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2012 CAPE Spanish

Unit 2 Paper 03

Question 5

Nature is a test of one’s strength and will to live. Discuss.

In this section on literary themes, it is important for the writer to plan his/her essay. An essay should
comprise a good introduction with a thesis statement, some three or four points to support one’s thesis
and at least one point to counterbalance the argument. Underlining key words is very important. It helps
to determine what the question is really asking and how you will set about answering it.

In the candidate’s introduction, he/she demonstrates that he/she has clearly understood the question by
answering it directly in his/her own words. He/she then specifies the text, La lluvia amarilla, and sets out
that he/she will analyze this issue through the use of the main character. By focusing on one character,
this candidate is able to explore several ways in which nature tests one’s strength and will to live.

The first paragraph explores how the harsh conditions of the environment and the weather have affected
the inhabitants of Ainielle and defeated them, causing them to abandon their home town. The candidate
further discusses that not only does Andrés have to suffer directly at the hands of nature but also
indirectly through the solitude he experiences when little by little he is left alone.

In the second paragraph, the candidate looks at another element of nature — the harsh winds which
imprison and isolate Andrés and his wife in their home. The candidate also selects very apt quotations,
describing the wind “como una bestia” to highlight nature’s urgency and apparent intention in testing
man’s will to live.

In the third paragraph, the candidate explores yet another hardship imposed on Andrés by the land - a
lack of food. The hunger imposed by nature is yet another element of nature’s testing of man’s strength.

In the final paragraph, the candidate shows that the statement being discussed is not true in all cases,
therefore offering a balanced view. He/she points out that nature actually provides solace and company to
ease the loneliness of Andrés so it is not always a hostile force to man. Once more the choice of
quotations is very appropriate to substantiate the candidate’s argument.

The candidate’s conclusion restates all the points discussed in order to prove histher thesis statement.
It is a sound and well written conclusion.

The essay is clearly written and is easy to understand and follow. The question is answered thoroughly
and the candidate demonstrates familiarity with the text and the capacity to slant this knowledge to
address the issues raised.
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