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Question 4

Los avances tecnologicos no han mejorado nuestra vida. (Estds de acuerdo?

It is important when writing an essay to spend a few minutes to plan one’s answer before writing. The
essay writer should read the question carefully, underline the key words and answer what the question is
asking. This organizes one’s thoughts and arguments. It is important to consider both sides of the
argument and to declare one’s thesis statement in the introduction. The writer must defend his/her point of
view with illustrations and counter the major arguments against it. There must be a strong conclusion.
The writer who can provide three strong points in favour of his/her argument and provide one or two
against which he/she can counter, is vying for the excellent category. Of course, grammatical correctness,
a wide range of structures and vocabulary and idiom are also considerations.

This particular candidate uses sophisticated and appropriate language, a wide range of vocabulary and
idioms and more complex grammatical structures. The candidate uses link words to facilitate the flow of
the essay such as “Hoy en dia”, “ademds”, “primeramente”, “ademds”, “sin embargo” and “‘en resumen”
to begin each paragraph.

The candidate opens his/her essay with a strong introduction, thus making his/her thesis statement very
clearly known: *“ Asi que, desde mi punto de vista, los avances tecnoldgicos brindan muchas ventajas a
nuestra sociedad, pero nos traen los peligros que perjudican el bienestar y el estilo de vida de los seres
humanos”. With this thesis statement, the candidate clearly shows that he/she will be considering both
sides of the argument. Appropriate vocabulary and expressions such as “no cabe duda de que”, “brindar”
and “bienestar”, all raise the level of the introduction as well.

In the first paragraph, the candidate speaks of some of the advantages of technology in the workplace:
higher productivity and efficiency and a more comfortable environment. Again, a wide range of
appropriate language is used, for example, “pongamos por caso”, “cabe destacar”, “perjudicar”, “los
usuarios”, “los adelantos”, “favorecer” and “llevar a cabo™. Additionally, the candidate cites research to
support his/her point of view. The paragraph is well written, convincing and coherent. He/she uses a
perfect rubric for an argumentative essay ~ topic sentence which is then well illustrated to prove his/her
point.

In the second paragraph, the candidate expands his/her argument to include improvements in our social
life through instant communication made possible by technological advances. Again, after a strong topic
sentence, an illustration is given to support and emphasize his/her point of view. Carefully chosen
vocabulary and expressions add to the high standard of writing: “queda innegable”, “promover”, “se
puede deducir”, “la diffusion” and “facilitar”.
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- Candidate Number 7
Write an both sides of the paper and start each answer on a new page.
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