances‟ (how you play the hand you are 

dealt); and “luck”.  “Destiny” also conjures up ideas related to “destination” which implies one‟s 

journey through life. So the question seems to come down to “how much control do individuals have 

over their journey through life? Both texts for this theme would have provided many examples 

appropriate for a balanced answer to this question.  One protagonist starts life with nothing and the 

other seemingly with all he can desire. Both meet an unpleasant end. 
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Question 8.  “The goal of most individuals is to be accepted by society.”  Discuss. 

 

Both set books are appropriate for answering this question, which was quite well done.  Most 

candidates had a clear idea of what was meant by social acceptance and were able to relate it to the 

question set.  

 

Recommendations 

 

1. Summarizing and story telling will not be rewarded.  Examiners are already familiar with 

the texts and are looking for points that are relevant to the question and that show analysis 

and evaluation on the part of the candidate. 

 

2. It was clear from some scripts that candidates had relied heavily on a translation of the set 

text.  In some cases there was even the suspicion that this may have been the text that 

candidates had taken into the examination.  In no way is this to be condoned or permitted.  

 

3. Candidates must adhere to the word limit.  Some scripts were thousands of words long, 

and while they may have contained many valid and relevant points, examiners do not read 

beyond 450 words at most.  The tone of many essays was also very informal. This led to 

excessive use of words which produced an impression of deliberate padding and, to a 

certain extent, rambling. 

 

4. Poor handwriting and spelling continue to be problems and cause for great concern, 

especially with regards to the spelling of common words. 

 

5. Quotations should be short, relevant and complete.  Candidates must avoid referring to 

the first three words and last three words of a quote, and citing page and edition.  For 

example, “El autobús de excursion … la sierra” is not a complete quotation.  Teachers 

are also encouraged to remind their students of the importance of ensuring that the quotes 

they use are accurate. 

 

6. We cannot overstate the importance of candidates thinking carefully before they commit 

themselves to a particular question and start writing.  Candidates should take time to 

decide which book they are going to use for Literary Analysis (Section A), and which for 

Themes (Section B). Some candidates seemed to do a very good Literary Analysis but 

were bereft of ideas when it came to Section B. 

 

7. Given that candidates are expected to refer to the three stories from 17 narradoras in their 

thematic essays it may be more advisable for candidates to focus on this text for Section 

A (Literary Analysis) and Tío Sergio  for Section B (Themes). 

 

UNIT 2 

 

Paper 01 – Listening Comprehension 

 

The Listening Comprehension component in Unit 2 was fairly well done by the majority of the 

candidates.  This paper required candidates to respond to a series of questions based on five short 

selections and one extended interview.  These questions were set in English and candidates were 

required to respond in English.  The topics were set in line with the modules of the syllabus, as well as 

with candidates‟ experiences in their age range. 
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Section A – Short Selections 

 

Selection 1 

 

This selection dealt with problems faced by users of online communities. 

 

(a) Although this question was generally well answered, some candidates seemed 

confused by the terminology “online communities” and made reference to 

“neighbourhoods” and “districts”. 

 

(b) Most candidates understood what effect the contacts had on those who made them 

such as making them feel more popular.  However, some believed that the effect was 

one of being “traumatized”. 

 

(c) When listing examples of three types of dangerous people one may encounter in 

online communities, candidates tended to show their knowledge of what could 

happen on the internet rather than what was indicated in the extract.  Some candidates 

therefore made mention of “stalkers”, “rapists”, “criminals”, “hackers” and 

“psychopaths”.  Teachers are encouraged to remind their students to focus only on the 

information they are listening to and not to their knowledge of a particular topic. 

 

(d) Many candidates understood fat persons as the ones who were mostly harassed.  

However, many more seemed unclear about the other groups of individuals and so, 

applied their own logic such as: people with “recessed” and “balding hair”, 

“physically and mentally challenged people” and those with “bodily disadvantages”.  

Others interpreted the expression “las de baja estatura” as people with “low 

economic status”.  

 

(e) The majority of the candidates answered this question very poorly and did not 

adequately state the basic problem of the victims.  For instance, one response was that 

the “victims are very emotional and due to this problem, often become fat over a 

period of time”. 

 

Selection 2 

 

This selection focused on Latin Americans now being able to seek Spanish citizenship as a result of 

migration reform in Spain. 

(a) A significant number of candidates were able to state clearly what Latin Americans 

were now able to do. 

 

(b) This question was also well interpreted though a few misunderstood “migratoria” as 

“immigration”.  Some also thought that there was a U.S reform in Spain or that travel 

to Spain and Latin American countries was now possible. 

 

(c) This question posed the most problems for candidates.  Many candidates thought that 

the group which could have benefited from the programme would have been 

“children of Spaniards who had been abandoned in Europe”; as opposed to Spanish 

children whose parents left the country because of economic hardship. 

 

(d) Many candidates were able to mention the persecution and violence during the Civil 

War and Franco‟s regime as the reason why Spaniards had to leave their country 

between 1936 and 1955.  There were a few cases nonetheless, where candidates gave 

incomplete responses and so failed to include the portion of the answer dealing with 
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the regime.  In other cases, candidates even made reference to the “genocide of the 

Jews” as a possible motive. 

 

Selection 3 

 

This passage made mention of Cuba‟s desire to increase the number of British tourists travelling to 

the island. 

 

(a) Many candidates clearly understood that tourist numbers were to be increased and 

several specified British tourists. 

 

(b) Confusion arose here as many candidates believed that the Ministry of Tourism and 

the Ministry of Finance (incorrect interpretation of “confianza”) were the two groups 

solicited to assist with this venture. 

 

(c) Many were able to indicate that Cuba was trying to promote a positive image of itself. 

 

(d) Most candidates were content to say that it was necessary to encourage tourists to 

come to Cuba.  Others thought that it was “necessary to create a good image for 

tourism to the world”. 

 

Selection 4  

 

This selection dealt with opposing views between the University of Yale and Peru concerning the 

return of archaeological pieces from Machu Picchu. 

 

(a) Candidates were generally confused or unsure of the two parties involved. 

Consequently, examiners saw examples of “Colombia and the Incan Matthew 

Picchu”. 

 

(b) Many candidates lost at least one mark as they misinterpreted “piezas arqueológicas” 

to mean “ecological” pieces. 

 

(c) Most candidates recognized the number ninety.  However, others confused “noventa” 

with “veinte” and so wrote the number “twenty”. 

 

(d) This question was either inadequately handled or omitted altogether.  Few candidates 

understood that the contention was between whether or not the pieces were on loan or 

if they were donated.  The remainder of the candidates wrote responses such as: “too 

much violence versus lack of protection” or that “one party claimed that the pieces 

belonged to them because of history and the other claimed that they found them and 

they will not give it back to them unless they were compensated”. 

 

Selection 5  

 

This passage focused on UNESCO‟s report about the sustainability of agricultural practices.  

(a) Many candidates seemed unclear as to what was contained in the report.  

 

(b) Several candidates seemed to have grasped the concept of a “third” of the world‟s 

land having deteriorated.  Others however, interpreted “una tercera parte de la tierra 

del mundo” as three quarters of the Earth or even thirty per cent of Third World 

countries having done the same. 

 

(c) Most candidates answered this item successfully. 
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(d) There were many instances of confusion in responses which showed that candidates 

were unsure as to the two groups that should be included in this type of system.  For 

instance, candidates‟ responses included information such as: “eco-friendly 

productions”, “new producers”, “indigenous groups” and “other productive groups in 

agriculture”. 

 

Section B – Extended Interview 

 

Selection 6 

 

This interview explored a new computer programme called “Menéame” – created by Mr Ricardo 

Galli. 

 

Part 1 

(a) Many candidates were able to state the purpose of the second server. 

 

(b) This question proved quite challenging.  The majority of candidates were unable to 

give a good account of the term “complete connectivity” based on Mr Galli‟s 

interview.  Examiners therefore saw wide and varied responses with an example 

being “it permits us to use equal parts that are compatible”. 

 

(c)  Again, a high number of candidates were unable to answer the question confidently 

and so could not explain the MAIN problem of Menéame. Many were only able to 

grasp the idea of it dying out but added that it would be “for a short while”.  Others 

suggested that “it costs little” or that Menéame could not “think for itself”. 

 

(d) The majority of candidates provided accurate answers to this question. 

 

Part 2 

(e) Many varied responses were offered concerning challenges that the product faced, but 

few captured fully the professionalizing of the software as one of them.  Additionally, 

while many grasped the idea of publicizing, they did not include “in the media” in 

their responses. 

 

(f) This question was answered relatively well. 

 

(g) Several candidates heard the number six million euros, but far more did not specify 

that there were several offers made in excess of that figure. 

 

(h) Many candidates were unable to answer this question correctly. This was mainly 

because of misinterpretation of words used in the selection, for example, “ingresos”. 

 

 

Paper 02 – Reading and Writing 

 

Section A – Reading Comprehension 

 

In this section of Paper 02, candidates are presented with two passages, both in Spanish, and are 

required to respond to questions based on the material.  For passage 1, candidates are asked to respond 

to the material in English to questions asked in English.  For passage 2 the questions are in Spanish 

and they are required to respond in Spanish. 
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Passage 1 – Atentado en Colombia 

This was a compulsory question which tested the candidates‟ ability to understand a passage in 

contemporary Spanish based on a topic of interest. Questions (a) to (d) for this passage required 

candidates to respond in English to questions asked in English. Questions (e) to (i) required 

candidates to provide synonyms taken from the passage to the items presented. 

 

This question was generally well done by most candidates, there being a mean score of 18.27 out of a 

possible 24 marks. 

 

(a)(i) Most candidates gave correct responses, stating that the attacks occurred on Sunday 

morning. However, there was a very small percentage whose answers were the same 

as those given for (a) (ii), indicating perhaps that the opening lines of the passage 

were not well read. 

 

(ii) The majority of candidates understood that the bars and clubs were closing and 

people were returning home. A small number of candidates were too general in their 

responses, stating that a night of partying had just finished, ignoring the fact that 

people who were on their way home would have been in the streets at the time. 

 

(b)(i) There were several misinterpretations of the name of the group.  Several candidates 

interpreted “fuerzas armadas” as “strong armed”. 

 

(ii) Most candidates provided appropriate responses to this question. 

 

(c)(i) The majority of candidates understood that a motorcycle and a bomb were involved 

in the attack. There were some creative responses referring to suicide bombers and 

motorcycle riders setting off bombs. 

 

(ii) Most candidates provided correct responses to this question. 

 

(d)(i) This question was generally well answered. A small percentage of candidates made 

no reference to a small community. 

 

(ii) This question was generally well answered. 

 

(e)(i) This question proved to be the most challenging for many candidates, demonstrating 

an overall weakness in vocabulary.  

 

Passage 2 - Costa Rica - un modelo del ecoturismo. 

 

This was a compulsory question testing the candidates‟ ability to understand the passage in the target 

language and to respond in Spanish to questions asked in Spanish.  Overall this paper was understood 

by most candidates and judging from the responses seen, the material was interesting.  

 

This year more candidates attempted to answer questions in their own words.  There were only a few 

instances where candidates had to be penalized for lifting answers from the passage.  It must be noted, 

however, that in the attempts to answer in their own words, some of the answers were quite unclear, 

with instances of Anglicism and often poor choice of synonyms.  Grammar was also quite 

problematic in some instances.  It is to be noted that while candidates are not penalized for language, 

if the responses impede understanding of the answers, marks cannot be allotted.  Overall, candidates 

followed the instructions given, although there was an instance of a candidate responding in English 

to the questions. 
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(a) This question was very well handled by the majority of candidates.  Generally, all the 

details from the passage were cited in the responses.  A small number of candidates 

omitted one of the points and as a result, full marks were not awarded, but this was 

not the norm.  Candidates should again be reminded to heed the marks allotted to 

each question as they often reflect the number of points required in the answer.  

 

(b) This question also was fairly well answered, with the majority of candidates giving 

the three details from the passage. Some candidates, however, showed a lack of 

understanding of the phrase “…su excelente ubicación geográfica….”  This phrase 

was translated as the geography of the land, rather than the geographical location.  
 

(c)  Most candidates answered this question correctly although this was the question that  

was most frequently lifted directly from the passage.  

 

(d) This question proved a bit problematic for candidates.  It required that candidates 

make comparisons between Costa Rica and countries such as Colombia and Brazil.  

Many candidates gave information without making the necessary comparisons. 

Candidates also omitted the essential point of the kilometros cuadrados. The 

responses gave the detail of especies cada kilómetro rather than kilómetros 

cuadrados.  There was also some level of confusion with the number of species. 

Candidates interpreted the information that Costa Rica has 295 especies de árboles 

mientras que Colombia y Brasil tienen 35 y 6 especies.  The number of species per 

square kilometre was not understood by these candidates.  

 

(e)  In their answers to this question, many candidates gave too few details.  Many left 

out the fact that Costa Rica has been…pionero y líder en la implementación de 

estrategias de ecoturismo.  Candidates concentrated on the number of national parks 

and reserves that exist in the country.  Again, attention to marks allotted per question 

is vital when answering, as marks reflect the number of points needed.  

 

(f) Candidates did a good job in answering this question.  Answers given were quite 

coherent and appropriate to the topic. 

 

Additional Comments 

 

1 Teachers are asked to encourage their students to use blue or black ink in the 

examination and to write legibly.  In some instances candidates wrote their answers in 

pencil.  This caused much difficulty for examiners who marked these scripts. 

 

2 The final question on Passage 2 was an opinion question.  Some candidates did not 

express their opinions adequately.  In some instances they simply regurgitated 

information from the passage.  While examiners are not looking for extensive 

answers, many times those that are given are too superficial.  One way in which 

teachers could guide their students in answering this question is by telling them to 

make a point and support the point with some level of detail. 

 

Section B – Essays 

 

In this section candidates are required to write an essay in SPANISH of 250 - 300 words on one of 

five topics.  This section tests the candidates‟ ability to express themselves in Spanish in an analytical 

and logical manner related to the theme as outlined in Module 2 of the syllabus: “La Ciencia y La 

Tecnología.” 
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Candidates are expected to show organization and adequate coverage of the topic.  Their essays 

should also include facts, ideas and opinions and be well structured.  The correctness of expression is 

measured by how well the candidate is able to use a wide range of vocabulary and idioms, as well as 

demonstrate accuracy of grammatical structures.  General comments on the performance by 

candidates of each question are given below. 

 

Question 3. “Todos tienen el derecho de nacer...y de morir.”  ¿Qué opinas? 

 

Generally, candidates who attempted this question were unable to write a balanced essay.  Many 

essays focused on euthanasia, the right to take the life of someone who has killed another person, or 

the right to commit suicide. The right to be born was discussed in the light of cloning and abortion.  

Points of view were not well developed with irrelevant facts affecting coherence. “Morir” was often 

interpreted as “matar”.  Most candidates scored in the satisfactory category.  

 

Question 4. “ Hasta que las enfermedades como cólera y el tuberculosis ya no maten a gente, la 

medicina es un fracaso.”  ¿Estás de acuerdo? 

 

This was not a very popular choice.  Those candidates who did not perform well, did not seem to 

understand the question nor did they have any base for their viewpoint which was often unsupported.  

The candidates who performed well were able to present examples of success in medical research in 

treating previously untreatable diseases, in spite of the fact that people still die from cholera and 

tuberculosis.  Some candidates focused on cholera and tuberculosis and not on the failure of medicine.  

 

Question 5. “Los productos alimenticios modificados no son ni seguros ni útiles.”  ¿Qué piensas de 

esta declaración? 

 

Many candidates chose to write on this topic.  However, it proved to be quite a challenge for some of 

them.  Candidates seemed to have contradicted themselves, maybe because of misunderstanding the 

use of negatives in the topic‟s wording “...no son ni...ni... .”  The better argued essays cited examples 

of higher quality and abundant food production which facilitated feeding the hungry the world over.  

Its durability also ensures that food supplies could withstand the rigors of travel to distant lands. It 

was emphasized that enriched foods, even though they provided better nutrition, may have adverse 

effects unknown until further research is done.  The vocabulary and command of the language 

required to score well on this topic was certainly a test for those candidates who still have not 

mastered the required skills.  

 

Question 6.  “Ya no es necesario salir de casa para conocer el mundo.”  ¿Estás de acuerdo? 

 

This was a topic that seemed familiar to many candidates and it was therefore a popular choice.  On 

one hand, candidates simply entered into a discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of the 

Internet and the global village.  It was explained at length how the technology was used in today‟s 

world. Many candidates gave several examples of people being able to buy anything online, work 

from home, and engage in teleconferences.  The use of chat rooms and MSN were also cited as 

reasons why it was not necessary to “leave” home.  The important part of the question “para conocer 

el mundo” was missed by many.  Although history and culture could be researched online, the better 

candidates concluded that experiencing real life and meeting people face to face was an appeal to the 

senses that the Internet did not facilitate.  There were some excellent essays written on this topic with 

solid arguments and relevant facts. 

 

Question 7.  “Debido al Internet, la gente sabe más y piensa menos.”  ¿Qué opinas? 

 

This question, though simply stated, was not handled very well by candidates.  Many failed to explore 

sufficient points and their work displayed poor organization and a misunderstanding of what was 

required.  Candidates for the most part discussed that there is a lot that one can learn through the 

Internet.  There was evidence that many candidates did not think through the topic.  There were, 
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however, some brilliant essays that explored the idea of people being able to use the material supplied 

on the Internet to foster independent thought.  Others claimed that apart from the Internet, there are 

reliable avenues open to man, for example, access to newspapers and television that provide enough 

stimulation for thought. 

 

 

Additional Comments 

 

The general performance of candidates was satisfactory.  Competency with respect to grammatical 

correctness was very low for candidates of this level.  The inability to master basic grammatical 

structures and a lack of adequate and appropriate vocabulary affected meaning in many cases.  

Teachers need to continue to encourage their students to read a wider variety of material and discuss 

with them all aspects pertaining to each topic.  The candidates‟ views were very limited and this did 

no justice to the depth of thought the question may have required.  Some time should be spent in the 

classroom on practising structured essays and on improving handwriting. 

 

This year‟s performance showed a startling lack of grammatical proficiency, logical thinking, and 

skill in writing structured essays. There were too many basic and often repeated errors made, 

suggesting rampant carelessness. There was often literal translation into Spanish. 

 

Examples of the more common grammatical errors made are given below: 

 

1. Numerous spelling errors including use of double letters as.  “ss”, “tt” “dd”  

2. Use of the infinitive after certain verbs 

3. The use of the subjunctive especially after “es necesario que”  

4. The negative. Excessive use of “es no” “hay no” “tiene no” 

5. Accents were placed on the wrong syllable or were placed on more than one syllable of 

the word. 

6. Gender of nouns. Switching of el / la with the same noun 

7. Use of the preterite instead of the past participle and vice versa 

8. Por / para 

9. Saber / conocer 

10. Ser /Estar 

11. Agreement : subject / verb; noun / article ; noun / adjective  

12. Incorrect conjugation of the irregular future, for example, “*salirá” 

13. Incorrect expressions that reveal a dependence on literal translation from English: 

 

*Son hacienda menos   *no comprenden el nivel de tecnología usó 

*Alto el sufrimiento   *aprende mano de primera (learn first-hand) 

*Derecho aquí (right here)   *muchos tiempos (“veces” required instead.) 

*No único  (not only)        

                   

 

 

 

 

*- Indicates a form that is grammatically incorrect. 
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Paper 03 – Literary Analysis and Themes 

 

Section A – Literary Analysis 

 

This section required candidates to answer one of four questions based on the following prescribed 

texts: El coronel no tiene quien le escriba, Chombo, El llano en llamas, La lluvia amarilla.  

Candidates were required to read a literary extract and comment on character, plot, setting and simple 

literary techniques.  

 

Question 1.  El coronel no tiene quien le escriba 

This passage was attempted by 58 per cent of the candidates.  It was generally well answered and 

provided a mean score of 10 out of a possible 16 marks. 

 

(a) Some candidates misinterpreted the question.  Some answers were very limited and 

only stated that the clock was „old‟ like the colonel. Very few candidates mentioned 

that the clock, like the colonel, was controlled by the curfew bell. 

 

(b) This question was generally well answered.  Most candidates understood that it was 

an act of desperation, with quite a few mentioning it as an act of survival.  Candidates 

also indicated that the wedding rings were sacred, thus suggesting that to sell them 

was an act of desperation. 

 

(c) Most candidates indicated that the colonel was proud.  They correctly explained that 

he did not want people in the town to know of their economic situation.  

 

(d) The majority of candidates who attempted this question answered this part well.  

They were able to recognize that the wife was frustrated and angry and was merely 

attempting to alleviate their situation. 

 

Question 2.  Chombo 

This passage was not popular among the candidates and was also poorly answered by them.  Very few 

candidates were even able to identify the main theme of discrimination in the extract and thus 

answered the questions inappropriately. 

 

Question 3.  El llano en llamas 

This passage was attempted by 28 per cent of the candidates with the majority of them not being able 

score as many as 8 marks out of a possible 16 marks. 

 

(a) A few candidates still do not understand narrative perspective and so gave a summary 

of the extract instead of answering the question.  Those who managed to explain 

narrative perspective did not realize that the narrator was third person and omniscient.  

The majority of candidates stated that he was a first person narrator because of the 

father‟s monologue.  Some indicated that there were two narrators – third and first 

person. 

 

(b)(i)  This question was generally well done.  Candidates understood that he was bad, 

ungrateful, and violent.  These points were well supported from the extract.  

 

(b)(ii)  Very few candidates stated that the characterization is indirect.  Most candidates 

understood that we see the son‟s character through the father‟s words.  A few 

candidates stated that his character is seen through his actions.  
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(c) This question proved challenging for the majority of candidates.  They did not state 

that language is used to create the element of uncertainty.  Most stated that the 

questions that the son did not answer were used to show this uncertainty.  Few 

candidates mentioned the darkness of the setting as an indication of uncertainty. 

 

(d) Candidates generally performed poorly on this question.  Irrelevant themes were 

used.  Those who managed to identify the correct theme did not explain it adequately 

and made reference to the rest of the compilation for support rather than the extract 

itself. 

 

 

Question 4.  La lluvia amarilla 

 

This passage was attempted by 14 per cent of the candidates.  The marks of most candidates ranged 

between 6 and 9.  

 

(a) A number of candidates stated that the sun brings a new beginning.  Not many 

candidates were able to recognize that it revealed the decay or the growing insanity of 

the protagonist.  Reponses demonstrated a literal interpretation of the significance of 

the snow. 

 

(b) Most candidates recognised that personification was a possible literary device used, 

but explanations were lacking in depth. Many candidates gave a definition of 

personification but did not relate it to the extract. Few candidates recognised it as a 

metaphor, and when they did, were unable to provide the appropriate justification. 

 

(c) Candidates generally repeated the information from the quotation and did not 

adequately explain the images used.  Very few mentioned that the imagery was post 

war and most mentioned that solitude and abandonment were central examples of 

imagery in the extract. 

 

(d) The majority of candidates who answered this question used solitude and 

abandonment as opposed to decay and ruin.  Adequate examples were given.  

 

General Comments 

 

 Many candidates allowed their knowledge of the text to interfere with their analysis of the 

extract and presented references from the text in inappropriate circumstances. 

 

 Teachers should be reminded to give students sufficient practice in literary analysis (including 

identification of literary devices, narrative technique, narrative point of view, 

ambiance/setting, plot and types of characterization). 

 

 Candidates should be able to justify their responses with references to the extract before them. 

 

 These passages are not reading comprehension exercises and therefore literary analysis is a 

requirement, not merely comprehension. 

 

 There is the tendency among candidates to identify third person narrators as omniscient 

narrators, when this may not in fact be so.  Candidates should be exposed to a variety of 

narrative techniques over their course of study to be better equipped with the skill in 

identifying these nuances in narration. 
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 Teachers are reminded that in Unit Two, at least one question will relate in some way to the 

story or text as a whole. 

 

Section B – Themes 

 

Candidates were required to choose one essay topic from the thematic areas: “Conflictos politicos y 

sociales en Hispanoamérica”, for which the prescribed texts were  El coronel no tiene quien le escriba  

and Chombo, and “La vida rural” with prescribed texts  La lluvia amarilla and El llano en llamas.   

They were required to write an essay of 350 - 400 words on the topic chosen. 

 

Examiners were looking for essays that were well structured, relevant to the question, thoughtful and 

balanced.  The best candidates showed that they were well acquainted with the content, characters and 

events of the novel.  They were focused on the main points of the question, and showed not merely 

knowledge and comprehension, but the ability to apply the same to the question through careful 

analysis, synthesis and their own evaluation/interpretation.  

 

Candidates‟ performance on this section of the examination was considered satisfactory. 

 

Question 5. “Discrimination prevents an individual from achieving his/her full potential.”  Discuss. 

 

Candidates who used El coronel to answer this question soon found themselves in difficulties as it is a 

serious challenge to construct a decent essay on this topic about a man who is approximately 75 years 

old.  Although the Colonel does appear to be experiencing a kind of political discrimination, the novel 

is really about political repression and the devastating effect that it can have on an elderly couple, and 

by extension many other members of the society.  

 

On the other hand, candidates who used Chombo to answer this question stood on much firmer ground 

and were able to make many relevant points.  For instance, they could have agreed with the 

proposition in the question and for which there are many examples: 

 

 Social and ethnic discrimination - different pay scales for the same work 

 Gold Roll- Silver Roll/ differing treatment of white and black workers in the hospital 

 Denial of educational and employment opportunities to „afro-antillanos‟ 

 Victimization and lack of recourse to justice/stereotypical responses to outsiders.  

 

They could have disagreed by showing the indomitable spirit of the „afro-antillanos‟ and their refusal 

to buckle under this pressure, and in fact succeed despite all the odds.  Many candidates gave 

examples of Lito and his siblings; Luisa, and the turning of the tables that occurs in the train towards 

the end of the novel. 

 

Question 6.  “To survive socio-political conflicts successfully one has to be opportunistic.”  Discuss 

 

El coronel was the obvious reference book in order to answer this question.  The better essays showed 

that the candidates understood the key words in the question, to survive …successfully and 

opportunistic.  A number of candidates began writing about opportunism, but then slipped into 

optimism, which is another of the sub-themes of the book, and the Colonel‟s outstanding character 

trait.  Unfortunately, this threw them off track and many of these remarks were irrelevant to the 

question.  There are characters to whom the question applies, the obvious ones being Don Sabas and 

the Mayor, but there is also the Doctor, who is „medio revolucionario‟ and who, although he is doing 

quite well economically, does not need to stoop to corruption and exploitation, and who is positively 

generous towards the Colonel and his wife.  A number of candidates pointed to the lawyer as an 

opportunist, but if he is, he is a very unsuccessful one as is made evident by various examples in the 

novel.  
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Question 7.  “The individual who lives in the countryside resembles the environment.”  Discuss. 

  

This seems to have been quite a challenging question and many candidates seemed to have difficulty 

ordering their thinking about it.  Many candidates focused their essays on the environment, but did not 

discuss how individuals resembled this environment.  Most candidates focused on the physical 

environment, while a few mentioned aspects of the environment caused by people, for example, 

violence, exploitation and extreme poverty. 

 

There is always the suspicion that candidates have not read the entire text „El llano en llamas‟ 

because, regardless of the question asked, the same stories are referred to by candidates - (“Nos han 

dado la tierra”/”La cuesta de las Comadres”/”Es que somos muy pobres”/ “Macario”.)  While some 

decent points can be scored using these stories there are also the very relevant “Luvina” and, “El 

hombre”, in which violence and revenge turn two men into predator and prey, hunter and hunted, and 

„El llano en llamas‟ in which years of poverty and exploitation turn into an orgy of destruction. 

 

A number of candidates ascribed human qualities to the environment and then tried to make a link 

with the human characters.  In “Nos han dado la tierra”, the land is poor and stripped bare.  Hence, 

the men are poor and stripped of their horses and rifles.  Candidates need to be careful in their choice 

of stories to answer a question.  Knowing all of the stories ensures that one can choose the best 

examples to support one‟s argument and not try to forcibly make a story applicable even if it is not. 

 

Question 8.  “The peace and solitude of rural life are beneficial to the rural inhabitant.”  Discuss.  

 

Many candidates used El llano en llamas, but La lluvia amarilla was more appropriate for this essay. 

This essay also required a balanced approach on the part of the candidate, as rural life as presented in 

the texts studied has its pros and cons.  Many candidates who referred to El llano  failed to adequately 

address the issues of peace and solitude, merely regurgitating the plot of the stories and failing to 

show how rural life was beneficial, if indeed it was, and to whom. 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

 

1. Summarizing and story telling will not be rewarded.  Examiners are already familiar with 

the texts.  Analysis should be the candidate‟s aim. 

 

2. Candidates must adhere to the word limit.  Some scripts were thousands of words long, 

and while they may have contained many valid and relevant points, Examiners do not 

read beyond 450 words at the most.  

 

3. Candidates must be concise, succinct and to the point.  Some introductions were 

extremely long, rambling, unnecessary and containing irrelevant material.  Handwriting 

should be legible. 

 

4. Quotations should be short, relevant and complete.  Candidates must avoid referring to 

the first
 
three words and last three words of a quote, and citing page and edition.  Also, 

accuracy of quotes is vital.  Candidates must be familiar with the whole of El llano en 

llamas.  While it contains 17 stories many of them are very short. 

 

5. A couple of cases of plagiarism were noted; where candidates had quoted word for word 

from the Introduction to the Manchester University Press edition of El coronel no tiene 

quien le escriba.  

 

6. Spelling, grammar and punctuation in some cases are still cause for concern. 
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Paper 04 – Internal Assessment 

 

This paper requires candidates to (i) make an oral presentation on their topic of choice within the 

framework of the three modules, (ii) engage in conversation with the Examiner on the topic, as well as 

on current issues. 

 

Irregularities 

 

 Inclusion of written assignments - Teachers are reminded that there is no longer a written 

component to the internal assessment.  There was at least one instance of a centre that submitted 

folders with written assignments along with the oral samples. 

 

 Use of microcassettes - Once again teachers are reminded to desist from using microcassettes 

to record students‟ work as these cannot be moderated by CXC Examiners.  

 

 Poor quality of recordings - Teachers are reminded to check the quality of the recordings 

before submitting them to CXC for moderation.  

 

 Rewinding of cassettes - The general tendency on the part of teachers was to submit cassettes 

instead of CDs.  Unfortunately several cassettes became unravelled thereby resulting in the slowing 

down of the moderation process. 

 

 Discrepancies in marks - In addition to samples where teachers were too severe or too lenient 

in their marking, Moderators had to address situations from schools where candidates‟ marks had to 

be lowered significantly.  At one centre the conversation between the teacher and candidates lasted a 

total of two minutes instead of ten to twelve minutes.  Teachers are reminded to follow closely the 

guidelines given by CXC for conducting the Internal Assessment.  

 

Prepared Topic 

 

Quite a few candidates achieved high scores in this section of the Internal Assessment showing quite 

clearly that they had done the necessary research on their topic of choice and were comfortable with 

the presentation that they had to make.  Topics were chosen from all three modules. 

 

Topic Conversation 

 

Generally appropriate questions were asked.  Some candidates gave impressive performances where 

they were able to defend their views on the issues raised.  Others, while they showed understanding of 

the questions asked, were often unable to sustain discussion beyond a few words. 

 

General Conversation 

 

Questions asked by the teachers were generally relevant and well chosen.  However, in some cases, 

teachers asked questions that were better suited to the CSEC oral examination.  Such questions did not 

allow candidates much room for elaboration.  Candidates also need to ask more questions of the 

examiners in order to carry on the conversation. 
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Notes for Teachers   

 

(1)    Remember to put your initials on the Moderation Sheet. 

(2)    Do not use fractional marks in the conversation columns. 

(3)    Put marks as required in ALL sections of the Moderation Sheet.   

(4)    Submit recordings on standard-sized cassettes or CDs and NOT on microcassettes. 

(5)    Add marks correctly. 

(6)    Adhere to the stipulated time of the examination in fairness to all candidates. 

(7)    Submit ONLY five samples per school. 


