
 

 

 

 

CAPE® LAW UNIT 1 
 

 

 

                                        

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

     

  

Subject Report 
with 

Exemplars 
 

May-June 2023 



CARIBBEAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT ON CANDIDATES’ WORK IN THE 

CARIBBEAN ADVANCED PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY-JUNE 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAW 

UNIT 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2023 Caribbean Examinations Council 

St Michael, Barbados 

All rights reserved.  



Table of Contents 
 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................................................ 1 

PAPER 01 – MULTIPLE CHOICE ..................................................................................................................... 2 

PAPER 02 – EXTENDED RESPONSES ............................................................................................................. 3 

Module 1: Caribbean Legal Systems ......................................................................................................... 4 

Question 1 ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Module 2: Principles of Public Law ......................................................................................................... 14 

Question 2 ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

Module 3: Criminal Law .......................................................................................................................... 22 

Question 3 ........................................................................................................................................... 22 

PAPER 031 – SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT ............................................................................................... 29 

PAPER 032 – ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT .......................................................... 30 

The Question ....................................................................................................................................... 31 

 

 



1 | P a g e  
 

 

INTRODUCTION  
 

This guide has been put together using candidates’ responses to the 2023 May-June examination in CAPE 

Law. The report follows the original design of the examination which consists of the following papers. 

 

• Paper 01    — Multiple-Choice items 

• Paper 02    — Extended Response items 

• Paper 031 — School-Based Assessment (SBA) 

• Paper 032 — Alternative to SBA 

 

The modules covered in this unit are Module 1: Caribbean Legal Systems, Module 2: Principles of Public 

Law and Module 3: Criminal Law. 

 

This year approximately 1239 candidates sat the Law Advanced Proficiency examination compared with 

1117 in 2022.   

 

The proportion of candidates who were awarded Grade I in Unit 1 this year was lower than in the previous 

years — 9.20 per cent this year compared with 14.32 per cent in 2022, 14.44 per cent in 2021, 17.26 per 

cent in 2020 and 17.90 per cent in 2019.  The proportion of candidates who were awarded the acceptable 

Grades I to V this year, though marginally lower this year compared to last year, was comparable to 

preceding years (approximately 90 per cent this year, 93 per cent last year, 88 per cent in 2021, 89 per 

cent in 2020 and 88 per cent in 2019. 

 

When compared with 2022, the performance on Unit 1 showed a decrease in the proportion of candidates 

achieving Grades I–V. Ninety per cent obtained a pass in 2023 when compared to 93 per cent in 2022. This 

decrease was most evident in the percentage of candidates achieving Grade I. The decrease in 

performance on this unit was evident in Modules 2, Principles of Public Law. In Module 2, 31 per cent of 

candidates earned grades A-C when compared with 81 per cent in 2022. The performance on Module 3, 

Criminal Law saw a significant increase as approximately 60 per cent of candidates achieved Grades A-C 

when compared with 49 per cent in 2022. Caribbean Legal Systems which is Module 1, recorded that 84 

per cent of candidates achieved Grades A-C In 2023, an increase from 77 per cent in 2022. 
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PAPER 01 – MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

Paper 01 comprised 45 compulsory multiple-choice questions, 15 based on each module. The total was 

weighed up to 90 and the paper contributed 30 per cent to candidates’ overall scores.  

 

The mean percentage score for Paper 01 this year was approximately the same as that for last year (69.27 

for 2023 compared with 68.18 in 2022). This compares favourably with the mean percentage score of the 

previous years — 68.14 in 2021, 69.15 in 2020 and 64.67 in 2019).    
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PAPER 02 – EXTENDED RESPONSES 
 

Paper 02 comprised three essay or problem-type questions, one assessing each module. Each question 

was marked out of 25, totalling 75 marks on the paper. The total was weighted up to 150. This paper 

contributed 50 per cent to the candidates’ overall score. 

 

The mean percentage score for Paper 02 of this Unit was lower this year, standing at 41.25 compared with 

44.96 last year. However, it was higher than in 2021 when the mean percentage score was 40.56.   
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Module 1: Caribbean Legal Systems 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Candidate’s Response to Part (a) – Sample 1 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

For Part a (i), the candidate was able to clearly state the three functions of law and as such was 

awarded full marks. 

 

Regarding Part a (ii), the candidate distinguished between law and morality and earned full marks. 

 

For Part (b), the candidate explained how morality and religion influenced the law and used the 

cases of Shaw v DPP and Knuller v DPP. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (a) – Sample 2 

 

 
 

 

 

  



12 | P a g e  
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (b) – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

Candidates’ answers for Parts a (i) and (ii) were correct and full marks were awarded in both cases. 

In the sample used for Part (b), the candidate gained 13 out of 15 marks. 
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Module 2: Principles of Public Law 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 2  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidate’s Response to Parts (a) (i) and (ii) 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

For Part (a) (i), the candidate clearly defined the term and for Part ((a) (ii), clearly stated ways in 

which legitimate expectation arises. 
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Candidate’s Response to Parts (b) (i) and (ii) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidates gave very good explanations and well-explained, cogent examples. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate understood clearly the area of law for discussion. The application of the  

law was very well done. The candidate was also clear and concise in the expression of ideas. 



19 | P a g e  
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (c) – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate gave clear explanations and justification for the action to vindicate the  

rights. 
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Module 3: Criminal Law 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Parts (a) and (b) 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate received a total of 21 out of 25 marks for this question on criminal law. The responses 

provided to the definition questions were exceptional as the candidate was awarded full marks. 

 

For the essay question, the candidate’s response was well-structured was noted as one of the best 

responses seen. The candidates received 11 out of a possible 15 marks.  
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Part (b) 

 

 



26 | P a g e  
 

 



27 | P a g e  
 

 



28 | P a g e  
 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

This was another excellent response, one of the best responses seen. The candidate received a total 

of 13 marks out of a possible 15. 



29 | P a g e  
 

PAPER 031 – SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT 
 

Samples of the SBA projects were moderated by a team authorized by CXC.  The following are comments 

presented by those moderators regarding the different sections of the project reports.  

 

The mean percentage score for this paper declined this year from 65.06 per cent in 2022 to 61.67 per 

cent. In previous years the mean percentage score was as follows: 64.72 in 2021, 65.43 in 2020 and 77.57 

in 2019. 

 

Observations 

 

Some students followed the guidelines in the syllabus closely, providing clear titles and tables of contents 

that were correctly labelled. Their aims were clear and achievable. The issue segment in their projects 

provided a legal introduction/background to the issue under focus and the rationale for the selection of 

the topic was clearly stated. These projects contained methodologies that included both justifications and 

plans of action for obtaining the data from primary and secondary sources. The findings segments utilized 

both primary and secondary data. Graphs were adequately labelled with a title above and an explanation 

of the content below each chart. Plausible solutions and conclusions were made based on the findings of 

the research and there was strict adherence to the suggested referencing formats (APA/OSCOLA). In some 

cases, projects could have been improved in the segment containing the discussion where there could 

have been a more in-depth analysis of the correlation between primary and secondary data. 

 

On the other hand, there were other projects that were not satisfactorily done. These could have 

benefitted from a review of the guidance provided in the syllabus. In such projects, while the title and 

table of contents were clearly seen and labelled, and the issue section included the legal background to 

the topic selected, there was often no rationale/justification for selecting the topic. The aims were fairly 

done though a few were more suited for sociological and not legal research. Some students used only one 

type of chart in the findings section and provided no adequate description of the contents of the charts. 

In most cases with such projects, the methodology had a plan of action regarding how the primary data 

would be obtained but did not give the advantages for using the chosen data instrument. The discussion 

segment consisted solely of a description of the data in the charts and not a legal analysis of the correlation 

between primary and secondary data as required. Some projects were incomplete since the referencing 

section was missing. 
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PAPER 032 – ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL BASED ASSESSMENT 
 

Paper 032 is the alternate paper to the SBA and is normally done by candidates outside of the formal 

school setting.  The syllabus prescribes the topic for candidates to research and prepare for the 

examination and candidates write an essay on this topic in the examination. They are allowed to take their 

notes into the examination to be used as reference.  

 

The mean on the paper was 22.39 or 37 per cent. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Question  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate clearly identified and thoroughly discussed the five advantages of delegated 

legislation, providing relevant examples to support the answer. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (a) – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate was able to correctly list and discuss five advantages of the use of delegated 

legislation. The discussion was adequately supported by clear and relevant examples. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate clearly identified and adequately discussed the rules of statutory interpretation. In 

addition, the candidate correctly laid out the application of the rules in the correct sequential order 

as Caribbean judges would. Relevant case law was utilized to support each of the rules discussed. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate clearly identified and discussed the application of the rules of statutory interpretation 

as applied by Caribbean judges. The correct order of the application of these rules was evident and 

was supported by relevant case law for each rule discussed. 


