2011 CAPE SPANISH
Unit 1 Paper 03 Section B Essay
Write an essay, in ENGLISH, of 350400 words on ONE of the following themes. You MUST refer in
detail to ONE named text. This text must NOT be the same one on which you answered in Section A. All
quotations MUST be cited in SPANISH.

Question 7: The experiences of adolescence can cause much emotional turmoil. Discuss.
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Example of a very good answer

This essay is a very good example of how this question should be answered. The answer showed profundity of
thought and an in-depth knowledge of the text Felices dias, Tio Sergio. The essay was well structured. The
introduction outlined the candidate’s interpretation of how emotional turmoil was demonstrated in the

text and then these points were further developed in the body of the essay with appropriate quotations

and textual references. The conclusion re-stated the thesis statement of the essay.

Specific comments

In the introduction, the candidate made the scope of the essay very clear — Tumultuous experiences of
adolescents would be illustrated through the experiences of the main character, Lidia: uneasiness and
insecurity with the changes of puberty, disappointment at the cynicism of the world and the
disillusionment with the childlike idolization of an adult she respected.

The first paragraph attempted to discuss the changes of puberty and how these caused turmoil for the
adolescent. This was a mature and insightful point, albeit not well introduced by a quotation and a weak
explanation: “They were referring to puberty in this statement”. However, an excellent use of

quotations followed as the candidate explained the gradual self loathing of Lidia as her body changed until
she could no longer look at herself in the mirror. This was an excellent example of the emotional turmoil of
adolescence and it was well expressed.

This candidate once more demonstrated great familiarity with the text in the second paragraph in

which was discussed the vulnerability of the adolescent coming into his own and having to face

the indifference of the world. The candidate further developed this point by explaining not only the
experience of Lidia but also her reaction of withdrawal. The candidate used appropriate quotations to prove
this point.

The third paragraph discussed the third strong point of the candidate, that is, the fact that disappointment with
an adult revered as a child led to emotional turmoil in the adolescent. The use of quotations once more was
noteworthy. These were cleverly interwoven with the candidate’s words and not merely

illustrations or repetitions of points. Instead, they helped the flow of the paragraph.

The candidate re-stated the thesis in the conclusion in a convincing manner. This essay was strong and well
thought out. The candidate discussed three very strong points and demonstrated an admirable familiarity with
the text. Quotations were aptly chosen. At times, more careful attention needed to be paid to spelling in the
introduction and the structuring of the essay in the first paragraph.



