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ABOUT CXC

3



4

òIn the 1970s the fundamental 
challenge for CXC was to gain 
acceptance and earn respect; in the 
1990s it was to achieve international 
recognition.

In this period, it is to secure 
global competitiveness
... and we accomplish this by keeping 
it simple: quality assurance in 
education and comprehensive 
certificationó







87

exams

CAPE
CSEC
CCSLC

204

written papers

724,544

Subject entries

1,400,000

scripts

4,800

markers/teachers
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Territories provided 
markers1,400,000

scripts were marked in 

a 5 week period

2009CXC Exam Statistics



an integral element in the 

architecture of learning in the region



SYLLABUS
DEVELOP-

MENT

EXAM 
DEVELOP-

MENT

EXAM 
ADMIN & 
MARKING

INSTRUCTION
-AL SUPPORT

LEARNER 
SUPPORT

PERFORMANCE 
FEEDBACK

ωTeacher & 
Expert Panels

ωIndustry 
experts (incl. 
Caribbean 
Diaspora)

ωWiki 
stakeholder 
involvement

ωSubject 
Experts 
(teachers)

ωModerators

ωIssue exam 

ωTeacher 
examiners (SBA 
and paper 
marking)
ωStandardization 

ÅSyllabus 
Orientation for 
teachers
ÅInstructional 

Support material
ÅWebsite 
ÅTeacher Portals-

VSA
ÅUWI-OC Teacher 

Certification

ÅWebsite
ÅCXC 

Notesmaster
ÅStudy Guides
ÅTextbook 

endorsement
s

ωStatistical 
Digest

ωSchool 
reports

ωPolicy 
analysis

HOW WE ADD VALUE TO CARIBBEAN EDUCATION



A quality but cheaper

alternative



HOW WE ADD VALUE TO CARIBBEAN EDUCATION

ÅCXC current fees (even after increase) are still 
cheaper than other exam boards
ÅOur exams are world class and recognized
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Candidate Fee $30.00 $50.00 $40.00 $0.00

Subject Fee $42.00 $50.00 $119.00 $75.00
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Proving the cost effective 

option



CXC: THE COST EFFECTIVE QUALITY OPTION

2009 CSEC Exams
Jan June Total

Candidate 26,093 143,518 169,611
Subject 43,931 566,560 610,491

2009 Exams CXC Revenue Cambridge projected
Candidates $5,936,385 $6,784,440
Subjects $21,367,185 $34,797,987

Total $27,539,191 $41,584,436

169,611 candidates offered 610,491
subjects at a cost of BDS 

$27,303,570

If these candidates were to have 
registered with Cambridge, the cost 

would have been BDS $41,584,436



OCCUPATIONAL

LEVELS

(Supervision Levels)

QUALIFICATION 

LEVELS 
EDUCATIONAL 

LEVELS 

SINGLE -

SUBJECT 

OFFERINGS

GROUP

CERTIFICATES

Advanced Professional

Chartered Professional

(Senior Manager)

V

Tertiary

Post-graduate courses Chartered professional  

qualifications

Second Degrees

Manager

Master Craftsman

Technologist

(Para Professional)

IV

Tertiary (Under-graduate 

courses)

(First Degrees)

Technician

(Supervisor)

III

Post-

secondary

CAPE® Units

(CVQ Level III 

qualifications also)

Level III group certificates

(Typically 6 or more Units/CVQ 

qualifications; mainly from 

Level III )

Skilled worker

(Unsupervised)
II Secondary

CSEC® subjects

CVQ® Level II  

qualifications

Level II group certificates

(Typically 5 subjects in 

specified combinations. Most 

subjects  from LevelII, e.g. 

CSEC or CVQ Level II)

Entry-level worker

(Supervised)
I Secondary

CCSLC® subjects

CVQ Level I  

qualifications

Level I group  certificates

(Typically 5 subjects in 

specified combinations; mainly 

from Level I  and Level II)14



Caribbean Certificate of Secondary 

Level Competence® (CCSLC®)

Facilitates the acquisition of key competencies that 
ALL secondary school leavers should have
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English
Math

CSEC 
Business

CSEC 
Vocational

CVQ Level 1

CSEC 
Expressive 

Arts



CCSLC ® Grading Scheme

Grades Cut-off Score

Master 75% - 100%

Competent 50% - 74%

Developing 
Competence

0% - 49%



Caribbean Secondary Education 

Certificate
®

(CSEC®)

ÅAgriculture (2)

ÅBusiness Education (5)

ÅHome Economics (3)

ÅHumanities (6)

ÅIndustrial Technology (4)

ÅInformation Technology (1)

ÅModern Languages (2)

ÅScience and Mathematics (7)

ÅExpressive Arts (3)
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ωShows COMPREHENSIVE grasp of concepts, 
knowledge, skills and competencies

Grade I

ωShows good grasp of concepts, knowledge, skills and 
competencies

Grade II

ωShows fairly goodgrasp of concepts, knowledge, 
skills and competencies

Grade III

ωShows moderate grasp of concepts, knowledge, skills 
and competencies

Grade IV

ωShows limited grasp of concepts, knowledge, skills and 
competencies

Grade V

ωShows very limited grasp of concepts, knowledge, 
skills and competencies

Grade VI

CSEC Grading System



Caribbean Advanced Proficiency 

Examination ® (CAPE ®) 

ÅBusiness Studies

ÅInformation and 
Communication 
Technology

ÅEnvironmental Science

ÅGeneral Studies

ÅHumanities

ÅMathematics

ÅModern Languages

ÅNatural Sciences

ÅTechnical Studies
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9

46

CAPE

Associate Degrees Units



ωShows EXCELLENT grasp of principles, concepts and 
skills

Grade I

ωShows very good grasp of principles, concepts and 
skills

Grade II

ωShows goodgrasp of principles, concepts and skillsGrade III

ωShows satisfactorygrasp of principles, concepts and 
skills

Grade IV

ωShows acceptablegrasp of principles, concepts and 
skills

Grade V

ωShows limited grasp of principles, concepts and skillsGrade VI

ωShows very limited grasp of principles, concepts and 
skills

Grade VII

CAPE Grading System



Caribbean Vocational Qualification® 

(CVQ®)

CXC does quality assurance for industry 

standards approved by CARICOM
21

Reporting on 
Performance:

ÅTranscript - on completion 
of each Unit

ÅCertificate ïon 
completion of qualification

49 CVQs in 6
Occupational Areas:

Agriculture
Business
Construction
Information Technology
Manufacturing
Personal Services



WHAT CANDIDATES LEARN
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