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INTRODUCTION  
 

This guide has been compiled using candidates’ responses to the 2022 May/June examination in CSEC 

Portuguese.  

 

In 2022, approximately 76 per cent of candidates achieved Grades I–III compared with 78 per cent in 2021. 

While the performance of candidates on Profile 1 (Listening) was consistent with that of 2021, their 

performance on the remaining profiles, Profile 2 (Reading), Profile 3 (Speaking) and Profile 4 (Writing), 

declined when compared with previous years. It must also be noted that there was a reduction in the total 

number of candidates taking the examination.  
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PAPER 01 — MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

This paper consisted of 60 multiple-choice items divided into two sections (listening comprehension and 

reading comprehension). For the listening comprehension, candidates were tested on their ability to listen 

to and understand information. They were required to answer 30 items in this section. For the reading 

comprehension, candidates were assessed on their ability to read and understand 30 items written in 

Portuguese.  

 

For both sections, candidates were expected to show mastery of Portuguese grammar and vocabulary. 

There was an improvement in candidates’ performance in 2022 when compared with 2021. 
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PAPER 02 — FREE RESPONSE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidates were required to read the ten situations which were described in English carefully. They were 

expected to provide appropriate written responses in Portuguese. Candidates were assessed on their 

knowledge of Portuguese vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and Portuguese grammar rules and 

structure. They were awarded marks if their responses included all the required details and if they 

communicated the information accurately.  

 

Responses were categorized as appropriate or partially appropriate and candidates were awarded marks 

accordingly. There were penalties for using a poor quality of language. Candidates were awarded no marks 

for providing inappropriate responses even if they used the language perfectly. 

 

Candidates’ Performance 

Overall, the performance of candidates was good. Some candidates were able to respond correctly to 

each situation. However, there were a few who lacked the appropriate vocabulary to competently express 

themselves. There were some exceptional responses in which candidates used a wide range of vocabulary 

and demonstrated a high level of creativity and an excellent command of grammar. Most candidates 

understood/recognized which functions needed to be addressed and attempted to provide appropriate 

responses. 

 

Candidates’ Strengths 

Generally, candidates followed the rubric and responded with a reasonable level of language accuracy. 

The quality of responses revealed that some candidates were well prepared for the exam.  They seemed 

to understand the requirements of the question and showed great ingenuity in answering those which 

required more than a straightforward answer. The range of vocabulary used was impressive.  

 

Candidates’ Weaknesses 

Candidates experienced challenges answering Part (e) and Part (g). Most candidates seemed to have 

difficulty identifying the Portuguese words for keys (chaves) and broken (quebrada) in Part (e) and to 

order (pedir/encomendar) in Part (g). 

 

There were many candidates who would have earned better scores if they had not made careless errors, 

especially in spelling. Candidates were penalized for omitting and/or including accents and tildes 

inappropriately. It must be noted that omitting or including such characters can change the meaning of 

words. Additionally, many candidates gave partial answers, forgetting to mention some of the required 

information. 
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An area of challenge for many candidates was converting what would be an appropriate answer in English 

to Portuguese. In doing so, candidates gave answers in which they used incorrect grammar and 

vocabulary.  

 

 

 

 
Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a complete answer in which the teacher informed the student that he or she 

won a prize and offered him or her congratulations. 



6 | P a g e  
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave two reasons why he or she should be chosen as the class leader. Having good 

grades and being the most responsible person in the class were the two reasons given by the 

candidate. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (d) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate provided a correct answer. To improve the answer, the candidate could have 

mentioned why he or she is happy and thankful. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer but there were a few grammatical and orthographical errors. 

The candidate should have written  

• assistir a um filme 

• no cine/cinema 

• você. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (e) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (f) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. However, the grammar could be improved by stating não pode 

ser fechada. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate provided a correct response. However, the candidate could have written patroa using 

a lowercase ‘p’. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (g) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (h) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct response. However, the candidate should have written caro gerente 

because the manager is a male and the date should have been written as 15 de maio de 2022. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. However, the grammar could be improved by writing eu 

aconselho que você use or eu te aconselho a usar. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (i) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The answer given by the candidate is correct. However, the correct spelling of ‘projeito’ is projeto. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (j) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Further Comments and Recommendations 

Some students may have oral knowledge of Portuguese but receive their formal education in English. In 

such cases, it is recommended that teachers take the appropriate steps to assist such students with fully 

learning and understanding the rudiments of Portuguese. 

 

Many candidates used ‘eu obrigado você’ and other similar expressions to express gratitude. Candidates 

who used such expressions seemed to be influenced by their knowledge of English. They should become 

familiar with the verb agradecer. Students also had difficulties correctly expressing the information 

required to answer Part (b). Additionally, they had difficulty answering Part (i) and Part (j) because of the 

vocabulary they were expected to give. 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a simple yet correct answer. Candidates could have also written meus 

sentimentos or sinto muito. 
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Question 2  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidates were required to write a letter of no more than 130–150 words, in Portuguese, using the given 

information. They were expected to include four given cues. The cues were not narrowly structured 

therefore this allowed candidates to express themselves using language within their capabilities. 

Candidates were assessed on use of language, accuracy, coherence and clarity of expression.  

 

Overall, the performance of candidates was satisfactory. The mean mark was 14.22 out of 30. Most 

candidates’ responses were within the required word limit. Candidates had some difficulties with the 

vocabulary related the topic — New Year’s celebration. Many candidates could not write on the topic 

adequately.  

 

Strengths 

Some candidates demonstrated a strong command of Portuguese and used a very wide range of 

expressions. They also used idioms well. Additionally, they used the subjunctive appropriately. 

 

Most candidates were familiar with the format for letter writing. The date, the salutation and the opening 

and closing paragraph were well written by most candidates. 

 

Weaknesses 

Candidates often omitted accents. There were some candidates who seemed unaware of the vocabulary 

expected to be known at this level. Some candidates seemed unable to structure a sentence and indicate 

its end by putting a full stop. Many times, there was a lack of appropriate punctuation, no capitalization 

of proper nouns or the first word in the new sentence. Generally, candidates were also weak in grammar. 

 

Many candidates made errors ranging from how they wrote the date to using the preterit and subjunctive. 

Students tended to capitalize words such as eu because the English equivalent is capitalized. In most 

scripts there were problems pertaining to how the date was written. In Portuguese, the date is usually 

written in the day-month-year format. 

 

Candidates are also encouraged to write legibly so that examiners can decipher what they have written.  
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate was able to write an acceptable letter. However, the candidate made some 

orthographical errors. Additionally, some aspects of the response seemed to be influenced by 

English. Examples of such included ‘uma festa que tem lugar na Praia’. Other frequent interferences 

from English include ‘Adicionalmente,’ and ‘Finalmente,’. It should be noted that while a comma is 

required in English in such situations, no comma is used in Portuguese.  In Portuguese, it is correct 

to write Hoje eu estou em casa but not ‘Hoje, eu estou em casa’. 
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Recommendations 
Teachers and students should take note of the following. 

• The teaching of grammar might appear to be burdensome but it cannot be overlooked. Teachers 

should emphasize to students the importance of using good grammar. Regular drilling may be 

required. 

• Teachers should encourage students to use idioms in letter writing. Idioms add some measure of 

delight to what is written.  

• Students need to practise letter writing often and they need to acquire a pool of idiomatic 

expressions which might enhance the quality of their work. 

• Teachers need to place greater emphasis on teaching students about the importance of using the 

subjunctive. 

• Teachers also need to pay more attention to teaching students about conjugating verbs, 

particularly irregular verbs.  

• Teachers must ensure that students are competent in the use of verbs, particularly irregular verbs. 

Certain verbs are almost sure to be needed in any Portuguese exam. These may include ter, ser, 

ir, dizer, fazer, ver. 

• Teachers must make clear to students that the use of gerunds is very different in Portuguese when 

compared to how they are used in English. 

• Students need to practise writing their responses under test conditions. 

• Teachers need to emphasize to students that they should learn vocabulary. 

• Students need to pay more attention to applying correct grammatical rules. 

• Teachers need to guide students on how to use a dictionary so that students can use vocabulary 

correctly. 

• Teachers must stress the importance of accents. 

• Teachers can incorporate games and drills giving students practice in using the language. 

• Teachers can direct students to appropriate websites for further practice. Prospective candidates 

are encouraged to use websites which assist with learning the language. 
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Question 3  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidates were required to complete a contextual dialogue for which some English cues were provided. 

The contextual dialogue was in keeping with the information outlined in the syllabus and therefore within 

the scope of candidates’ ability. 

 

Candidates’ Strengths 

Most candidates followed the rubric. They attempted to address at least three of the cues. Overall, 

candidates exhibited fairly good competence in grammar and they used appropriate vocabulary. 

 

Candidates’ Weaknesses 

Some candidates failed to demonstrate a good command of grammar and knowledge of relevant 

vocabulary.  
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 
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Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate provided good answers. However, there were some errors in orthography and 

grammar. Some candidates forgot to include accents. They should be reminded that accents are 

fundamental in Portuguese. Candidates excluded accents on words such as também and curará. It is 

crucial to include the accent on words such as curará because inclusion or omission of the accent 

changes the tense of the word. 
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Recommendations 
Teachers and students should take note of the following. 

• Teachers should remind students of the importance of using articles when they were required. 

• Teachers should spend more time teaching students how to complete contextual dialogue using 

the utterances that come before and after to help them formulate a response.  

• Teachers need to give students more practice in speaking and in preparing and writing contextual 

dialogues, using themes and the relevant formats. Students should also be encouraged to read 

newspapers, magazines and dialogues from texts. Additionally, students should be given 

completed dialogues (along with other possible responses) to discuss the tenses, vocabulary and 

structures used in the exercise. 

• Students must be encouraged to read the dialogue carefully before inserting their responses to 

ensure that the conversation flows naturally. Furthermore, they should be made aware that even 

though the cues are given in a particular order, the dialogue does not have to be written in the 

same order.  

• Students need to be encouraged to avoid writing in English and then translating to Portuguese. 

• Students need to build and strengthen their vocabulary and learn idioms, synonyms and 

antonyms in the target language so that they can incorporate them into their writing. 

• Students should be taught how to manage word limits. Additionally, teachers need to encourage 

their students to always review and reread their work. Teachers can plan and structure review 

time into each lesson to help students get into the habit of looking over their work before they 

submit it. 
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Question 4 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This question tested candidates’ reading comprehension skills. They were required to read a passage in 

Portuguese and respond to questions posed in English.  

 

Candidates’ Performance 

Most candidates showed that they had the vocabulary skills needed to comprehend the passage. As the 

general context of the passage proved easily comprehensible, many candidates were able to achieve full 

marks. However, some candidates were unable to interpret the passage because they lacked knowledge 

of key vocabulary.  

Some candidates responded in Portuguese or a combination of Portuguese and English. Candidates are 

advised that there are penalties for doing so. 

 

Candidates’ Strengths 

Most candidates understood the information required to answer most questions and responded 

appropriately. 

 

Candidates’ Weaknesses 

Some candidates did not understand what occurred in the passage, especially what trick the girl used and 

where she was heading. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

 
 

 
 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a simple and correct answer. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer which included all the items the girl was wearing. Many 

candidates were unable to list all three items. 



24 | P a g e  
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (d) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (e) 

 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. Several candidates did not understand the passage and 

therefore, they made up reasons. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The answer provided by the candidate is correct. Many candidates did not understand the passage. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (f) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (g) 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The answer given by the candidate was correct. Several candidates had difficulty understanding the 

passage and therefore, they made up answers. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (h) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (i) 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. 

Examiner’s Comments 

The candidate gave a correct answer. 
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Recommendations 
 

Teacher and students are asked to take note of the following. 

• It is important that students write legibly. Many answers were illegible or almost illegible. 

• Students are encouraged to read more, both in English and in Portuguese, so that they can learn 

the meanings of words, the synonyms for words in Portuguese and English, how to spell and how 

to use language. 

• It is important for candidates to read the given instructions carefully and to avoid including 

Portuguese in their answers. 

• It is advisable that candidates read the entire passage before beginning to answer the questions. 

It is also very important to pay keen attention to what is required for each question and to give 

precise and concise answers. Many times, when candidates give additional irrelevant information, 

it indicates a lack of comprehension and detracts from the answers, causing candidates to lose 

marks.  

• Candidates should take note of the information about marks allocated to the individual questions. 

When a question which is worth more than one mark, this indicates that the candidate should 

provide more details. 

• Candidates are to be commended for adhering to the rubric. However, being required to answer 

in a complete sentence does not mean that the candidate should supply answers that are not in 

the passage or provide answers that are required for other questions.  

• Candidates should explore all that the technology has to offer with regard to foreign language 

learning. 

• When practising reading comprehension, teachers ought to encourage students to be as precise 

and concise as possible in their responses, especially where only one mark is awarded. It is hoped 

that teachers and future candidates will take note of the following. 

— Vocabulary is important to comprehension. Students ought to keep revising vocabulary 

using revision techniques that work for their learning style(s). 

— Grammar is also critical in understanding the passage. A lot of practice is required, 

especially for irregular verbs and preterit tense.  

— Students have to read the passage at least three times in order to understand the story.  

— It is recommended that teachers continue to dedicate time to reading comprehension 

exercises with their CSEC final year students at least once per week.  

— Teachers can also employ the use of skimming and scanning as well as other scaffolding 

exercises to help students achieve their potential in these skills.  

— Teachers are encouraged to continue the good practice of exposing students to the 

relevant vocabulary that is covered in the syllabus. Vocabulary can be tested and built 

through games, quizzes, oral presentations, role play and puzzles among other things.  

— The use of technology in the teaching and learning process could also enhance students’ 

acquisition of necessary vocabulary and reading comprehension skills. Doing storyboards 

in Portuguese will also help students build the necessary vocabulary. 
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— In incorporating reading comprehension activities into the classes, teachers must 

continue to ensure that students are engaged in exercises that mirror the format of the 

CSEC examination, and that the students clearly understand that the responses to the 

reading comprehension are to be written in English. 

— Teachers are again encouraged to use internet resources to facilitate instruction. Please 

refer to past reports for websites we have recommended.  


