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The Master of Ceremonies announces her 
name and award and she walks proudly to the 
stage to collect her CSEC plaque, a dictionary 
from Longman Publishers, and two envelopes. As 
she walks back to her seat and settles down into 
the bucket seats at the HLS Community College 
Auditorium, she opens one of the envelopes. 
Water immediately springs to her eyes. She 
takes out her cell phone and calls her parents 
in Jamaica, “I won a scholarship to UWI!” she 
exclaims, unable to hold back the tears.

This is the story of Theresa Cann; a student 
of Bishop Gibson High School in Jamaica, who 
received the award for the Most Outstanding 
Performance in Visual Arts, 2-Dimensional 
work.

Prizes Bring Tears of Joy to 
TOP AWARdEES

Theresa, like the other 14 Regional Top 
Awardees  was attending the Regional Top 
Awards Presentation ceremony at the HL Stoutt 
Community College in the British Virgin Islands 
to receive their CAPE and CSEC prizes. Although 
most did not show the outward emotions that 
Theresa did, the feelings were the same as one by 
one they graced the stage to collect their prizes 
and basked in their moments in the spotlight; 
spurred on by the rapturous applauses of fellow 
awardees as well as their parents who traveled to 
the BVI to partake in the celebrations.  

QC Guyana Dominates
The name Queen’s College Guyana has 

become synonymous with the CSEC Regional 

Top Award over the last four years. Year after 
year, students from the 166-year-old institution 
have won the award which recognizes the most 
outstanding performance in the May/June sitting 
of the examinations.

And 2009 was no different. For the fourth 
consecutive year and for the seventh time overall, 
a student from Queen’s College, Guyana was the 
recipient of the award for the Most Outstanding 
Performance Overall in the Region in CSEC.

This time it was the diminutive Kia Persaud, 
whose performance was worth more than her 
weight in gold. Kia achieved Grade I in 14 subjects 
with all ‘A’ profiles: Agricultural Science (Double 
Award), Biology, Chemistry, Electronic Document 
Preparation and Management, Economics, 

Regional Top Awardees are in high spirits as they pose on the steps of the Government Administration Building in Tortola

REGIONAL TOP AWARDS
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English A, English B, French, Geography, Human 
and Social Biology, Information Technology 
(Technical), Mathematics, Physics, Social Studies 
and Spanish.

Kia also received a special honour at the 
awards ceremony, a standing ovation for her 
excellent Vote of Thanks speech. 

She was not the only Queen’s College 
student in the spotlight on 3rd December. 
Her classmate Padminee Roshundatt, also 
flew the Queen’s College flag high. Padminiee 
received the award for the Most Outstanding 
Performance in the Sciences. She also achieved 
Grade I in 14 subjects including six Science 
subjects – Agricultural Science (Double award), 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Human and Social 
Biology and Integrated Science. Additionally, she 
achieved Grade I in English A, English B, French, 
Geography, Information Technology (Technical), 
Mathematics, Spanish and Social Studies. 

Sonya Yacoob, another student from 
Guyana, of the New Amsterdam Multilateral 
School, won the award for Most Outstanding 
Performance in Business Education.  Sonya 

achieved Grade I in 11 subjects, including 
Grade I in six Business Education subjects – 
Economics, Electronic Document Preparation 
and Management, Principles of Accounts, 
Principles of Business, Office Administration 
and Information Technology (Technical).  The 
other subjects in which she achieved Grade I 
were English A, English B, Integrated Science, 
Mathematics and Social Studies.

Jamaica  Copped Three Awards
Norman Tai of York Castle High School 

copped the award for the Most Outstanding 
Performance in Technical/Vocational Education. 
Norman achieved Grade I in nine subjects and 
Grade II in one subject. He achieved Grade I in 
four Technical/Vocational subjects – Electrical 
and Electronic Technology, Building Technology 
(Construction), Informational Technology and 
Technical Drawing.  Norman also achieved Grade 
I in English A, Mathematics, Physics, Social 
Studies and Spanish and Grade II in Visual Arts. 
He achieved only two ‘Bs’ in his profile grades, 
the remainder were all ‘A’ profiles.

Theresa Cann of Bishop Gibson High School 
received the award for the Most Outstanding 
Performance in Visual Arts, 2-Dimensional work.  
Theresa drew a portrait of a young lady seated 
with her head supported by both hands.

Excelsior High School’s Shantal Pellington 
received the awarded for the Best Short Story 
submitted in the English A General Proficiency 
examination.  The budding journalist’s story 
was based on a photograph which depicts a little 
girl who appears to be reading a book to a little 
boy. The story uses the flashback technique to 
poignantly narrate the events of a happy sibling 
relationship which has been interrupted by the 
tragic death of the persona’s sister.

Montserrat’s first
Karishma dhera of  the Government 

Secondary School in Montserrat placed the 
island on the Regional Top Award stage for the 
first time. Karishma received the award for the 
Most Outstanding Performance in Visual Arts, 
3-Dimensional work.  She constructed a relief 

entitled “Metamorphosis”.
The award for the Most Outstanding 

Performance in Humanities went to Jovelle 
Lewis of Holy Name Convent, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago. Jovelle achieved Grade I 
in nine subjects, all with ‘A’ profiles. Her subjects 
included five Humanities subjects – Caribbean 
History, French, Geography, Social Studies and 
Spanish. She also achieved Grade I in Biology, 
Chemistry, English A and Mathematics.

Prizes 
The awardees were presented with their 

prizes at a ceremony which was held in the British 
Virgin Islands (BVI) on Thursday 3rd December 
2009. The prizes included a full scholarship 
to The University of the West Indies to study 
any discipline of their choice at any one of the 
university’s campuses, a cash prize of Bds$5000.00 
for the Most Outstanding Candidate Overall and 
Bds$500.00 for the winners of each category, 
a plaque and a dictionary with CD ROM. The 
students also received an all-expenses-paid trip 
to the BVI to attend the ceremony.

Professor E. Nigel Harris, CXC Chairman presents Staurt 
deoraj with his prize

dr didacus Jules presents award to Jovel Lewis

Honourable dancia Penn has the attention of the CXC delegation as she greets the top awardees 
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Prizes Bring Tears of Joy to Top Awardees

Regional Top Awardees and their parents at the presentation ceremony 
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First, there was the Regional Top Award 
for outstanding performance in CSEC. In 2006, 
the Council added the Dennis Irvine Award 
and Regional Top Awards for outstanding 
performance in CAPE. Now, in an effort to 
recognize more of the region’s top performers in 
a diversified range of disciplines, the Council has 
teamed up with other institutions and agencies 
to offer other regional awards.

CARdI Award for Outstanding Performance 
in Agricultural Science

The Caribbean Agriculture Research and 
Development Institute (CARDI) in collaboration 
with CXC introduced the CARDI Award for 
Outstanding Performance in Agricultural 
Science in 2008 after discussions between the 
two regional organisations. 

The winner of the 2009 CARDI award is 
Joshua Hammichand, a student of St Joseph’s 
High School, Georgetown, Guyana. In addition 
to achieving Grade I in Agricultural Science 
(Double Award), Joshua also achieved Grade I in 
English A, English B, Mathematics and Principles 
of Business, with A’s in all subject profiles.

Joshua was presented with his monetary 
prize of US$250.00 at the Guyana Agriculture 
Week opening ceremony in October by dr 
Arlington Chesney, Executive Director of 
CARDI.

CXC/US Embassy CSEC Awards 
CXC and the United States Embassy 

in Barbados have teamed up to offer the US 
Embassy/CXC National Awards for Outstanding 
Performance in CSEC. The awards are for the 
Most Outstanding CSEC candidate in Antigua 
and Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, St 
Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia and St Vincent and the 
Grenadines.

The awards were introduced in 2008 and the 
2009 recipients were presented with their prizes 
between November 2009 and March 2010. 

Antigua and Barbuda
Ariel Maynard of the Baptist Academy 

of Antigua won the award for Antigua and 
Barbuda with Grade I in ten subjects. Ariel 
achieved Grade I in Biology, Chemistry, English 
A, English B, Mathematics, Physics, Principles of 

CXC PARTNERS WITH INSTITUTIONS
TO OffER AWARdS 

Accounts, Principles of Business, Social Studies 
and Spanish. She was presented with her prizes 
at a ceremony at the Ministry of Education in 
March, 2010.

Barbados
Brittany Evason of St Winifred’s School 

won the award for Barbados with eight Grade Is. 
Brittany achieved Grade I in Caribbean History, 
Chemistry, English A, English B, Food and 
Nutrition, Information Technology, Mathematics 
and Spanish. 

dr didacus Jules, Registrar of CXC and 
dr Brent Hardt, US Charge d’Affaires Officer 
presented the commemorative plaque and 
cheque to Brittany at her school’s general 
assembly on 20 November last year.  

dominica
St Mary’s Academy’s Sidney Jules was the 

winner in Dominica. Sidney achieved Grade I 
in nine subjects - Biology, Chemistry, English 
A, French, Mathematics, Physics, Principles of 
Business and Spanish.

dr Brent Hardt, Chargé d’Affaires at the US Embassy, Barbados presents prize to Lena Taupier
of St Joseph’s Convent, St Lucia

Mr. d.R. Seckinger, an officer with the 
US Embassy and Jennifer Lafond, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Education and 
Human Resource Development presented the 
prizes to Sidney at the St Mary’s Academy on 
25 February.

Joshua Hammichand of St Joseph’s High School, Guyana, 
receiving his award from dr Arlington Chesney, Executive 
director of CARdI.

REGIONAL TOP AWARDS
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CXC partners with institutions to offer awards 

Ojeda Vanterpool receiving her EWMC prizes from 
Her Excellency Gail Guy, Trinidad and Tobago’s High 
Commissioner in London

dr didacus Jules, CXC Registrar presents Brittany Evanson of St Winifred’s School, Barbados with her prize

Grenada
Arlene Hayes of St Joseph’s Convent took 

the prize for the Spice Isle with 10 Grade Is. 
Arlene achieved Grade I in Biology, English 
A, English B, French, Geography, Information 
Technology, Mathematics, Physics, Spanish and 
Technical Drawing.

Arlene received her prizes on 10 February 
at a ceremony at St Joseph’s Convent. 

St Kitts and Nevis
Zoe Gonsalves of Convent High School 

copped the award for St Kitts and Nevis. She 
achieved Grade I in 13 subjects – Biology, 
Chemistry, Electronic Document Preparation and 
Management, English A, English B, Human and 
Social Biology, Integrated Science, Mathematics, 
Office Administration, Physics, Principles of 

Accounts, Principles of Business and Spanish.
Zoe received her prizes on 19 February 

at a ceremony hosted at Convent High School. 
Blondell franks, CXC Local Registrar and 
Nazima Razick, US Consular Officer presented 
the prizes to Zoe. 

St Lucia
Lena Taupier of St Joseph’s Convent with 12 

Grade Is walked away with the award for St Lucia. 
Lena achieved Grade I in Biology, Chemistry, 
English A, English B, French, Human and Social 
Biology, Mathematics, Physics, Principles of 
Accounts, Social Studies, Spanish and Visual 
Arts.

Lena received her award at a ceremony 
hosted at the St Joseph’s Convent on 10 February, 
2010. dr Brent Hardt, Chargé d’Affaires at the 

US Embassy-Bridgetown presented the cheque, 
while Phelomene Alexander, CXC Local 
Registrar in St Lucia presented the CXC plaque.

 
St Vincent and the Grenadines

Gregory Tuayev-Deane of the St Vincent 
Grammar School won the award in St Vincent 
and the Grenadines. Gregory achieved Grade I 
in 11 subjects – Biology, Chemistry, Economics, 
English A, English B, French, Geography, 
Information Technology, Mathematics, Principles 
of Business, Physics, and Spanish and Grade II 
in English B.

He received his prizes from Cheryl Thomas, 
CXC Local Registrar in St Vincent and the 
Grenadines and dr Joseph Schaller, the US 
Embassy’s Deputy Public Affairs Officer. 

The award included a  cheque for 
USD$500.00 from the US Embassy and a 
commemorative plaque from CXC.  In addition, 
the US Embassy donated a collection of books to 
the awardee’s school.

The Eric Williams CAPE History Prize
The Eric Williams CAPE History Prize 

was introduced in 2008 in honour of former 
Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister, Dr Eric 
Williams; and is donated by the Eric Williams 
Memorial Collection. The award is for the Most 
Outstanding Candidate in CAPE History. The 
candidate is required to achieve Grade I in both 
CAPE History Units 1 and 2.

The 2009 recipient of  the award is 
Ojeda Vanterpool of the Albena Lake Hodge 
Comprehensive School in Anguilla. She achieved 
Grade I in History Units 1 and 2 with five As and 
one B in the Module Grades. 

Ojeda is currently studying Law at Queen 
Mary College, University of London and received 
her prize on 31 March at the Trinidad and Tobago 
High Commission in London. 

Bernard Link, US Chargé d’Affaires at the US Embassy in Grenada speaks with Arlene Hayes of St Joseph’s Convent, 
St Georges, Grenada after the presentation of her prize
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This experience on the whole has not only 

been a chance to visit a new place, but a chance 

for me to learn. The moment I found out that 

I won, was surprising and a bit confusing. 

Walking along UWI’s southern gate, I saw my 

former principal who told me that I got the 

highest in the Caribbean in Environmental 

Science at CAPE. I suddenly needed the gate 

at the university to support my weight as I was 

somewhat weakened by the news! This was 

especially so overwhelming, due to the fact that 

I wrote my exam, not in a frame of mind to top 

the Caribbean, but to get a Grade I. As calls and 

visits were made, I began to understand what 

this achievement entailed and the opportunities 

that followed. On learning that I was to be flown 

out to the British Virgin Islands, the feeling was 

so great that the best expression I could give was 

silence; just sitting quietly.….. I couldn’t believe 

it! While this all-expense-paid trip was so great, 

that was just the icing on the cake!

I was the first to arrive at the airport and I saw 

persons coming in to catch their early morning 

flights. At last, I saw the other Trinidadian 

achievers and a bond instantly began to form. 

MY BVI
EXPERIENCE

By Kiron Neale

This was so exciting for me since I had not left 

my country in over nine years! The intermittent 

stops at various islands were invigorating as 

they allowed us to take in the splendor of the 

Caribbean. The most awkward part, however, was 

the constant search at immigration. This I was 

not so enthusiastic about. Then several islands 

came into view and Mr Cleveland Sam pointed 

out our accommodation, Hodge’s Creek, from 

the air, in the plane, while we were landing!  From 

the minute those wheels touched the airport’s 

asphalt, need I say more. After clearing customs, 

we finally organized ourselves and said bye to 

our parents (May I add that I am sure they used 

this opportunity to vacation) and we all boarded 

a safari-style van, with no doors, absolute bliss, 

to Hodge’s Creek!

We quickly settled in and instantly began 

exploring the area. Everything in sight seemed 

so new to me. The afternoon was spent kayaking, 

playing cards and just talking to each other 

about ourselves. That evening, once oriented, 

dinner was a dream come true. Anything on 

the menu compliments of CXC and even more 

splendid was that this applied to breakfast and 

lunch throughout our stay. Sleep did not come 

so easily to us that night; this was remedied with 

a bath in the pool. 

The following day was our courtesy calls to 

the islands’ officials. The trip into town was quite 

relaxing and captivating. The sights, the sounds 

and the people; undisputedly were amazing. 

The ride around town took us to the Governor’s 

Office and ministry of education. Each visit was 

an amazing experience and gave me a sense of 

accomplishment as well as awe. But the quote 

that has been engraved in my mind was that of 

the island’s education minister’s, “You have to 

know the difference between being educated and 

having an education.” For the entire day, I felt like 

a celebrity. Flash here, flash there, “one more, wait 

come around a bit, perfect!” Click!

That night, we all spent the night on the jetty 

just taking in the moonlit sea, cool sea breezes and 

the sounds of the waves breaking on the nearby 

reef. But soon after, it was time to turn in for the 

night. Early the next morning, we found ourselves 

on our way to Road Town’s, jetty to catch our 

ferry to Virgin Gorda, where we were to spend the 

day. While Tortola was beautiful, it’s neighboring 

REGIONAL TOP AWARDS
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sister isle was absolutely breathtaking. The 

landscape gave me a reminder if you will, as to 

why I am studying environmental sciences. This 

is how a pristine environment should be; white 

limestone beaches with crystal blue water lapping 

them, interrupted by the occasional breaker. 

If God has created such a place on earth, then 

imagine what’s in store in heaven. 

While in Virgin Gorda, the stops made at 

the souvenir shop and lookout restaurant were 

no less than effective, in confirming why persons 

deem the island as “beautiful”. The few souvenirs 

I bought, of course, were for me a reminder of 

this once-in-a-lifetime trip: a specific piece of 

artwork and a coral carved kingfisher which was 

so beautifully done; a masterpiece.

But in all this ecstasy, we had to soon leave, 

bound for home to get ready for the award 

ceremony.

The scent of recently ironed uniforms filled 

the air as everyone organized, taking special 

care to look their best for the occasion. Once 

again, the front yard of Hodge’s Creek was 

decorated with a blend of colours ranging from 

blue to purple, grey to green, even khaki as we 

all congregated, awaiting our transport. The 

journey to the award ceremony was filled with 

nerve and anticipation. I did not know what to 

expect.  Seeing all the people gathered and one 

by one making their way into the auditorium, 

made it abundantly clear that tonight’s function 

would be unlike any other. As the proceedings 

came along, one by one we made our way to the 

stage to collect our awards which was especially 

generous considering a monetary token was also 

given, but that’s just me. My moment on stage 

felt so different to any of the other times I was in 

this situation. A sense of pride and joy swept me, 

not only for myself, or mother, or father, but for 

the first time, my country. To be recognized as a 

pioneering youth in the Caribbean, representing 

Trinidad and Tobago was awe-inspiring.  The 

following cocktail reception helped me to relax 

and once again I tasted BVI’s local cuisine. May 

I add that the caterer’s cheese meatballs were 

superb! Amidst these celebrations, a deeper 

revelation dawned; this was our last night here 

in Tortola.

The transportation arrived and we made 

our way to the hotel, many of us still unaware that 

this was our last moments together, including me. 

When I finally got settled into my room, we all 

just ‘hung out’ by the pool with Mr Sam which we 

have dubbed C Sam. Minutes turned into hours, 

highlighted by the moon’s migration across the 

island’s night sky. We then made our way to the 

jetty where we once again, just embraced each 

other’s company and the memories of the BVI 

experience. “Why did we have to leave?” was a 

question that riddled my mind, even as you read 

this, I’m still contemplating why I had to leave. 

My eyes grew heavy so did my mind. I turned 

in for the night hopefully to dream and to wake 

up and not to hear the word “Bye…” whispered 

in a soft, sobbing voice, but alas, not all dreams 

come true.

The drive to the airport was a strangely 

silent one, not like the one when we had just 

arrived, no, the silence was deafening. To me, 

without a doubt, this was the best trip I have 

ever been on. While the location made it great, 

the people I interacted with, nothing could have 

replaced them, nothing. I used the statement 

to Stuart that some of the awardees, no, let me 

rephrase that, “all of the awardees were now 

closer to me than some of my friends back home 

in Trinidad”. 

                         

My BVI Experience
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IN THEIR OWN WORdS
Some of the Regional Top Awardees speak about their BVI experience
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RASHAd BRAITHWAITE 
The experi-

ence of having been 
awarded Regional 
Top Awards and 
all that it means 
and encapsulates 
will forever stay in 
a cherished place 
in my memories. It 
was one of the most 
satisfying feelings 
to know that years 

of hard work had been rewarded. This was not just 
my hard work but the hard work of my teachers, 
classmates, parents and friends and the institution 
that has contributed so much to my development; 
Harrison College and to the above-mentioned indi-
viduals and institution; I remain forever indebted. 
Thank You. 

As a huge fan of travel, the opportunity to 
visit the beautiful island of Tortola was a welcome 
respite and a much anticipated event.  The images 
and thoughts dreamed up, could not compare to the 
reality which I shared with some of the region’s best 
intellects and equally fun-loving spirits. Strangely, 
from the moment we met, whether in the airport in 
Antigua or when the others arrived later, we bonded 
extremely quickly. 

The next few days passed quickly, too quickly, 
but they produced memories that will last for a 
long time. These memories included the numerous 
meetings with Government Officials who made us 
feel welcome, and truly offered words of inspiration.  I 
believe the experience that was Virgin Gorda was one 
of the highlights of the trip for all of the awardees. 
Truly Beautiful! The Awards Ceremony must be noted 
as a truly humbling experience, and one that passed 
too quickly as it signaled the final night together, 
for a group that represented the region’s diversity 
and the “apex of success”- as I am sure we could all 
repeat, verbatim. And just as quickly, the experience 
was over, but the memories live on. Hopefully we 
will continue to add to these memories to, as we look 
for ways to work together to advance education and 
youth in the region.

CHANTAL CAVE
Words cannot describe how ecstatic I felt when 

my mother told me that I received the award for Most 
Outstanding in Natural Sciences in the 2009 Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency Examinations. I was extremely 
grateful to God and felt wonderful that I was able to 
bring joy to my family, school and country. I was also 
pleased that the Caribbean Examinations Council made 
the effort to reward the top students in each subject 
in the Caribbean, as this activity not only acts as a 
prize-giving ceremony but also inspiration to future 
Caribbean students to aspire to great achievements. 
Excitement raced through me when I learnt about the 

treat given to award winners by CXC- a four-day trip to the British Virgin Islands! 
The island of Tortola was beautiful and picturesque. Upon arriving in my room at the 

Hodge’s Creek Marina Hotel, my roommate and I gazed over the balcony overlooking the 
marina. Throughout the trip, I spent many hours perched on that balcony, gazing languidly 
at the water, the fishes, the boats and the sky, transfixed with the beauty of the view. The 
officials of the Caribbean Examinations Council organised several sight-seeing tours so 
that the awardees could gain an appreciation of the beauty of the islands of Tortola and 
Virgin Gorda. These tours not only emphasised the gorgeous features of the islands but also 
displayed the culture of Tortola and Virgin Gorda, as our tour guides relayed vast quantities 
of information pertaining to the geography, society and history of the islands. 

The tours were always fun as there was never a shortage of conversation, jokes and 
laughter among the vibrant CXC awardees, a group I feel honoured to have met. Even 
though the awardees represented some of the most promising, intelligent young minds of 
the Caribbean, all were kind, humble and fun-loving. I would be hard pressed to associate 
the words ‘nerd’ or ‘bookworm’ with anyone in this group of achievers. The four days I spent 
with the CXC awardees were four days of pure enjoyment. I will never forget the laughter, 
picture-taking, sight-seeing, attempted kayaking, hiking, singing, souvenir shopping and 
conversing that constituted my British Virgin Island experience. 

The experience of the awardees was also enriched when CXC officials accompanied us 
on courtesy calls to the Governor General, ministers and officials of the British Virgin Islands. 
It was a pleasure to visit these important officials and to listen to the invaluable advice and 
words of wisdom that they offered to us.  I will always remember the Honourable Minister 
of Education’s belief in the importance of stories, as vehicles through which others are 
encouraged and inspired to achieve, and his message to fellow awardee Shantal Pellington 
to “keep writing”.

In conclusion, I feel deeply grateful that I was able to be a part of this wonderful 
adventure. When the time came to depart the British Virgin Islands, I was sad to be leaving 
such a diverse and loving group of people but consoled by the knowledge that my memories 
of this trip would stay with me for a very long time.  I am thankful to the members of the 
Caribbean Examinations Council, for their interest in our well-being and safety during 
the trip and also our further development as we, the awardees, were given books about the 
rules of life, work and money. My life has been enriched by this trip and my interaction 
with peers from Jamaica, Montserrat, Barbados, Guyana and Trinidad has fostered a sense 
of Caribbean togetherness and pride.



SHANTAL PELLINGTON The experience I had in BVI 
was amazing. I was enlightened and intrigued. I must say a big thank you to 
CXC for accommodating us with such courtesy. The CXC staff made us feel 
safe and at home. I cannot forget the moment the plane landed in BVI and 
a CXC staff member waved to me. 

I think the best part of it all was meeting the awardees. They were 
beautiful persons and their brilliance took my breath away. The fact that they 
all came from different Caribbean countries made it all the better. I could 
not get enough of the accents, and I could have sworn that when I returned 
home they were ringing in my head! 

I enjoyed the tours we received from the moment we got to St. Maarten. 
I appreciated the fact that the effort was made for us to be in the company 
of locals when we went out. I found them to be very interesting people, who 

regardless of the difference in countries, were amazingly the same as any Jamaican. They were warm and friendly, and 
I learnt quite a bit from my brief meeting with them. I especially loved the company of the chaperones. There was this 
Muslim lady who has stuck in my mind because she was so nice that she reminded me of my mother. 

Most of all though, I enjoyed the short but wonderful time spent with the other Jamaicans - Theresa and Norman. 
Our interaction could not have been any easier. It was as though we had known each other all our lives. I definitely 
will never forget this experience or the persons who were a part of it. Keep up the good job CXC team, and keep on 
celebrating excellence in our Caribbean youth. 

SONYA YACOOB My trip to the beautiful British Virgin Islands 
was an experience I will never forget.  I am very honoured to have received 
the award for most outstanding student in Business Education and to have 
been offered a scholarship to the University of the West Indies.  Although 
my stay was only for two days, I had a chance to explore the islands with 
fourteen other amazing personalities from all over the Caribbean.  I have 
learnt much from them about their country and their life and have built 
lasting friendships with them.  

I was also given the chance to meet several important delegates, during 
courtesy calls made, who offered useful advice and words of encouragement, 
to keep me focused while furthering my studies so that I may achieve 
great things in life.  The awards ceremony was held in the exquisite HSL 

Community College Auditorium and allowed me an even greater chance to get acquainted with other CXC and 
Government officials who work towards making the examinations a success year after year.      

In addition to meeting all these incredible people, my stay also included fun-filled day trips to see the 
breathtaking sites of the islands.  This gave me a chance to compare and contrast the landscape and culture of this 
part of the Caribbean with my own country.  The atmosphere was immensely relaxing and, at times, grew tense with 
our excitement such as when we approached the luxurious beaches of Virgin Gourda.  My camera now loaded with 
memories, I returned to Guyana never to forget my wonderful experience in the BVI.   

STUART dEORAJ 
From the window of the airplane, 

high aloft, I gazed upon light blue waters, 
gently lapping against the white sandy 
shores of the island on which I would 
embark on an experience of a lifetime - 
Tortola. Stepping off the plane, I remember 
being greeted by a cool wind which seemed 
to wrap its arms around me in a gentle 
embrace, beckoning and welcoming. At 
the airport, the attendants welcomed 
us with a warmness that cannot go 
unmentioned.

The sunshine felt warm, yet gentle, 
never overbearing. Traversing the 
marvelous landscape which perfectly 
reflected in the open eyes of its newest 
visitors, the sound of clicking cameras 
and barely audible gasps of wonder 
filled the awkward silence which always 
accompanied the first few moments of 
meeting complete strangers. But the 
islands took care of that as well, its ever-
present embrace, comforting and calming 
all anxieties. Instantly falling in love with 
the homely and beautifully located hotel, 
I enjoyed every moment, from kayaking to 
the reef in the afternoons to sitting until 
late at night with my new-found friends, 
simply talking under an unblemished 
moonlit sky.

Later, we found that the sweetness and 
welcoming nature of the island were gently 
mirrored in its people: all the persons we 
interacted with, including the much loved 
waitress at Hodge’s Creek, our beloved 
tour guides, the souvenir shop owners 
and the students that accompanied us on 
our unforgettable day trips. I remember 
standing at Sage Mountain, feeling the 
cool mountain air against my skin and 
running through my hair and smiling, as 
I wondered how I found myself in such a 
paradise side by side with such beautiful 
people with whom I pledged to maintain 
lifelong friendship.

I will never forget sitting down on the 
soft white sand at Devil’s Bay on Virgin 
Gorda, my feet in the water and wondering 
that BVI must have been some fragment 
of heaven that fell perfectly to earth, its 
people must be the descendents of the 
angels themselves.

NORMAN TAI Walking along the corridors of my school, I was 
stopped in my tracks as I was told the news – I had been chosen as the Most 
Outstanding Candidate in the region for Technical/Vocational Education. My 
reaction was utter disbelief as I tried to avoid the disappointment that would 
follow if it were not so. After receiving confirmation, my jaws dropped, my 
hands flew in the air and my feet left the ground as I leaped in sheer elation. 
Such sentiments were equally shared by my parents and alma mater.

A month elapsed and here I was aboard a plane, with two other 
Jamaican students about to begin the most exhilarating week of our lives. 
Our first stop was the beautiful island of St. Marteen. Every sight to see 
was a moment to take my breath away. The next day we flew to our final 
destination; the British Virgin Islands. It was there that I met not only 14 of 

the region’s best, but 14 of the most fun-filled, adventurous, jovial and passionate people. Never in my life have I met 
a set of people with so much flavour to add savour to the ‘pot of life’. Each had his/her own feature and personality 
– a brilliant mix of Caribbean culture.

We enjoyed the delicacies of the BVI as we paid courtesy calls on the distinguished of the nation, we feasted 
on their cuisine, and we visited the wondrous attractions. We loved every moment of it. There was never a moment 
when the peal of laughter or flickering of camera lights was absent. At those very moments I felt encapsulated by 
this little ‘heaven’.

The night of the awards finally came and I was happy. I was blessed to have been in the company of all these 
wonderful people, celebrating the rewards of a good education. I embraced the feeling of total bliss. I felt at home.

The final morning, we all understood the meaning of the saying, ‘all good things must come to an end.’ Sadness 
enveloped our hearts as we shed tears and said our goodbyes. Nevertheless, we have a bond that could not be broken 
by the hands of time neither by the distance which separates us. We are one now. It was a week of my life I shall 
never forget!
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Three days ago, I embarked on a journey 
to the British Virgin Islands and arrived to 
meet a diverse group of strangers from all over 
the Caribbean. In just a few days, this group of 
strangers has developed a bond of friendship 
which will remain strong, even as we return to 
our homelands. We have shared the experience 
of a lifetime, and the memories will remain with 
us forever.

It has been said that, “No duty is more 
important than that of returning thanks.” It is 
therefore my privilege this evening, to perform 
the duty of delivering a well-deserved vote 
of thanks, to all the persons who made this 
experience possible and memorable in every 
way.

First and foremost, we owe eternal gratitude 
to God, for several reasons which are summarized 
in the prayer of Ralph W. Emerson:

For each new morning with its light
For rest and shelter of the night
For health and food, for love and friends, 
for everything Thy goodness sends

We thank Him for the goodness he has sent 
to us through our successes.

On behalf of the awardees, I would like to 
thank His Excellency Governor, David Pearey; the 
Honourable Dancia Penn, Acting Premier; the 
Honourable V. Inez Archibald, Deputy Governor; 
and the Honourable Andrew Fahie, Minister of 
Education and Culture, for making the time to 
meet with the awardees and for sharing their 
invaluable words of wisdom with us. 

I would like to express sincere gratitude 
to the Caribbean Examinations Council for 
recognizing our achievements. Indeed, these 
awards provide an incentive which motivates 
many of the persons writing examinations to 
strive for excellence; to be even better than their 
best.

Through your recognition, we have 
established new standards for ourselves, and with 
new challenges lying ahead of us to be conquered, 
we will strive to match and perhaps even improve 
upon our performances. 

No words can adequately express our 
gratitude to the Council, for giving us the 

KIA PERSAUd ‘RETURNS THANKS’

not only grateful for the material possessions 
you have provided us with, but also for the 
love and care that you have shown, for your 
encouragement and support, for making us the 
individuals we are today, and for all the things 
you do every day to make us happy. 

We are grateful to our teachers, who gave us 
so much more than the classroom required. As 
they equipped us, not only for our examinations, 
but for our futures as well, they taught us valuable 
lessons which will always remain with us. Thank 
you for encouraging us and believing in us 
through the difficult times when we had no more 
faith left in ourselves. 

I am sure that we are all aware that this event, 
as well as those events preceding it, could not have 
been accomplished overnight, but required much 
planning and intense work and determination. 
We appreciate the efforts of all those involved in 
every step of the planning and organization and 
we thank you for a job well done. 

To Mr. Cleveland Sam and the other 
chaperones, we could not have been placed into 
better hands during our stay. Thank you for 
making us feel completely at home, and your 
guidance was very much appreciated.

To my fellow awardees, I thank you for 
making the two days spent here one of the 
most unforgettable and thoroughly enjoyable 
experiences of my life. I know that we all wish 
we could spend more time together, and that it 
will be very difficult for us to say goodbye, but 
I am confident that our friendships will last a 
lifetime. 

You have proven yourselves worthy examples 
to the youths of the Caribbean through the 
sterling performances which you have no doubt 
worked hard to achieve. I wish you continued 
success in the future. I would thank you from 
the bottom of my heart, but for you, my heart 
has no bottom.

Finally, I thank everyone present here today 
for making this occasion a special one for us. 

For all those who, in error, I have forgotten, 
please accept my most humble of apologies and 
most gracious of thanks.

I extend to you all the warm arm of 
immense and unequivocal, untampered; a pure 
and absolute thank you. 

opportunity to spend these past few days on such 
a breathtakingly beautiful island. We have had a 
truly wonderful time here. 

Mr Glenroy Cumberbatch, I must commend 
you on the smooth manner with which you 
carried us through the programme. I would also 
like to acknowledge our gratitude to Dr Didacus 
Jules, Registrar of CXC, and Professor E. Nigel 
Harris, Chairman of CXC for their informative 
presentations.

I must mention our deep sense of 
appreciation to the Honourable Andrew Fahie, 
for his words of inspiration, which will leave a 
lasting impact on us. We assure you that we will 
focus our efforts on becoming “educated” and 
that we will turn our knowledge into action, 
by preparing for the opportunities which may 
come to us in the future, so that they will not 
pass us by. 

I thank the Elmore Stout High School band 
and the St. George’s Secondary School Choir for 
their phenomenal performances. 

To our parents, who were there for us 
throughout our entire lives, giving of their best 
so that we could shine, we thank you. We are 

Kia Persaud of Queen’s College, Guyana was the Most Outstanding Candidate Overall
in the region in CSEC. She gave the vote of thanks at the Regional Top Awards

presentation ceremony in the British Virgin Islands. 

REGIONAL TOP AWARDS
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Rashad Brathwaite, a student of Harrison 
College, Barbados became the first non-
Trinidadian student to win the Dennis Irvine 
Award, the symbol of academic excellence in the 
Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examination 
(CAPE), offered by the Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC).

Since its inception in 2006, the Dennis 
Irvine Award was won by students from schools 
in Trinidad and Tobago in 2006, 2007 and 
2008. 

Rashad’s achievement has not only broken 
the grip of Trinidadian students on the award, 
but has topped all previous awardees. The other 
awardees achieved Grade I in ten or nine CAPE 
Units, while Rashad achieved Grade I in 12 Units. 
The other awardees won the Dennis Irvine Award 
and one other category, Rashad won the Dennis 
Irvine Award and two other categories.  

He achieved Grade I in 12 Units - Caribbean 
Studies, Communication Studies, French Units 
1 and 2, History Units 1 and 2, Law Units 1 and 
2, Sociology Units 1 and 2 and Spanish Units 1 
and 2.

With such outstanding performance, the 
Harrisonian swept three awards: the Dennis 
Irvine Award, the Most Outstanding Candidate 
in Modern Languages and the Most Outstanding 
Candidate in Humanities.

Another feature of Rashad’s performance 
which makes his accomplishment all the more 
outstanding is that he took two Units, Law Unit 
I and Unit 2 as a private candidate at an evening 
institution.  

Now a first-year student at The University 
of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Rashad 
believes that the CAPE programme adequately 
prepared him for university.

“CAPE has most definitely assisted with my 
preparation for UWI,” Rashad stated. “CAPE Law 
has given me a basic background for my current 
area of study which has been of immeasurable 
benefit. My other areas of study at CAPE have 
provided me with a general level of awareness 
of social, cultural and political issues which has 
been especially useful in debating.”

The Barbados Scholar added, “The 
research skil ls employed at CAPE have 
provided a base to build on, however, given 
the technical nature of law, there are new 
research skills which had to be adopted.”  
Rashad plans to continue his studies to the 
Master’s level and is thinking of pursuing studies 
in International Relations, Social Policy or 
Development Studies. This he hopes will facilitate 
his entry into the international diplomatic arena 

via United Nations or any affiliate or related 
organisation.

Another student from Harrison College, 
Alisia Sheppard, copped the award for the Most 
Outstanding Candidate in Technical Studies.  
Alisia achieved Grade I in eight Units - Art and 
Design Units 1 and 2, Biology Units 1 and 2, 
Caribbean Studies, Chemistry Units 1 and 2 and 
Communication Studies.

Alisia is currently at the University of 
Toronto at Victoria in Canada pursuing a degree 
in Life Sciences.

Both Rashad’s and Alisia’s performance 
earned them Barbados Scholarships.  In addition, 
they were both surprised when Dr Idamay Denny, 
Deputy Chief Education Officer of Barbados 
presented each of them with a cheque from the 
Government of Barbados. 

TRINIdAd STUdENTS TAKE LION SHARE
Even though a student from Trinidad and 

Tobago did not win the Dennis Irvine Award in 
2009, students from the Twin-island Republic 

captured most of the CAPE awards. 
Chantal Cave of St Joseph’s Convent, Port-

of-Spain, won the award for the Most Outstanding 
Performance Natural Science. Chantal achieved 
Grade I in ten Units with all As in the Module 
Grades. She achieved Grade I in Biology Units 1 
and 2, Caribbean Studies, Chemistry Units 1 and 
2, Communication Studies, Physics Units 1 and 
2 and Pure Mathematics Units 1 and 2.

This outstanding performance also won her 
the prestigious President’s Medal in Trinidad and 
Tobago, the top academic scholarship awarded 
in that country.

Chantal is currently on a year off and she 
said, “I am simply enjoying my remaining time 
in Trinidad, relaxing and spending time with 
my family.” She has been accepted at Oxford 
University to study Medicine and will start her 
studies in October 2010. 

Students from schools in Trinidad and 
Tobago also won in three other categories, 
Business Studies, Environmental Science and 
Mathematics. 

BARBAdIAN IS TOP CAPE STUdENT IN 2009
dr Idamay denny congratulates Rashad Brathwaite

REGIONAL TOP AWARDS
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Shivana Sharma of Lakshmi Girls’ Hindu 
School received the Business Studies Award. 
Shivana achieved Grade I in eight Units, 
including six Business Units. She achieved Grade 
I in Accounting Units 1 and 2, Caribbean Studies, 
Communication Studies, Economics Units 1 and 
2 and Management of Business Units 1 and 2.

Shivana is a student at the University of the 
West Indies, St Augustine Campus, Trinidad and 
Tobago where she is studying Law. 

Kiron Neale of Presentation College, San 
Fernando, won the award for Most Outstanding 
Candidate in Environmental Science. Kiron 
achieved Grade I in five Units and Grade II in 
three Units. He achieved Grade I in Biology Units 
1 and 2, Communication Studies, Environmental 
Science Units 1 and 2, and Grade II in Caribbean 
Studies and Geography Units 1 and 2. 

The budding environmentalist is studying 
Environmental Science at The UWI, St Augustine 
Campus in Trinidad and Tobago. 

The award for the Most Outstanding 
Candidate in Mathematics went to Stuart deoraj 
of Presentation College, Chaguanas. Stuart 
achieved Grade I in ten Units with all A grades 
in the Modules.  He achieved Grade I in Applied 
Mathematics Units 1 and 2, Biology Units 1 and 
2, Caribbean Studies, Chemistry Units 1 and 2, 
Communication Studies and Pure Mathematics 
Units 1 and 2. 

After completing CAPE, Stuart took a year 
off and is teaching Mathematics at his Alma 
Mater. He plans to study medicine at a university 
in the United Kingdom and is weighing his 
options of which university to attend. He has 
received acceptance offers from three medical 
schools at universities in the UK. He intends to 
become a cardiologist.

Pulandar Kandhi, CXC deputy Chairman,
presents award to Kiron Neale

Barbadian is Top CAPE Student in 2009

JAMAICA TAkES IT AGAIN
Kenny Huang  of  Campion College, 

continues Jamaica’s dominance in the area of 
Information and Communication Technology 
(Formerly Computer Science). Kenny became 
the third Jamaican and the second from Campion 
College, to receive the award for the Most 
Outstanding Performance in Information and 
Communication Technology. Kenny achieved 
Grade I in ten Units - Caribbean Studies, 
Communication Studies, Chemistry Units 1 and 
2, Computer Science Units 1 and 2, Physics Units 
1 and 2 and Pure Mathematics Units 1 and 2. 

Currently, he is pursuing a degree in 
Engineering at Harvey Mudd College in 
Claremont, California in the United States. 

The awardees were presented with their 
awards at the Regional Top Awards Ceremony, 
held at the HLS Community College Auditorium, 
British Virgin Islands on 3rd December 2009. 
The prize package included US$1000.00 for 
each subject category and US$2000.00 for the 
Dennis Irvine Award, a set of life skills books 
from Longman/Pearson and a commemorative 
plaque.

Regional Top Awardees pose for the cameras with their prizes at the presentation ceremony 
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Kamal Wood

Quiet, humble and unassuming, Kamal 
Wood is not the picture of your usual book 
worm. In fact, he is not a book worm at all. He 
is president of the Debating Society at the UWI’s 
Cave Hill Campus; Vice president of Student 
Today-Alumni Tomorrow (STAT); serves on the 
Constitution and Electoral Committees of the 
Guild of Students and is an active member of the 
Campus Crusade for Christ and the Vincentian 
Student Association (VINSA). 

Apart from all those things, Kamal is the 
2010 Rhodes Scholar for the Commonwealth 
Caribbean.  Additionally, he won the Prime 
Minister’s Award in St Vincent and the Grenadines 
for Best Overall results at the 6th form level in 
2006. 

But Kamal first came to regional prominence 
in 2004 when he won the award for the Most 
Outstanding Candidate Overall in the Region 
in the May/June CSEC examinations. Then a 
student at the St Vincent Grammar School, Kamal 
achieved Grade I in 11 subjects. Winning the 
award has impacted Kamal’s life significantly. 

“First I was surprised,” he said, “on hearing 
the news of winning the award. But it made me 
believe that I was capable of doing more than I 
thought I could do previously.”   

Following receipt of the CSEC award 
Kamal advanced to tertiary education, when 
he  attended the St Vincent Community College 
where he pursued CAPE Mathematics, and A 
‘Level Chemistry, Computer Science, Physics, 
Psychology and General Paper. 

“My results weren’t as good as I wanted 
them to be,” he said modestly with a chuckle. 
However, for most people those results would 
send them jumping to the sky with joy. What 
were his results? He achieved a Grade I in CAPE 
Maths with all As in his Module Grades; A for the 
A’Level General Paper, Physics and Psychology; B 
for Computer Science and C for Chemistry.

Although not to Kamal’s expectations, the 
results won him the Prime Minister Award in 
2006-the award given to the student with the best 
results at the St Vincent Community College.

UWI
With these two significant academic 

accomplishments, Kamal was still not sure 
what he wanted to study at university.                                                                                                                                      
       He explained that he took a year to work while, 
“I tried to determine what I wanted to do.”

He applied to UWI to do a degree in 
Mathematics and Psychology and was accepted, 
however, by the second semester he changed his 
option to Mathematics and Computer Science. 
Asked about his seeming indecision, he replied, 
“I am interested in a lot of things. I read widely 
and my interest isn’t limited to science.”

“I actually like Computer Science,” he stated, 
“that is why I switched. I find it goes well with 
Maths.” 

He is due to graduate from UWI in October 
this year and said the UWI experience was a 
good one. “Being at a Caribbean university, you 
meet a lot of different Caribbean people and 
learn their cultures and accents.” he told The 
Caribbean Examiner. “The work has been a little 
challenging, especially the last two semesters.”

RHOdES SCHOLARSHIP 
In 2007, Luke Browne, then a student at 

UWI Cave Hill Campus and a former student 
of the St Vincent Grammar School, Kamal’s 
alma mater, won the Rhodes Scholar for 2008. 
This inspired Kamal to apply for the prestigious 
award.

“I have known about the Rhodes Scholars 
for a while now, but the thing that brought it 
home to me was when Luke Brown won it,” he 
explained, “I thought, I can do that.” 

Although he said he saw the advertisement 
for this year’s award late, he was fortunate in 
that, for the first time the programme accepted 
online applications. “This made it less hectic as I 
was able to do everything online, not wondering 
about the application reaching Jamaica late,” 
Kamal explained.

He greeted the news that he was among six 
candidates short-listed with “muted joy.” He then 
began preparing for the scholarship interview. 
According to him the preparation was a “little 
difficult” but he believes he had the “purpose of 
God” on his side. There are a few Rhodes Scholars 
on the Cave Hill Campus and he spoke with 
them as part of his preparation. He also knew the 
Jamaican Rhodes Scholar and spoke with her a 
few days before his interview.

So what set Kamal apart from the other five 
candidates?

“I really don’t know,” he answered. “My 
interview was the longest of the six and that could 
have been good or bad, but things worked out for 
me,” he said smiling. 

The announcement of the award was made 
on November 24, 2009 by Sir Clifford Husbands, 
Governor General of Barbados.

Kamal has applied to Oxford University to 
pursue an MSc in Mathematical Modeling and 
Scientific Computing. 

“It fits well with what I am doing so far,” 
he noted.

FROM REGIONAL TOP AwARDEE TO

RHOdES SCHOLAR
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SEON THOMPSON
After winning the Regional Top Award 

in 2003, I attended The University of the West 
Indies at the St Augustine campus where I gained 
a Certificate in Visual Arts with distinction. As 
a result of my excellent performance, I won the 
Pat Choo Foon Prize for the Best Visual Art 
Certificate Student in Art and Design.

I continued my studies at the University 
and in 2008 graduated with a B.A. in Visual 
Arts. Following graduation, I entered my final 
year animation project ‘Small Ting Mentality’ 
in the Animae Caribe Animation and New 
Media Festival and won the Award for the Most 
Outstanding Caribbean Animation. My interest 
in multimedia design led me to work as a Graphic 
Designer at Docucentre Ltd, during which time I 
exhibited my art at several group shows. Presently 
I am employed as an Animation Supervisor at 
Full Circle Animation Studio and I am also a 
practicing multimedia artist and designer.

KIBILERI WILLIAMS
Over the last seven years my life has changed 

tremendously. After receiving the UWI/CXC 
scholarship offer in 2002, I opted to complete 
sixth form at Queen’s College, Guyana before 
registering at the St Augustine Campus of UWI 
for a degree in Medicine. I chose St Augustine just 
because of Trinidad’s proximity to Guyana so that 
my transition to college life would be a little less 
difficult. Alas, it was still hard to leave my single 
mum behind and start a new life, but it happened 
somehow. I was accommodated at the Joyce 
Gibson Inniss Hall in the Eric Williams Medical 
Complex at Mount Hope and my training began 
in September of 2004.

Pursuing the degree in Medicine was very 
time-consuming but there was always a bit of 
time for socializing, making lifelong friendships, 
participating in concerts at the Joyce Gibson Hall, 
an occasional play of badminton, a swim here 
and there, and of course jogging which is one 

Where are they now

of my favorite things to do. On summer breaks 
at home in Guyana, I volunteered to do some 
laboratory work and would occasionally shadow 
a Urologist who was a friend of the family for the 
added clinical exposure. My two final clinical 
years were more enjoyable than the preliminary 
basic sciences program, particularly a short 
4-week elective in General Surgery which I did 
at the Mona Campus in Jamaica. My elective at 
Mona was certainly one of the more fulfilling and 
memorable experiences of my medical training. 
Research is compulsory in the program here and 
I was privileged to have worked on a paper with 
other students and under the supervision of one 
of our Professors on sickle cell disease which is 
currently on its way to publication.

Five long years came to an end last June 
and I graduated with Honors in Medicine and 
Surgery and the Regional Awards for both 
disciplines. I was so grateful to God for this 
and was thankful for the support of my family 
and friends over the years. I decided to do my 
internship year in Trinidad as I am most familiar 
with this system having trained here and am 
currently employed at the Port of Spain General 
Hospital. With regard to my future ambitions, 
I am currently interested in pursuing a career 
in Neonatology but have always had a love and 
respect for Surgery, particularly Urology, so we’ll 
see how that goes. 

REGIONAL TOP AWARDEES – WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
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The number of candidates sitting the 
2010 January Caribbean Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC) examinations more than 
doubled. Some 54,866 candidates wrote the 
examinations this year compared with 26,093 in 
2009, an increase of 110 percent. 

Subject entries also increased significantly 
with 76, 899 subject entries received this year 
compared with 43,873 in 2009, a 75 percent 
increase.

The increase was due mainly to a change 
in policy in Trinidad and Tobago; where the 
Government took a decision to pay the fees of all 
private candidates to write CXC examinations. 

PERfORMANCE
Performance declined in nine of the twelve 

subjects offered in January, while improvements 
were made in the other three subjects, when 
compared with performance in 2009. 

While the overall performance percentage 
declined by three percent, the actual number of 
candidates achieving acceptable grades at the 
higher end of the scale increased in several of the 
subjects.

In 2009 when there were 43,873 subject 
entries, 55 percent of entries achieved acceptable 
grades – Grades I to III, and this year with 76, 899 
subject entries, 51 percent of the entries achieved 
acceptable grades.

The three subjects  with improved 
performance were Chemistry, Human and Social 
Biology and Information Technology. 

For Chemistry, 41 percent of the entries 
achieved acceptable grades compared with 37 
percent in 2009. Despite the improvement, 
the Examining Committee said that Organic 

Chemistry remains a major weakness on the 
Chemistry paper.

Human and Social Biology saw a nine-
percentage point improvement, with 54 percent 
of the entries achieving Grades I to III compared 
with 45 percent in 2009. Information Technology, 
which declined last year, rebounded this year with 
a seven-percent improvement. Sixty-four percent 
of the entries achieved Grades I to III compared 
with 57 percent in 2009.

Noting the improved performance on 
questions dealing with Database Management, 
the Examining Committee for Information 
Technology listed five areas of weak performance. 
These are Binary Mathematics, User Interfaces, 
Problem-Solving and Programming, Spreadsheet 
and Database Management.

Spanish returned the best performance 
overall, even though there was a decline when 
compared with 2009.  Seventy percent of entries 
achieved acceptable grades this year, compared 
with 75 percent last year. 

Most of the Examining Committees reported 
a general lack of preparedness of candidates. 

The Principles of Accounts Committee 
stated that candidates were not adequately 
prepared, and suggested that candidates utilize 
the resources available including the POA Study 
Guide and past examination papers. The latter 
was also recommended by the Social Studies 
Examining Committee. 

Performance in Biology this year declined 
significantly compared with previous years 
and the Examining Committee identified four 
topics which candidates were particularly weak 
on. These are Fruit and Seed Dispersal, Plant 
and Animal Cell Structure, Adaptations to 
the Environment and Physical Factors of the 
Environment.

Further, the Committee expressed the view 
that while candidates may know some of the 
material, they could not effectively utilize their 
knowledge. 

Mathematics, with 22,354 entries, saw 
a decline in performance this year, however, 
the Committee noted that candidates showed 
good proficiency in Computation, Set theory, 
Consumer Arithmetic and Investigations, but 
“performed poorly on Relations, Functions and 
Graphs, Trigonometry and Geometry, Vector and 
Matrices and Measurement.”

English A had the largest number of 
candidates registered, some 23,062. There was a 
marginal decline in performance; 55 percent of 
entries achieved Grades I to III, compared with 
59 percent in 2009. The Examining Committee 
has recommended that “efforts to improve the 
skills of teachers in the teaching of English must 
be ongoing.” 

Record numbers
write January
CSEC Exams 
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The Caribbean Examinations Council and 
the Open Campus of the University of the West 
Indies signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
on Thursday 3 December 2009 in the British 
Virgin Islands. 

The MOU was signed at the opening 
ceremony of the Council meeting at the HL 
Stoutt Community College Auditorium. 

The agreement calls for CXC and the Open 
Campus “to collaborate on the development of an 
online diploma/certificate in education.”

The certification is to include a focus 
on the delivery of the CXC curricula with 
emphasis on the practical component, such as 
the school-based assessment; development of 
content with master teachers and curriculum 
development specialists; coordination with 
ministries of education for inclusion into their 
professional development programme; initial 

Pro-Vice Chancellor Hazel Simmons-Mcdonald of the 
UWI Open Campus and dr didacus Jules, CXC Registrar 
signing MOU in the British Virgin Islands

focus on the Caribbean Secondary Education 
Certificate (CSEC) examinations; support for 
the new pedagogy for the Caribbean Certificate 

of Secondary Level Competence.
CXC and the Open Campus also plan to 

collaborate on the development of an open-
source learning (eLearning) platform to increase 
access to quality learning resources and strategies. 
This will encompass primarily the use of the UWI 
Open Learning Centres as potential delivery sites 
as part of a blended learning strategy.

The two institutions also agreed that 
given their roles as the points of convergence 
for technology and education at the secondary 
and tertiary levels respectively; they will 
collaborate where possible and feasible on 
the negotiation of access to technologies with 
regional telecommunication providers.

The MOU also makes provision for the 
enhancement of skills among CXC staff with 
respect to training in instructional design and 
the use of technology in online learning.

CXC AND UwI OPEN CAMPUS SIGN MOU

CXC NEWS
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The picturesque British Virgin Islands 
was the venue for the Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC) 41st Meeting. Under the 
Chairmanship of Professor E Nigel Harris, Vice 
Chancellor of the University of the West Indies, 
the Council’s business meetings were held at the 
Treasure Isle Hotel, in Road Town, Tortola, the 
BVI’s largest island on 3rd and 4th December, 
2009. 

The meeting of the School Examinations 
Committee (SEC) was held on Thursday 3rd 
December. 

SEC deals with technical matters relating 
to syllabus development and examinations 
administration. The meeting received the report 
on the administration of all of the Council’s 
examinations in 2009: CAPE, CSEC, CCSLC and 
CVQ, and the performance of candidates in the 
examinations.

One of the highlights of the report was the 
full achievement of electronic registration of 
all candidates, including candidates from the 
External Territories, St Maarten and Saba.  The 
report further stated that in 2010, a new Internet-
based Online Registration System (ORS) is being 
rolled out and will make the registration process 
more efficient. 

Some of the benefits of the new ORS listed 
include, access to real-time registration data 
and School Based Assessment and Internal 
Assessment data, a reduction in registration 
errors and efficiency in the submission of 
registration and SBA/IA data. 

The meeting was also informed that the 
Council is exploring the use of electronic 
marking for some of its subjects in the future. 
In this regard, in October last year, the Council 
conducted an E-marking pilot project.

The meeting of the Council, the highest 
decision making body was held on Friday 4th 
December. 

One of the main items on the agenda was 
the Registrar’s Report to Council, where he 
outlined the accomplishments and challenges 
of CXC in 2009. 

Among the highlights were the increases in 
candidate and subject entries for CAPE, CCSLC 
and CSEC May/June examinations in 2009, a 
four-percent improvement in performance at 
CSEC, the revision of three CSEC and three 
CAPE syllabuses, the development of a new 
syllabus for Additional Mathematics, which 
will be examined for the first time in 2012, the 
technological transformation that is taking place 
at the Council and the formation and work of the 
Business Development Unit.

STUdENTS MEET TOP BRASS
The BVI’s political top brass hosted the 

Regional Top Awardees and a delegation from 
CXC in a series of courtesy calls. As part of their 
prize package, the students got an opportunity 
to interact with the political leadership of the 
host country.  Courtesy calls were made on 
His Excellency David Pearey, Governor of the 
BVI. When Governor Pearey heard about the 
students’ achievements he was impressed and 
said he was not aware that students studied so 
many subjects. Honourable Dancia Penn, who 
was the Acting Premier in the absence of the 
Premier, Honourable Ralph T O’Neal hosted 
the awardees for what was a long and engaged 
session. Honourable Penn who is the Minister 
of Health, engaged the students in discussions 
on various topics; from their chosen career 
paths to Art. 

Mrs V Inez Archibald, Deputy Governor 
of the BVI also entertained the students for 
a courtesy call. The Deputy Governor told 
the students they are the future leaders of the 
Caribbean and the region expects a lot from 
them.

Honourable Andrew Fahie, Minister of 
Education and Culture said BVI felt honoured 
to host the crème de la crème of the region’s 
secondary school students. 

“You must use your knowledge to transform 
the region,” Minister Fahie told the 15 students. 
“There is a difference between getting an 
education and being educated; seek to be 
educated,” he stated.

 The Minister was particularly taken by the 
best short story written by Shantal Pellington of 
Excelsior High School. He told Shantal that she 
has been blessed with a talent to write stories 
which connect with her readers. 

AWARdS CEREMONY 
One of the highlights of the meeting 

in the BVI was the opening ceremony and 
presentation of regional top awards held at the 
HLS Community College’s Auditorium on the 
night of Thursday 3rd December 2009. 

At the ceremony, the 15 students were 
presented with their prizes. Two BVI Islanders 
were also honoured on the night. Mrs Jennie 
Wheatley, a member of the “CXC Class of ‘79” 
was presented with a commemorative plaque. 
Mrs Wheatley was a member of the first CSEC 
English A Panel established to prepare the 
syllabus for the 1979 examination. 

Mrs Valentine Lewis, an educator in the 
BVI for almost 40 years and CXC Local Registrar 
in the BVI, was honoured by the Ministry of 
Education for service to education in the BVI. 

Delivering the feature address, Honourable 
Andrew Fahie, Minister of Education and Culture 
in the British Virgin Islands said CXC is a very 
significant institution in the Caribbean region. 
He said for CXC to remain relevant it must 
constantly review its processes and ensure its 
examinations meet the needs of the region.

The Turks and Caicos Islands will host 
Council in 2010.

British Virgin 
Islands hosts
41st Meeting
of Council

dr Jules presents Honourable Andrew fahie, Minister of Education in the British Virgin Islands
with a gift following a courtesy call 
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The Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) 
and Ian Randle Publishers on Thursday 8 April 
2010 launched a new line of Past Paper booklets 
for the Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate 
(CSEC) and the Caribbean Advanced Proficiency 
Examination (CAPE) at CXC’s Headquarters in 
Barbados.

The event was the first in a series of launches 
which took place across the region, to signal the 
first fruits of a partnership which was initialled 
on 9 September 2009 by the two Caribbean 
institutions. Similar events were hosted in Belize, 
Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago.

During the event, Mr Ian Randle, Chairman 
of Ian Randle Publishers presented samples of the 
booklets to Dr Didacus Jules, CXC Registrar and 
Mr Laurie King, Chief Education Officer (Acting) 
in the Ministry of Education and Human Resource 
Development, Barbados.

Under the terms and conditions of the 
agreement, CXC has granted IRP exclusive 
publishing rights in respect of syllabuses and past 
examination question papers for all Caribbean 
Advanced Proficiency Examination (CAPE) 
and Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate 
(CSEC) subjects. The agreement also grants non-
exclusive rights in respect of subjects reports and 
related specimen papers and mark schemes for 
CAPE and CSEC subjects.

“The strategic alliance with IRP optimises 
the production, marketing and distribution 
of high-quality resource materials as part of a 
wider strategy to increase access to examinations 
and certification within the Caribbean region,” 
explained Mr Guy Hewitt, Head of CXC Corporate 
Strategy and Business Development Unit.

SCHOOLS REPORTS INCLUdEd
Some 42 different titles representing all the 

subject areas examined by the CXC at CSEC and 
CAPE were published under the agreement and 
are now available. “The booklets carry an attractive 
colourful design and are very reader friendly,” Mr 
Randle stated.

“Moreover, they feature a significant value-
added component – the Examiners’ Schools 
Reports – incorporated as part of each subject 
booklet,” explained Mr Randle as he spoke at 
the launch in Barbados. “This is important not 
only in giving the client (teachers, institutions, 
students) more value for money, but also to the 
CXC because it immediately and effectively solves 
the problem of how to distribute the Reports to its 
widest possible target  audience, thus ensuring that 
the Reports are read and utilized by both teachers 
and students.”

Dr Didacus Jules, CXC Registrar also 
underscored the importance of the added value 
of the Subject Reports. “The publication of the 
Subject Reports is a significant step forward 
because these reports are prepared by the 
examining committee for each subject in every 
examination.”

The CXC Registrar gave an example of 
how the Subject Reports can help to improve 
performance. “From several preceding years, the 
examination committee for Geography has been 
pointing to the need for improved map-reading 
skills by the students, and the schools apparently 
finally paid attention to that guidance and we saw 
in last year’s examination, significant improvement 
in performance because attention has been given 
to improving map reading skills.” 

TRANSPARENCY 
Ian Randle Publishers was selected after a 

tendering process, which saw bids being submitted 
by both Caribbean and international publishers, 
to render a range of publishing services for CXC-
branded publications. 

Dr Jules said that CXC was looking for a 
company that meets international standards, but 
as a regional body, CXC wants to build regional 
publishing capacity and IRP fitted the bill in 
both cases as one of the leading publishers in 
the region. 

He added, “IRP’s selection demonstrates 
that regional companies have the capacity to 
compete internationally without compromising 
on quality.”

IMPROVEd ACCESS
The publication of the Past Paper booklets 

and Subject Reports by IRP increases access to 
these important resource materials by more 
students and teachers. 

As one of the leading scholarly and academic 
publishers in the Caribbean, IRP has a well 
established marketing and distribution network 
which has been put to work in distributing the 
booklets. 

“To truly publish a work it requires that the 
work must get into the hands of the reader and 
that will be our greatest challenge,” Mr Randle 
noted. “We are confident that with the distribution 
arrangements we have in place, the large markets 
of Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago, will be well served. 

Mr Randle said they are conscious of the 
special needs of the smaller OECS countries:                                                                                                                                
Belize, Suriname, the Cayman Islands, the Turks 
and Caicos Islands and the Dutch Antilles and 
will be making arrangements to ensure their 
availability in all territories.

In this regard, one of the important new 
dimensions in the distribution of this new series 
of past papers is the facility to order copies online 
through the IRP secure purchasing facility at www.
ianrandlepublishers.com. 

“What this means is that the books are now 
available to anyone interested in purchasing a 
copy or copies in any part of the world,” stated 
Mr Randle.

CXC ANd IRP LAUNCH PAST PAPER BOOKLETS

Mr Ian Randle (right) presents copies of the new booklets
to Mr Laurie king, Chief Education Officer (Acting), Barbados
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CXC AND US UNIVERSITIES SIGN ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS 

MONROE COLLEGE
“This Articulation Agreement is designed 

to facilitate the most efficient and expeditious 
incorporation of CXC’s transferees into the 
student body of Monroe College,” states a section 
of the agreement with Monroe College.

The agreement with Monroe focuses on 
two particular programmes which the college 
is known for internationally: the Bachelor’s in 
Business Administration in Business Management 
and the Bachelors in Information Systems.

“This articulation agreement between 
Monroe College and CXC focuses on the 
procedures to be observed by graduates of CXC 
who have successfully completed the Associate 
Degree at CXC and who plan to continue through 
Monroe College’s baccalaureate program 
curricula leading to the attainment of the 
Bachelor of Business Administration in Business 
Management, or Information Systems,” the 
agreement further explained.

Under the agreement, Monroe College 
will accept up to 21 credits, the equivalent of 
one year’s worth of credits from students who 
have completed a CXC Associate degree in good 
academic standing.

from CHM 101 and CHM 101 Lab, CHM 102 
and CHM 102 Lab, and General Chemistry I 
and II with Labs. 

Physics students can expect to be exempted 
from PHY 101 and PHY 101 Lab, PHY 102 and 
PHY 102 Lab, and General Physics I and II with 
Labs.

Students entering with Pure Mathematics 
will be exempted from MAT 131 and 132 and 
Calculus I and II. 

Electrical and Electronic Technology 
students will benefit from three exemptions: 
PHY 232 and PHY 232 Lab and Fundamentals 
of Electronics with Labs.

JOHNSON ANd WALES UNIVERSITY 
Johnson and Wales University has four 

campuses around the United States: Providence, 
Rhode Island; North Miami, Florida; Denver, 
Colorado; and Charlotte, North Carolina. It 
is different from most universities, in that, it 
operates on a three-term system, rather than the 
two-semester system which has been adopted by 
most universities. 

After initial discussions in 2008, Johnson 
and Wales and CXC finally put pen to paper in 

In this regard, Monroe will accept students 
with Grades I to III as eligible for transfer credit 
provided they are part of the Associate degree. 
Individual CAPE Units will be evaluated on an 
individual basis.  

OGLETHORPE UNIVERSITy 
Oglethorpe University is a small, selective 

Liberal Arts school in Atlanta, Georgia. After 
almost a year of discussions, CXC and Oglethorpe 
signed an agreement late in 2009. 

The agreement ensures that “any student 
attaining an Associate degree from CXC will 
be granted 28 semester credit hours in major 
or minor subject areas offered at Oglethorpe 
University.” The 28 semester credits are equivalent 
to one full year at Oglethorpe. 

For students who have successfully 
completed CAPE and who do not have an 
Associate degree, four semester credits will be 
awarded for each Unit successfully completed. 
Credits will be given for Grade IV or better. 

Students with CAPE Units 1 and 2 in 
Chemistry and Physics will be well rewarded 
with credits and exempted from several first year 
courses. Chemistry will command exemptions 

Johnson and Wales University 

As more Caribbean students 
look to North American universities 
to pursue their tertiary education, 
CXC is constantly in discussion with 
universities and colleges to ensure 
students transition smoothly from CAPE 
into their bachelors programme. 

One of the strategies for doing that, 
is the signing of articulation agreements 
between CXC and universities and 
colleges. Over the last six months, the 
Council has been able to conclude 
three articulation agreements. The 
agreements were signed with Monroe 
College, Johnson and Wales University 
and Oglethorpe University. In addition, 
more universities are publishing CAPE 
Equivalence Credit Charts, while other 
universities are updating their CAPE 
Credit Charts as more students present 
their CAPE qualification. 

CXC NEWS
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CXC Articulation Agreements

Course subjeCt sCAD equivAlent

ART AND DESIGN
Art & Design Unit 1 .........................................Studio elective or free elective
Art & Design Unit 2 .........................................Studio elective or free elective
Geometrical and Mechanical
Engineering Drawing Unit 1 ...........................Studio elective or free elective
Geometrical and Mechanical
Engineering Drawing Unit 2 ...........................Studio elective or free elective

GENERAL EDUCATION
Accounting Unit 1 ............................................General education elective or free elective
Accounting Unit 2 ............................................General education elective or free elective
Applied Mathematics Unit 1 ...........................MATH 100 – Basic Math
Applied Mathematics Unit 2 ...........................MATH 100 – Basic Math, or general education elective or free elective
Biology Unit 1 ..................................................Accepted as general education elective or free elective unless student 

passes the mathematics competency exam. In this case, may use as 
Natural Science requirement.

Biology Unit 2 ..................................................Accepted as general education elective or free elective unless student 
passes the mathematics competency exam. In this case, may use as 
Natural Science requirement.

Caribbean Studies ............................................General education elective or free elective
Chemistry Unit 1 ..............................................Accepted as general education elective or free elective unless student 

passes the mathematics competency exam. In this case, may use as 
Natural Science requirement.

Chemistry Unit 2 ..............................................Accepted as general education elective or free elective unless student 
passes the mathematics competency exam. In this case, may use as 
Natural Science requirement.

Communication Studies ..................................General education elective or free elective
Computer Science Unit 1 .................................General education elective or free elective
Computer Science Unit 2 .................................General education elective or free elective
Economics Unit 1 .............................................Social/Behavioral Sciences requirement, or general education elective 

or free elective
Electrical and Electronic
Technology Unit 1 ............................................None
Electrical and Electronic
Technology Unit 2 ............................................None
Environmental Science Unit 1 .........................Accepted as general education elective or free elective unless student 

passes the mathematics competency exam. In this case, may use as 
Natural Science requirement.

Environmental Science Unit 2 .........................Accepted as general education elective or free elective unless student 
passes the mathematics competency exam. In this case, may use as 
Natural Science requirement.

Food and Nutrition ..........................................None
French Unit 1 ....................................................FREN 101, or general education elective or free elective
French Unit 2 ....................................................FREN 102, or general education elective or free elective
Geography Unit 1 .............................................General education elective or free elective
Geography Unit 2 .............................................General education elective or free elective
History Unit 1 ..................................................General education elective or free elective
History Unit 2 ..................................................General education elective or free elective
Information Technology Unit 1 ......................General education elective or free elective
Information Technology Unit 2 ......................General education elective or free elective
Law Unit 1 ........................................................General education elective or free elective
Law Unit 2 ........................................................General education elective or free elective
Literatures in English Unit 1 ...........................English elective, or general education elective or free elective
Literatures in English Unit 2 ...........................English elective, or general education elective or free elective
Management of Business Unit 1......................General education elective or free elective
Management of Business Unit 2......................General education elective or free elective
Physics Unit 1 ...................................................PHYS 201, general education elective or free elective
Physics Unit 2 ...................................................General education elective or free elective
Pure Mathematics Unit 1 .................................MATH 201, or general education elective or free elective
Pure Mathematics Unit 2 .................................MATH 201, or general education elective or free elective
Sociology Unit 1 ...............................................Social/Behavioral Sciences requirement, or general education elective 

or free elective
Sociology Unit 2 ...............................................Social/Behavioral Sciences requirement, or general education elective 

or free elective
Spanish Unit 1 ..................................................SPAN 101, or general education elective or free elective
Spanish Unit 1 ..................................................SPAN 102, general education elective or free elective

http://www.scad.edu/admission/transfer/caribbean-proficiency-exam.cfm
The minimum acceptable Grade is IV.

CaribbEan advanCEd ProfiCiEnCy ExaminaTion
January 2010 with an articulation agreement. 
Under the agreement, CAPE grades of IV or 
better are awarded transfer credit. In most 
cases, each Unit is awarded 4.5 credits, however, 
in some cases a Unit may attract more credits 
depending on the JWU course equivalent. For 
Accounting Unit 1, students will receive credits 
for Accounting 1, Business Accounting 1 and 
Hospitality Accounting 1. They will receive 
similar credits for Accounting Unit 2 at a higher 
level, that is, Accounting II, Business Accounting 
II, and Hospitality Accounting II.

Known for its hospitality and business 
programmes, JWU offers three course exemptions 
for both Units of Food and Nutrition. For Food 
and Nutrition Unit 1, students get exempted 
from Introduction to Nutrition, Hotel Food 
and Beverage Operations and Essentials of 
International Food and Beverage; while for Food 
and Nutrition Unit 2, they are exempted from 
Menu Planning and Cost Control, Food and 
Beverage and Cost Control and one Hospitality 
Elective. 

Johnson and Wales will only award credits 
for Units which apply to the students’ intended 
major.

“Our agreement is very important to JWU as 
we’ve been committed to welcoming students to 
JWU from the Caribbean for many years,” stated 
Fred Johnson, JWU’s Director of Caribbean and 
Latin American Relations. “Anything that we can 
do to make that process easier and smoother for 
your students, we will do it.”

“Our best students come from the islands 
and we need more of them, so this was an 
easy way to make the process easier for any 
student considering studying at JWU,” Johnson 
explained.  

CAPE EqUIVALENCY CHART
“The Caribbean Advanced Proficiency 

Examination (CAPE) indicates a level of 
achievement that may qualify a student for 
advanced standing.” This statement is from 
Brandy Fransen, Senior Admission Representative 
at Savannah College of Art and Design(SCAD), 
who has been recruiting students in the Caribbean 
for almost 10 years.  

SCAD, based in Atlanta, Georgia recently 
published a CAPE Equivalency Chart showing 
its credits for CAPE courses. SCAD operates on 
a 10-week quarter system and not a semester 
system. Each subject at SCAD is worth five credit 
hours. Students can earn up to 45 credit hours 
from exemptions with their CAPE Units. This is 
equivalent to one year, since the summer quarter 
is optional. 

CAPE Units are accepted as general 
education elective, free elective or in the cases of 
Art and Design and Geometrical and Mechanical 
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Engineering Drawing, they are accepted as 
exemptions for studio electives. 

See http://www.scad.edu/admission/
transfer/caribbean-proficiency-exam.cfm

The Washington-based American University 
has updated its listing of CAPE subjects receiving 
credits.

“If you are taking CAPE Unit II level exams 
and score either Grades I or II on any of the 
following subjects, and if you are admitted to 
AU and join our global community, you will 
receive advanced standing AND credits for AU 
level classes…” stated Evelyn Levinson, Director 
of International Admissions at American 
University.

AU has so far evaluated nine CAPE subjects 
including the three natural sciences, both foreign 
languages, Mathematics, Literatures in English, 
Geography and Economics. 

Students received eight credits each for 
Chemistry and Physics; six credits each for 
Economics, French, Spanish, and Geography; 
four credits each for Biology, Mathematics and 
three for Literatures in English. 

“We at AU value CAPE and the education 

that you have received at home,” said Ms 
Levinson. “Depending on how many of the above 
exams you took and your marks, you may be able 
to graduate in 3.5 years instead of 4 years and save 
time and expenses.”

St Mary’s University in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada has also updated its CAPE Equivalency 
Chart from 2008. St Mary’s has now approved 13 
CAPE subjects for transfer credits. 

“For each CAPE course, the equivalent 
of six credit hours at Saint Mary’s University 
is granted,” noted Dr Paul Dixon of St Mary’s 
University. Students must have achieved Grades 
I to III in order to benefit from the credits and 
exemptions.

The subjects  approved so  far  are 
Accounting, Biology, Caribbean Studies, 
Chemistry, Communication Studies, Computer 
Science, Economics, Environmental Science, 
French, Management of Business, Physics, 
Pure Mathematics and Spanish. Each of the 
equivalent St Mary’s subjects, with the exception 
of Environmental Science and Spanish, counts 
as three credit hours; those two count for six 
credits each.

“Our best students come from the islands and we need more of them, so this was an
easy way to make the process easier for any student considering to study at JWU”.

CXC Articulation Agreements

Washington-based American University (AU)

Monroe College
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The  London Summer 
Olympics is not the only big thing 
happening in 2012. The other big 
event happening in 2012? The 
first examination for Additional 
Mathematics offered by CXC at 
CSEC General Proficiency.

In the same way as the athletes 
who are hoping to make their 
names at the London Olympics 
have started preparations in 
2010, students preparing for this 
new and exciting subject will also 
start their preparations in 2010 - 
September. 

That’s when teaching of the 
new syllabus will commence in 
schools across the region. 

“In pursuing this course, 
students will be able to transition 
smoothly to higher levels of study 
in Mathematics, or move on to 
career choices where a deeper 
knowledge of general concepts 
is required,” according to the 
rationale of the new syllabus.

It further states that the syllabus “caters to 
diverse interests enabling students to develop 
and use skills in other areas of the curricula, thus 
providing a pathway to solving problems.” 

AIMS 
The aims of the syllabus are: to build upon 

those foundational concepts, techniques and skills 
acquired at the CSEC level and form linkages 
to areas of study at the Advanced Proficiency 
Level; enhance ways of learning Mathematics; 
generate further curiosity and analytical thinking 
in deriving solutions to problems which may 
not necessarily be solved by a single/unique 
approach; promote effective Mathematical 
communication; develop positive mathematical 
values, such as, accuracy, confidence and rigour; 
develop abilities to reason logically; and connect 
Mathematics with other disciplines such as 
Physics, Finance and everyday life.

CSEC GENERAL PROFICIENCy ADDITIONAL MATHEMATICS

TOPICS
The syllabus is divided into four sections. 

Each section is then further divided into topics 
which are defined by their specific objectives 
and content. 

The four sections are Algebra and Functions; 
Coordinate Geometry and Trigonometry; 
Introductory Calculus and Basic Mathematical 
Applications. 

PROfILES
Like all other CSEC subjects, Additional 

Mathematics will have profile grades in addition 
to the overall grade. The three profiles are 
Conceptual Knowledge, Algorithmic Knowledge 
and Reasoning. With respect to Conceptual 
Knowledge, candidates will be tested on their 
ability to recall, select and use appropriate facts, 
concepts and principles in a variety of contexts.

Algorithmic Knowledge will test candidates’ 
ability to manipulate mathematical expressions 
and procedures using appropriate symbols and 

language, logical and deduction 
and inferences.

The Reasoning profile will 
test the ability to select, use and 
evaluate mathematical models 
and interpret the results of a 
mathematical solution in terms 
of a given real-world problem 
and engage problem-solving. 

EXAMINATION fORMAT
The examinat ion w i l l 

consist of three papers: Paper 
01, a multiple choice paper; 
Paper 02, an essay or problem-
solving paper and Paper 03, 
the School Based Assessment. 
The SBA will focus on a project 
which requires candidates 
to demonstrate the practical 
application of Mathematics to 
everyday life. Candidates are 
expected to probe, describe and 
explain a mathematical area of 
interest and communicate the 
findings using mathematical 

language and symbols. 
“This new subject will bridge the gap 

between the CSEC Mathematics and the CAPE 
Mathematics syllabuses,” explained Glenroy 
Cumberbatch, CXC Pro Registrar. “It fosters the 
development of critical thinking and problem-
solving skills in students, as well as provides the 
foundation for CAPE Mathematics, Sciences and 
other areas of study.” 

The SBA is the first for mathematics. What 
this will do is to get students to see the link 
between what they study and their environment. 
Students pursuing CSEC Additional Mathematics 
should know the link between mathematics and 
their daily lives.

CXC thanks all  those persons who 
contributed to the development of this new and 
exciting syllabus.

In the same way as the athletes who are hoping to make their names at the
London Olympics have started preparations in 2010, students preparing for this new

and exciting subject will also start their preparations in 2010 - September. 

CXC NEWS
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EVOLUTION: WHY SHOULd WE CARE?
Have you ever wondered why humans have 

wisdom teeth, appendices and a tail-less tailbone 
if there is no obvious need for any of these traits? 
Or why viruses like influenza and HIV are so 
difficult to treat, much less cure? How about 
what led to the rise and fall of the mammoths, 
mastodons or dinosaurs? The answer to all these 
questions lies within the often misinterpreted 
theory of evolution.

Biological evolution, most scientists would 
agree, is the major unifying theme in the 
biological sciences. It is defined as changes in 
a population over time; a process that is driven 
by natural selection, mutation, migration and 
genetic drift. As one species acquires unique 
characteristics, over time, such differences can 
become more pronounced, leading to the macro-
evolutionary event known as speciation. 

The role of teachers and science standards in shaping important curricular decisions
By Elvis E Nunez and Kevin T Showalter

BIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION
I N  C A R I B B E A N  C L A S S R O O M S

The diversity of life on this planet, from 
viruses to parrots and mahogany trees to humans, 
all share similar characteristics at the cellular and 
molecular level. Evidence for this interrelatedness 
comes from various fields of study including 
anatomy, developmental biology, molecular 
biology, genetics (DNA), and paleontology (the 
fossil record). 

The applications of evolutionary biology 
have provided innumerable contributions to 
society ranging from human health and medicine 
to agriculture, natural resource management 
and environmental conservation. Specifically, 
biological evolution has profound implications 
for the understanding of genetic variability, 
biodiversity, genetic heritability, transmission of 
pathogens, and the relationships between people 
and their environment. Within the Caribbean, 
an understanding of evolution can assist in the 
proper management of fisheries, the regulation 
of invasive species, and the implementation 

of successful adaptive measures that address 
the effects of climate change on our island 
communities.

THE PLIGHT OF EVOLUTION
INSTRUCTION

Educators, standardized curricula and 
corresponding examinations such as the 
Caribbean Secondary Examination Certificate 
(CSEC) Biology examination largely influence the 
depth of evolution education in the Caribbean. 
Excellent science standards at the high school 
level pertaining to the theory of evolution are 
critical in the effort to foster, in both teachers 
and students, a deeper understanding of the 
natural world. Studies in the United States have 
shown that throughout the education system the 
understanding of evolution is especially poor, 
and that evolution is frequently given little to no 
coverage in high school biology curricula. Within 
the classroom, the communication of unbiased 
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accounts of the theory requires that the content 
be understood from a biological, intellectual, 
environmental, pedagogical and social context. 

When it comes to science, teachers are often 
the primary mediators of knowledge between the 
scientific community and the general public, and 
for this reason it is important that such knowledge 
be passed on without bias or prejudice. As liaisons 
of canonical knowledge, teachers commonly 
hold the principal authority over which topics 
are, and are not, presented in the classroom. 
Studies have shown that teachers who do not 
accept or understand evolutionary theory often 
times choose not to teach its concepts, regardless 
of predisposing science standards. Because 
teachers are oftentimes placed on pedestals in 
the community, they are expected to display 
a sound grasp of the nature of science, which 
should translate to professionally responsible 
instructional and curricular decisions. But the 
reality of the matter may be quite different. 
Since variations among teachers’ personal 
epistemologies, and their acceptance and 

knowledge of evolutionary theory, provide 
important predictors for their instructional 
approaches to evolution in the classroom, we 
decided to investigate this relationship first hand 
in the context of the Caribbean. 

A PIONEERING LOOk AT EVOLUTION
IN THE CARIBBEAN 

Prior to this study, no research pertaining 
to evolution education had been conducted 
in the Caribbean. Using a well-supported 
survey instrument and a collection of local and 
regional science documents, we investigated the 
current level of acceptance and understanding 
of evolution as given by 97 percent of all high 
school biology teachers (n=55) in the country 
of Belize, one of the 16 countries that sit the 
CSEC examinations. Belize was a suitable 
candidate for this study because of its unique 
melting pot of cultures, its regional affiliations 
to a larger geographic community that extends 
beyond the Caribbean and into Latin America, 
and our own familiarity with the country and 

its education system. As with many Caribbean 
nations, Belize houses a remarkable array of 
natural resources that are constantly threatened 
by several anthropogenic problems such as 
overpopulation, deforestation and overfishing. 
Also, infectious diseases like malaria, influenza 
and HIV/AIDS continue to plague the country.  
For this reason it is important that Belize and 
other countries in the region, work towards 
increased scientific literacy as it pertains to 
evolutionary biology and its applications to 
everyday life processes; a monumental task that 
is left largely in the hands of high school biology 
teachers.

WHAT WE fOUNd
• Teacher acceptance of biological evolution 

was low across the entire population 
regardless of sex, academic preparation, 
or coverage of evolution in the syllabus. 
Teachers with Master’s degrees did not 
accept the theory of evolution any more than 
teachers with less academic preparation. 
Most teachers disagreed with the data 
supporting the theory of evolution, and 
with the historical process known as human 
evolution.

• Teacher understanding of  biological 
evolution was poor. With a mean score 
of 47.9 percent on the knowledge-based 
section of the survey, we found that teachers 
did not understand the intricacies of 
macroevolution (i.e. geological processes 
and the fossil record), showcasing a limited 
understanding of historical biology and its 
relevance to the modern world. Teachers 
were also unable to correctly define the 
process of natural selection.

• Teacher understanding of  evolution 
was positively correlated with teacher 
acceptance of the theory. This supports the 
idea that increasing teacher understanding 
of a topic may increase their acceptance 
towards it, possibly translating to less biased 
instruction. We found that a majority of 
teachers surveyed felt unprepared to teach 
evolution. Most teachers were conflicted 
over evolutionary concepts and 57 percent 
proclaimed they were unprepared to teach 
it. 

Studies have shown that teachers who do not accept or understand evolutionary theory
often times choose not to teach its concepts, regardless of predisposing science standards.

Mastodon Molars found in Belize. They are housed at the Chaa Creek Natural History Center in Belize



Althoug h teacher  acceptance  and 
understanding of evolution increased with the use 
of CSEC biology standards, the analysis of course 
outlines and regional examinations suggests that 
evolution plays a minimal role in science standards 
and standardized tests (See Fig. 2). Because 7 in 
every 10 Belizean teachers subscribe to at least 
90 percent of the mandated biology curriculum 
by the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC), 
evolution instruction is often limited to a brief 
introduction of the topic. At the time of the study, 
the most recent CXC biology syllabus (2004) was 
subdivided into five sections lettered A through 
E: A) Living organisms and the environment; 
B) Life processes; C) Continuity and variation; 
D) Disease and its impact on humans; and E) 
Environment and human activities.  Of the 
five sections, only section C briefly introduces 
the theory of evolution, and although one of 
the main objectives of this section is to have 
students “demonstrate an understanding of 
the importance of genetic variation in species 
and how these traits can be altered,” there is 
little mention of natural selection, mutation, or 
migration in the section. 

Biological Evolution in Caribbean Classrooms

FIG. 2. A comparison of biology teachers’ Acceptance and Knowledge Scores plotted against the % of CSEC Biology 
Syllabus used by teachers (n=8, n=4, n=47 for 0-50%, 51-75% and 76-100% respectively)
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IMPLICATIONS ANd 
RECOMMENdATIONS

Based on the results of this study, it is 
recommended that CXC set adequate standards 
for the teaching of evolution that portray 
examples that are relevant to both teachers and 
students. By including evolution as an integral 
part of both the CSEC Biology syllabus and 
the CSEC Examinations, they ensure that a 
majority of the teachers will cover the content 
matter even though they may reject the theory. 
Currently, the sections in the CSEC Biology 
syllabus are disjointed and discuss evolution 
only at the micro-level. Although evolution is 
key for the explanation of DNA, cell division, 
and genetic engineering, it is also important 
in the explanation of food webs, energy flow, 
cell structure, photosynthesis, reproduction, 
pollination, disease transmission, and the impact 
of humans on the environment (Sections A-E in 
the CSEC syllabus). Thus, evolution indirectly 
forms part of all five sections of the CSEC 
Biology syllabus, and should not be restricted to 
only Section C: Continuity and Variation. The 
isolation of the topic fosters more misconceptions 
by failing to make connections to the rest of the 
topics in biology. Because evolution is central 
to the understanding of biology, we advocate 
that its concepts be embedded within other 
topics such as cellular biology, ecology, anatomy, 
physiology, genetics and conservation. Without 
an appreciation of evolution as an overarching 
theme in biology, lessons are limited to content 
with little relevance to everyday life, increasing the 
gap between scientists, the teaching community, 
and the public at large.  

Understanding what educators need in 
order to feel more comfortable and confident 
regarding the teaching of evolutionary theory 
can have positive implications for the training of 
future teachers. For example, although 68 percent 
of teachers felt satisfied with the treatment of 
evolution in their biology textbooks, 58 percent 
felt unprepared to teach the theory of evolution. 
We suggest that workshops geared towards teacher 
re-education of evolution theory assume multiple 
strategies including discussions of historical 

processes (i.e. speciation, extinction, the fossil 
record and geomorphology), scenario-based 
problem solving, and content presentations 
using relevant real life examples from 
the Caribbean. The overarching goals 
of these workshops should be to clarify 
misconceptions, particularly those pertaining 
to macro-evolutionary processes, and to help 
teachers master how to think critically and 
scientifically about the nature of science. To 
fully comprehend the centrality of evolution, 
teachers need to be versed in multiple 
fields of science including paleontology, 
biogeography, molecular biology, genetics, 
and developmental biology.

G i v e n  t h a t  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d 
understanding of evolution increase with 
the number of years in the biology classroom, 
it is recommended that all teachers whether 
they ascribe to the CSEC Biology syllabus or 
not, and particularly those of private schools, 
make use of reliable outside resources such 
as books, journals, and websites intended to 
increase their knowledge of the theory of 
evolution. Research has shown that educators 
who taught the theory of evolution more 
effectively were those who possessed the most 
up to date information.

As citizens of a region with an incredible 
array of biodiversity, it is our responsibility 
to care about the underlying processes 
that drive all life on this planet, most 
importantly biological evolution. Regardless 
of our predispositions or opinions, a basic 
understanding of the theory of evolution is 
required to make informed and responsible 
curricular decisions regarding the topics we 
teach. A vast majority of scientists support 
evolution as a driving force that is central to 
the understanding of the biological sciences. 
If we fail to provide our students with 
this fundamental knowledge we not only 
impact their intellectual development as it 
pertains to science, but also limit our own 
future ability to address various social and 
environmental issues that will continue to 
affect the region.
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Excellent science standards at the high school level
pertaining to the theory of evolution are critical in the
effort to foster, in both teachers and students, a deeper 

understanding of the natural world. 
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BACkGROUND
Apart from the obvious sun, sea and sand, 

the Caribbean archipelago has given the world 
some of its most exotic and intoxicating rhythms, 
and it has also offered the Steelpan. Yet many 
questions abound…
• Why has our music industry not achieved 

mainstream status?
• Why are the earnings of our composers and 

publishers so miniscule? 
• Why is our repertoire not being aggressively 

sought by Sony, Universal, EMI and 
Warner? 

• Why does the word fledgling so aptly 
describe Caribbean rhythms?

There may be many valid answers to these 
questions, but the absence of a structured music 
industry is critical to any discussion of this 
nature. At present, all players involved operate 
from an insular perspective. The result is that 
there has been very little penetration at global 
level, where it really matters.

This article will attempt to outline a possible 
solution and plot a way forward through a 
concept, appropriately entitled Pan in Education. 
Its vision, mission and objectives are:

VISION
• A sustainable Caribbean music industry 

created from the classroom
• The Steelpan, a mainstream musical 

instrument

MISSION
• Become globally competitive through 

sustainable cultural products
• Diversify the Caribbean’s economies
• Earn foreign exchange and bridge the digital 

divide
• Fo s te r  a n d  en co u r a ge  c re a t iv i t y, 

entrepreneurship and innovation 
• Strengthen the Caribbean’s foothold in the 

international arena

PAN IN EdUCATION 
Pan in Education is a unique tool, 

conceptualised for creating and nurturing a 
Caribbean music industry emanating from the 
classroom. The project has undergone six full 
years of research and development and is finally 
ready for implementation. Pan in Education 
fully embraces the vision, mission and objectives 
outlined above. 

The project envisages training appropriate 
students from post-primary right up to pre-
university level. Relevant curricula and ancillary 
documentation are contained in two new 
regionally-developed, inter-related, ICT-derived 
products entitled Pete the Panstick (PETE) and 
the Pan in Education Business Model (PIE).

PETE is an interactive teaching/learning 
educational software package. The facilitator is 
an animated, bilingual (English and Spanish) 
character, who also dances, claps his hands and 
plays the steelpan. PETE may be appropriately 
described as the quintessential students’ 
companion.

Pete the Panstick exposes beginners to the 
rudiments of music, using the steelpan as the 
preferred vehicle for instruction. It is the first 
phase of an integrated approach to developing 
a structured music industry throughout the 
Caribbean, from the classroom.

PIE contains, on compact disc, the 
curriculum, assessment packages and National 
Occupational Standard (NOS) entitled Music 
Producer. The PIE interface is conveniently sub-
divided into two segments, Music Literacy and 
Entrepreneurial Development. 

There are currently thirty-five curriculum 
modules and forty-four units in the NOS, 
encompassing the areas of Music, Technical 
English, Business, Social Studies and Technology. 
PIE dovetails into the new Caribbean Vocational 
Qualification (CVQ), now being embraced by the 
Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC).

Another very important aspect of PIE 
encompasses building and commissioning of 

THE CLASSROOM
An appropriate environment for nurturing Caribbean rhythms

by Simeon Sandiford

PRIME OBJECTIVES 
• Establish a globally competitive Caribbean 

music industry
• Create an impregnable brand for Caribbean 

cultural products and services
• Ensure that the industry becomes the 

leading non-energy revenue earner
• Build a powerful e-Platform for educational 

and commercial use
• Keep the industry abreast  of  with 

technological advancement
• Place emphasis  on human capita l 

development using ICT 
• Protect intellectual property vigorously 

through legislation and surveillance 
• Make the Caribbean a hub for innovation, 

entrepreneurship and creativity
• Refocus creative, youthful energy, beginning 

at primary level 

The Percussive Harmonic Instrument (P.H.I.)”
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high-definition music studios and mastering 
suites in schools. This will ensure that all 
technical requirements of the practical aspect 
of the curriculum can be fulfilled. Recouping of 
initial capital outlay is envisaged through renting 
or leasing these facilities to the industry outside 
of regular school hours.

A prototype studio/mastering suite has 
already been designed, built and equipped by 
Sanch Electronix in Trinidad. A new MIDI-
controller with a Steelpan interface, the 
Percussive Harmonic Instrument (P.H.I.) is 
being manufactured by Panadigm Innovations 
Limited. In addition to the acoustic Steelpan, 
this will be designated as the preferred medium 
for teaching the Music Literacy component of 
the Pan in Education programme.

The P.H.I. incorporates the latest hardware 
and software which allows students to keep 
abreast with technological innovation. For 
example, it can be used with any MIDI recording 
software such as Cakewalk or Sibelius to 
record compositions. Moreover, it aids in the 
preservation of our culture since Steelpan 
compositions may be easily recorded and 
archived.

In time, the initiative will ensure that 
commercial music products from the region 
meet minimum acceptable international 
standards. This basic prerequisite for achieving 
global competitiveness is sadly lacking in the 
Caribbean. Additionally, building these novel 
quasi-commercial studios in schools will provide 
real opportunities for Pan in Education graduates 
to become gainfully employed.

Both PETE and PIE will be continuously 
upgraded to keep abreast of technological 
advancements. The ever increasing portfolio of 
needs of the Caribbean’s future entrepreneurs 
will be given careful consideration. It is envisaged 
that these curricula will eventually be delivered 
in other languages, from a web-based platform. 
PETE will also be used as a vehicle for delivering 
other facets of the CXC curriculum, especially in 
the sciences. 

SITUATION ANALYSIS
A careful study of the current state of the 

region’s music industry reveals:
• Blatant and rampant piracy of intellectual 

proper ty  severe ly  inhibi ts  proper 
commercial exploitation of Caribbean 
rhythms; entrepreneurs are therefore averse 
to taking risks.

• Entertainment is the fastest growing global 
industry, utilising Intellectual Property (IP) 
as raw material. The Caribbean urgently 
needs to make a sustainable and substantial 
contribution to this sector.

• Innovative IP-based products and services 
will dominate world trade in the foreseeable 
future. It is incumbent upon the relevant 
authorities to facilitate this paradigm shift 
by providing appropriate training material 
and infrastructure for creating the next and 
future generations of entrepreneurs.

• Intrinsically, the quality of Caribbean music 
products is way below the requirements of 
international standards. Additionally, many 
Caribbean youth are musically inclined, but 
their creativity needs to be refocused.

STRATEGy 
A corrective strategy is being proposed as a 

means of addressing the problems:
• Define the classroom as the most appropriate 

enabling environment
• Develop a National Occupational Standard 

(The Music Producer)
• Design a corresponding curriculum (The 

PIE Business Model)
• Create ICT-based products to facilitate the 

process (PETE, PIE, P.H.I.)
• Build awareness for the project for both 

teachers and students
• Establish pilot programmes in selected 

schools, regionally
• Market and promote the music industry as 

a viable means of livelihood 
• Create employment opportunities for 

graduates of the programme
• Integrate more schools into the project on 

a phased basis

• Expand the programme throughout the 
Diaspora and beyond

qUANTIfIABLE dELIVERABLES/
OUTCOMES 
The following results are anticipated after a 

gestation period of five to ten years: 
• Alleviation of social problems (poverty, 

illiteracy, unemployment, crime) 
• Commissioning of sophisticated music 

production facilities in schools
• Creation of a highly skilled, competitive 

workforce
• Development of  a knowledge-based 

society
• Diversification of the regional economy 
• Enhancement of the services sector
• Global acceptance of Caribbean rhythms 

(Grammys)
• Increase in foreign exchange earnings
• International  acceptance of  brand 

Caribbean
• Optimisation of the Caribbean’s human 

resource potential
• Production of globally competitive ICT-

derived cultural products/services

In addition to Ministries of Education, 
regional entities such as The CARICOM 
Secretariat and The University of the West Indies 
(UWI) have a role to play. It is expected that 
they will support the Caribbean Examinations 
Council (CXC) in order to realize the full 
potential of this initiative.

IMPLEMENTATION 
In January 2010, Pan in Education was 

officially endorsed by CXC. Copies of the newly 
upgraded PIE dual CD will be distributed to 900-
odd secondary schools under the jurisdiction of 
that organisation. An orientation programme 
will be organised to ‘sell’ the project throughout 
the region and educators will be formally trained 
to deliver the PIE curriculum.

Prototype Studio/Mastering Suite

The Classroom
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SUSTAINABLE JOB OPPORTUNITIES
The following is a non-exhaustive list of 

sustainable job opportunities that could be 
created through the Pan in Education initiative:
• Animators and Film Makers
• Audio and Mastering Engineers
• Educators
• Entertainment Lawyers
• Entrepreneurs
• Executive Producers
• Graphic Artists
• Innovators
• Journalists
• Marketing Professionals
• Musicians, Music Producers and 

Publishers
• Promoters
• Proof Editors
• Recording and Software Engineers
• Songwriters
• Steelpan Craftspeople/Tuners
• Studio Technicians

dELIVERABLES ANd OUTCOMES
In the medium to long term, Pan in 

Education will deliver:
• Committed educators
• Competitive, knowledge-based society
• Diversified economy
• Economic domination through culture
• Engaged learners
• Enhanced literacy and critical thinking
• Global niche markets for cultural 

products
• High-end studios
• Highly skilled entrepreneurs and 

innovators
• Improved literacy and numeracy skills
• Less dependence on energy sector
• New, ICT-driven curricula
• Reduced crime
• Refocusing of creative energy
• Relevant National Occupational 

Standards
• Sustainable employment opportunities

no. unit CoDe unit nAMe level

1. AV00001 Position sound equipment to specification 2C
2. AV00002 Align the sound system 2C
3. AV00003 Provide amplified sound for audiences 2C
4. AV00004 Mix sound  2C
5. AV00051 Optimize sound pickup using microphones 2C
6. AV00052 Make cables and connectors 2C
7. AV00053 Operate sound mixing console 2C
8. AV00054 Edit sound using computerized 
  digital equipment/systems 2C
9. AV00055 Record sound using computerized 
  digital equipment/systems 2C
10. AV00056 Prepare session for delivery or transfer 2C
11. AV00012 Master sound for optimum reproduction 3C
12. AV00013 Convert analogue sources to digital sources 2C
13. AV00014 Lay soundtracks  3C
14. AV00015 Use instruments, equipment and/
  or electronic technology for making music 3C
15. AV00016 Use MIDI devices and/or software to compose music 3E
16. AV00017 De-noise soundtracks 3C
17. AV00018 Direct a final audio master 3C
18. AV00019 Plan, prepare and perform for a demo recording 3E
19. AV00020 Develop and update music industry knowledge 3C
20. AV00021 Create original music 3E
21. AV00022 Develop music knowledge and listening skills 3C
22. AV00023 Maintain and expand music knowledge
  and critical listening skills 3C
23. AV00024 Contribute creative music ideas to a project 3C
24. AV00025 Develop artists and repertoire 3E
25. AV00026 Follow health, safety and security
  procedures in the music industry 3C
26 AV00027 Follow safe practices In performing
  and/or listening to music 3C
27. AV00028 Develop and promote image 3E
28. AV00029 Source and secure appropriate performance venues 3E
29. AV00030 Plan a career in music 3C
30. BS00011 Craft personal entrepreneurial strategy 3E
31. BS00012 Make oral presentations 2C
32. BS00013 Write creative and technical material 3C
33. BS00014 Maintain customer relations 2C
34. BS00016 Undertake marketing activities 3C
35. BS00017 Promote products and services 3C
36. BS00018 Address copyright requirements 3C
37. BS00019 Deliver quality service to customers 3C
38. BS00020 Develop a business plan 3E
39. BS00021 Facilitate and capitalise on change and innovation 3E
40. BS00022 Establish a business 3E
41. BS00023 Organize personal work priorities and development 3C
42. BS00024 Undertake financial planning 3E
43. AG01000 Maintain safe and effective working practices 2C
44. EM00001 Develop your competencies and professionalism 2C

note: In the fourth column, the suffixes ‘c’ and ‘e’ stand for compulsory and elective, respectively.

UniTS: mUSiC ProdUCEr










