2011 CAPE FRENCH
Unit 1 Paper 02
Section B
Write an essay, in FRENCH, of between 250-300 words on ONE of the following topics.

In this section of Paper 02 (Section B, Questions 3 — 7 (Essays), candidates are required to write an essay of 250-
300 words in FRENCH on one of five topics taken from Module 2 of the syllabus ~ “La socisté et les offaires
sociales”. Marks are given for the organization and presentation of ideas, as well as the use of coherent,
grammatically correct language, and a range of vocabulary and idioms. Candidates are expected to write essays
that have a proper introduction and conclusion. Candidates are also expected to present at least three clear points
that are properly developed in their discussion of the essay. The essays are marked out of 24, with a maximum of
12 marks for Content & Presentation and 12 marks for Correctness of Language.

Question 6 : “Les problémes sociaux s’accentuent quand il y a trop d’illettrés.” Discutez ce
point de vue.
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\Write on both sides of the paper and start each answer 0w a new page.
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Specific Comments

Demands of the Question/Expectations
It was hoped that candidates attempting this question would highlight some of the social
problems/social issues that come to the fore when there are too many illiterate people in any given

society :

- Low social status

- Socio-economic and psycho-social problems such as poverty, crime,
inferiority complex, low self-esteem, lack of ambition, available jobs
but no takers because of poor qualification — due to poor educational
background and illiteracy, negative effects on family life

- However, it would not be necessarily true to say that all the social ills of the
society would be due to illiteracy

Comments and Overall Quality of the Essay
This essay was an excellent one in which the candidate presented well argued points. The essay also
demonstrated excellent organization and coverage of the topic. It was also well structured, relevant and

included facts, ideas and opinions.

In respect of the expression, the candidate demonstrated excellent manipulation of the target language,
using a wide range of grammatical and idiomatic structures and a rich vocabulary.

The essay began with an excellent introduction, highlighting the fact that illiterate persons throughout
the world and, especially in the LDCs (Lesser Developed Countries), can be a source of economic
problems on several levels.

This essay met the expectations of the examiners in that it examined such issues as unemployment,
family dysfunction and poverty. The candidate also made mention of the marginalization of illiterates
which can lead to segregation in the society. The unemployed attract negative attention and so get
involved in criminal activity. The essay also dealt with the solution to the problem, that is, create
educational programmes and jobs to reduce the unemployment figures. It was clear that this candidate
understood the link between a good education and an orderly society with a good socio-economic
standing.

Strengths
- Excellent introduction and conclusion

- Inclusion of several points which were well argued
- Mastery of French (rich vocabulary and idiomatic structures, excellent command of grammar)
- Smooth flow of ideas



- Reference to relevant, factual data (good background research)

- Opinions presented

- Examples of kinds of problems caused

- Reasons for illiteracy

- Generally accurate spelling of words in French

- Agreements made (subject and verb, nouns and adjectives)

- Attention paid to gender of nouns and correct articles

- Very good use of link phrases (“en plus..”, “compte tenu de tous les facteurs responsables...”)

- Minimal number of errors

- Correct use of infinitive structures (“il est & noter que...”; “..peut entrainer....”; “nul ne saurait
douter que...”

- Maturity of thought

- Excellent recall (remembered relevant vocabulary)

- Excellent time management

- Rubrics adhered to

This essay, written under examination conditions, was at the top of the band in demonstrating excellent
writing skills and meticulous work. This candidate was well prepared.



