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2012 CAPE FRENCH
Unit 1 Paper 03
Question 7

“Unexpected and unconventional”. To what extent might these words be used in relation to the text that
you have studied?

Knowledge and Application

In the introduction the candidate comprehends the terms “unconventional” and “unexpected” and clearly
states his/her understanding of them.

The candidate is able to draw relevant examples to substantiate the points presented. This is done without
too much story-telling. The focus is on the analysis of the actions of Meursault more than the actions
themselves. The candidate shows that Meursault’s actions at times may indeed be considered
unconventional and unexpected.

Finally, the candidate presents a balanced argument by presenting the ways in which Meursault shows
conventional, expected behavior. The candidate shows an excellent knowledge and analysis of the text.

Organization

The candidate underscores in the introduction the layout of the points by giving a clear indication of what
will be discussed. The question asks “to what extent” and the candidate presents the unconventional and
unexpected in the first two paragraphs of the body and in the third paragraph gives the balanced view in
response to the question.

The conclusion synthesizes the information given in the body of the essay. Relevant conclusions are
drawn based on arguments presented.

The essay may have been improved by

(i) a shorter introduction which focused more on the thematic aspect rather that the philosophical
background of the book

(i) inclusion of any of the following points relating to Meursault:

(a) His association with Raymond

(b) His atheism

(¢) His lack of ambition

(d) His abnormal behaviour after the mother’s funeral.
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