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INTRODUCTION  
 

The Caribbean Studies examination comprised four papers as outlined below.  

 

• Paper 01   — Multiple Choice 

• Paper 02   — Essay 

• Paper 031 — School-Based Assessment 

• Paper 032 — Alternative to School-Based Assessment 

 

These four papers assessed candidates’ knowledge, understanding and competence in the following modules. 

 

• Module 1 — Caribbean Society and Culture 

• Module 2 — Issues in Caribbean Development 

• Module 3 — Investigating Issues in the Caribbean  

 

There was a decrease in the number of candidates who registered to sit the Caribbean Studies examination in 

2023 when compared with 2022. While the figure for 2022 was 10 111, there were only 9962 candidates registered 

in 2023.  

 

There was a slight increase in candidates’ performance in 2023 — 97 per cent of candidates achieved Grades I–V 

when compared to 94 per cent in 2022 and 95 per cent in 2021. There was a noticeable increase in the number of 

candidates who achieved Grade I. The figure moved from 11 per cent in 2022 to approximately 17 per cent in 

2023. 
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PAPER 01 – MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

Paper 01 consisted of 45 multiple-choice questions, 15 questions per module. Overall performance from 2019 has 

consistently been in the 90s. The 2023 pass rate of 95.77 per cent was a marginal improvement on the 2022 figure. 

Grade I saw a marked improvement at 41.76 per cent, up from 11.69 per cent in 2022.   
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PAPER 02 – STRUCTURED ESSAY 
 

Paper 02 consisted of four sections corresponding to four compulsory essay-type questions.  Sections A and C 

focused on Module 1 — Caribbean Society and Culture while Sections B and D focused on Module 2 — Issues in 

Caribbean Development. Each section contained one question each. Sections A and B were descriptive essays and 

marked out of 20. Sections C and D contained argumentative essays and were marked out of 30. The entire Paper 

02 was worth 100 marks. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The question required the candidates to explain four ways in which the peasantry formed after 1838 devised 

economic means for social change. Out of the four questions on the paper, this question had the lowest mean, 

that is, 8.78 (43.9 per cent).   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate displayed an in-depth knowledge of the historical context of the peasantry and the 

pertinent economic activities in which peasants engaged, showing how these activities impacted 

the way society changed. The use of education as a means of social mobility by the Blacks was also 

explored. The candidate explained the points using examples in some cases. There was also an 

appropriate introduction and conclusion. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate displayed in-depth knowledge of the historical context of the peasantry period and 

the peasants’ involvement in economic activities that were important to bring about society’s 

change. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 3 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

Four points on how the peasantry devised economic means for societal change were clearly 

explained. The candidate’s response included the role of education as a tool for social mobility for 

the Blacks. The essay was coherently written. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 4 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate displayed detailed knowledge of the peasantry and the economic activities used to 

devise society’s change. The essay was well expressed with pertinent introduction and conclusion. 

The importance of education for the Blacks was included. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 5 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This was a coherently written essay with relevant points relating to the peasantry and the 

economic activities used to devise society’s change. However, the use of education as a tool for 

social mobility was missing. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 6 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

Relevant points related to the economic activities of the peasantry and how they caused society’s 

change were included in this candidate’s response. The essay was coherently written. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 – Sample 7 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate provided relevant points related to the economic activities of the peasantry and 

how they caused society’s change. The essay was coherently written; however, the education 

factor was missing from the discussion. 
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Question 2  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidates were required to write an essay on how any two popular movements would have contributed to Black 

identity in the Caribbean and beyond in the early twentieth century. The mean for this question was 10.78 or 

approximately 54 per cent. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate demonstrated a good knowledge of the concepts, discussing the influence of 

Marcus Garvey and the continuous religious link between Africa and the Caribbean.  The 

discussion included the impact of Rastafarian lifestyle on Caribbean culture and music.   

 

Overall, the candidate conveyed ideas effectively, exhibiting good use of vocabulary and sentence 

structure. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate displayed a sound understanding of the two concepts required.  The contribution 

of Marcus Garvey was highlighted through the mention of the formation of the UNIA and the 

Negro World Newspaper.  The impact of W.E. B Du Bois was also highlighted. The religious link to 

Africa with Haile Selassie, the Rastafarian contribution to music through Bob Marley, and other 

aspects of the Caribbean were used to show the contribution of the movements in question. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 – Sample 3 

 

 



37 | P a g e  

 

 



38 | P a g e  

 

 
 



39 | P a g e  

 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate presented a good discussion of the concepts.  The impact of Marcus Garvey and 

Henry Sylvester on the Pan-African movement was discussed.  The contributions of Aime Cesaire, 

Franz Fanon and literature to black identity in the French Caribbean were also highlighted. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 – Sample 4 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate showed a good understanding of the concepts and demonstrated how Marcus 

Garvey and Bob Marley contributed to black identity in the Caribbean.  The arguments presented 

were relevant and clear, and the candidate utilized good sentence structure and paragraphing. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 – Sample 5 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate presented a sound discussion on the movements selected and used strong evidence 

such as the work of Marcus Garvey, W. E. B Dubois and Bob Marley to support the arguments.  The 

link between Africa and the Caribbean since the coronation of Haile Selassie and the fight against 

oppression were also used to support the impact of Rastafarian movement on black identity in the 

Caribbean.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 – Sample 6 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate showed a good understanding of the movements discussed. The work of Marcus 

Garvey, W.E.B Du Bois, Bob Marley’s songs and literary resistance were used to support the points 

provided. 
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Question 3  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidates were required to discuss four ways in which the Caribbean region, with its wide geographical space, 

and diverse ethnic and racial groups has managed to maintain over time, a shared common purpose, economic 

development, and an identity.  The mean was 20.32 or approximately 68 per cent, which represented the highest 

on the paper. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate demonstrated very good knowledge and comprehension skills. The essay was 

written from a strong historical and sociological perspective, in keeping with the demands of the 

question. The candidate also showed use of knowledge by stating how the historical and 

sociological context impact the economic ties amongst Caribbean countries, maintaining a sense 

of identity, economic development and cultural ties. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate presented an excellent display of knowledge and comprehension, creating a good 

foundation on which to write the essay. The candidate understood the demands of the question 

and used his/her economic, historical and sociological knowledge of the Caribbean to answer the 

question. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 – Sample 3 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate demonstrated a good understanding of the economic context of the Caribbean and 

the demands of the question were met based on a very good display of knowledge and 

comprehension as well as the use of knowledge. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 – Sample 4 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate understood the demands of the question and exhibited a confident display of 

knowledge and comprehension, and use of knowledge. The candidate wrote primarily from an 

economic perspective and wrote plausible responses. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 – Sample 5 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate demonstrated a very good understanding of the historical, sociological and 

economic context of the Caribbean and was able to meet the demands of the question. 
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Question 4 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidates were required to discuss the extent to which quality of life could be affected by breaches of social 

justice across the Caribbean. The mean was 14.81 or 49 per cent. 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate was fully knowledgeable about the concept of social justice and accurately 

discussed it in line with the parameters of the question.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate demonstrated excellent knowledge of the breaches of social justice and its impact 

on the quality of life. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 3 

 

 



76 | P a g e  

 

 



77 | P a g e  

 

 



78 | P a g e  

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate provided an excellent discussion as he/she extensively examined the breaches and 

its implications for quality of life. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 4 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate displayed excellent knowledge of the topic and presented his/her knowledge very 

well. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 5 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate provided a comprehensive discussion of the question, presenting excellent 

arguments. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 6 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This essay was well organized and the discussion was of a high quality. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 7 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This candidate’s response contained arguments that were presented logically and clearly. 



94 | P a g e  

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 8 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This response was well organized and the candidate demonstrated good writing skills. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 9 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

In this response, the candidate exhibited a very good understanding of the relationship between 

social justice and development. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 – Sample 10 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate provided a very good discussion. However, a little weakness in the conventions of 

writing was observed. 


