English A
May - June 2011

Section C: Question 5

A cold hand grasped his wrist as he slumped to his knees. Write a story that includes this
sentence.
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Comments

This story was tightly and economically told. There was strong clear focus on character, event
and conflict and also excellent use of descriptive details, atmosphere and suspense. Outstanding
features are:

* Setting - the writer instantly created the landscape and weather as if they were aspects of
a powerful and cruel character, threatening intruders

* Maintained the air of threat to the end

* Introduced the characters as being potential or certain victims (half of them already
dead) attacked by a variety of the weapons of nature

* Maintained the victim-condition - the central character was young, tired suspicious
fretful having little hope especially when he saw the water

* On the opposite end, nature was presented as overpowering, strong and dangerous

¢ Description and narrative details did only what was needed to keep the focus

¢ Excellent use of descriptive verbs, adverbs, adjectives (lethargically shuffled, scowled,

* trudge (though mis-spelt) thundering, jagged, haggard, cascading, mud streaked

* Descriptive details were concrete

* Judicious use of figurative techniques (‘big, burly, bearded buffalo of a man’)

* Excellent characterization - focus on Carl: age group origin, fearful almost defeated,
comparison with other important characters, fretful

* The actual deciding event was brief and sharply told - a difference between the attitudes
of Carl and his rescuer was shown in the brief question: “are you alright?”

* Unexpected end - if Carl was to be believed, then his rescuer should have been his
enemy

* Tension was established in the opening paragraph and intensified throughout

¢ Climax was economically built - details would have reduced the impact.

The story was not flawlessly told — there were a few spelling errors and instances of flawed
syntax. These, however did not interfere with reader understanding.



