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INTRODUCTION   
 
This guide has been compiled using candidates’ responses to the 2023 May/June examination in CSEC 
English B. The English B examination consists of the following components. 

• Paper 01 

• Paper 02 

• Paper 031 or Paper 032 
 

Paper 01 consists of 60 compulsory multiple-choice items (20 items per genre). This paper contributes 29 

per cent to the overall examination score. 

 

Paper 02 consists of eight optional extended essay questions, arranged into three sections that 

correspond to the modes of writing and profiles assessed. Candidates are required to answer one question 

from each section. 

 

The questions in Section One, Profile 1 (Drama), are set on specific texts. Candidates are required to 

answer one question from this section.  

 

Section Two focuses on Profile 2 (Poetry). It consists of questions that require candidates to engage in the 

comparison of two out of the 20 poems that are specified in the syllabus. For one of the questions 

(Question 3), the poems to be used are specified by the examiner. However, for the second question 

(Question 4), candidates choose two appropriate poems from those that they have studied from the 

prescribed list. Candidates are required to answer one question from this section.   

 

Section Three (Profile 3 — Prose Fiction) comprises four questions, two focus on novels and two on short 

stories. The prose section is structured similarly to the poetry section; one question specifies the stories 

to be used while the other allows candidates to select two appropriate stories from the prescribed list. 

Candidates are required to answer one question from this section. 

 

Each question in Paper 02 is worth 35 marks. The paper is worth a total of 105 marks. It contributes 50 

per cent of the overall examination score. 

 

Paper 031, the School-Based Assessment (SBA), consists of a portfolio focused on an issue, topic, theme 

or event. Students are marked on the following components: Plan of Investigation, Oral Presentation, 

Reflection, Participation, Quality of Group Behaviour and a Written Report. This paper contributes 21 per 

cent to the overall examination score. 

 

Paper 032, the Alternative to School-Based Assessment, is taken by private candidates and assesses the 

same skill set as Paper 031. The paper consists of a guided critique of three stimulus pieces related to a 

common theme which may include a newspaper article, a cartoon strip, song lyrics, a poem, a short story 

or a public speech. Candidates are required to answer three compulsory questions. For two questions, 

candidates are required to give short responses. For the third question, candidates are required to create 
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an imaginative piece in response to the theme selected. This paper contributes 21 per cent to the overall 

examination score. 

 
In 2023, approximately 68 per cent of candidates achieved Grades I–III. In Profile 1, approximately 73 

per cent of candidates obtained Grades A–C. For Profile 2 and Profile 3, approximately 62 per cent and 

67 per cent of candidates obtained Grades A–C, respectively.  
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PAPER 01 — MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

Paper 01 assesses the following skills. 

• Comprehension 

• Awareness of the writer’s craft (that is, the ability to say how a writer or poet achieves a given 

effect) 

Candidates are required to demonstrate the following. 

• Analytical skills (the ability to break down a passage into its verbal constituents such as imagery, 

rhythm, tone or mood and sound, and to explain how effectively these elements function within 

the passage) 

• Knowledge of dramatic devices such as stage directions and props 

• Awareness of the relationship between action and motive 

• Awareness of the interaction among characters 

In 2023, the mean percentage on Paper 01 was 60.08, compared with 69.39 in 2022. 
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PAPER 02 — ESSAY QUESTIONS 
 
The mean percentage was 34.55, compared with 33.05 in 2022. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

  



5 | P a g e  
 

Candidate’s Response to Question 1 — Sample 1 
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9 | P a g e  
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate’s response consisted of a well-articulated introduction and included a background statement 

and a specific thesis statement.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 — Sample 2  

 

 



11 | P a g e  
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

In the exemplar, the candidate included information on the reality of the situation and explained how it propels 

the plot. The candidate also included supporting details.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 — Sample 3  
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate gave a perspective of Feste along with examples of how he is more insightful than other 

characters. The candidate also gave supporting details.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 — Sample 4  
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate correctly identified dramatic irony as the technique used by the writer and he/she mentions its 

role in the Shakespearean comedy. In addition, the candidate discussed two examples of how the technique 

is used in the play.  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 2  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 — Sample 1  
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 — Sample 2   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 — Sample 3  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate provided a meaningful discussion of the simile. He/she used appropriate quotes from the author 

(The rivers flow on like our longing), provided a definition for simile and explained its function, showing that 

the rivers in the north flowing on for miles to the sea and never stopping is an indication that the writer’s 

longing to go home is never-ending. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Sample 2   
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate chose to respond to this section by using the devices of contrast and personification though not 

explicitly stated. The candidate cleverly and skillfully demonstrated his/her knowledge by supplying another 

device to discuss the poem. For example, the candidate compared the resentment that the speaker faces in 

the North with the ease that he experiences in the natural environment of the South, illustrating this ease by 

introducing the image of the starfish in the pool. This imagistic response shows that the candidate is aware of 

the evocative means by which the poet convinces the reader of his feelings towards the homes he had to 

navigate.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Sample 3 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate used advanced grammar, spelling, vocabulary and expression. The essay was clear and well 

organized.  

 

He/she included many appropriate illustrations and noted the human connection between the persona and 

readers. The candidate also mentioned that the persona speaks of the “stoniest cities”, “saltless savannas” 

and “sea urchins” while discussing his reminiscences of home.  

 

The presentation of devices, namely simile and personification, are presented in focused discussion in South 

and Sonnet Composed Upon Westminster Bridge, respectively.  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 4 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 — Sample 1 

 



53 | P a g e  
 

 



54 | P a g e  
 

 



55 | P a g e  
 

 



56 | P a g e  
 

 



57 | P a g e  
 

 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

Despite slight errors in grammar, the candidate made thoughtful comments which demonstrated that he/she 

gave a personal response.  

 

The candidate also used evidence from the poem to support the response. For example, the deduction that 

the little boy is possibly small, weak or fragile in comparison to the bullies is based on the line “I feared more 

than tigers their muscles like iron”.  Also, citing a combination of emotions such as yearning, sadness, fear, 

pain and disappointment, the candidate observed that the boy experiences complex emotions towards his 

aggressors.     
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 — Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate identified the event in question as the boy’s search for a father figure. The candidate created 

the context around the situation by pointing out that the mother has had to raise the son on her own. The 

candidate highlighted that the boy’s search is so dire and urgent that it eventually results in the mother 

anticipating his death because of the company in which he has found himself. It was evident that the candidate 

evidently had a good understanding of the poem.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 — Sample 3 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate approached the analysis of literary devices with originality and insight. Foreshadowing is 

identified as the central device in The Woman Speaks to the Man Who Has Employed Her Son. The candidate 

noted that this device is present from the beginning of the poem, where the woman experiences a sense of 

“unease” and morning sickness. This discomfort signals, in advance, the son’s dangerous decision-making, 

which keep the mother in a sense of unease. The candidate further extended the interpretation of 

foreshadowing to the absence of the father in the boy’s life, suggesting that this absence is a key factor that 

will result in the boy’s life ending in disaster. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 5  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 5 — Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate provided a detailed description of incidents from the story to highlight both the actions and 

inaction of the pigs. These descriptions were effectively connected to the demands of the question. 

 

The candidate’s identification of rhetoric as a technique met the requirements. Relevant examples were cited, 

and the candidate successfully linked the discussion and supporting evidence to the question. 
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Candidate’s Responses to Question 5 — Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate provided appropriate details from the story to outline two incidents where the grandmother 

plays a significant role. This aspect of the response was well executed. The candidate demonstrated exemplary 

use of language and strong organizational skills throughout the response. 

 

Additionally, the candidate’s analysis of allegory as a literary technique was satisfactory. He/she offered a 

thoughtful personal reflection that enhanced the overall interpretation. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 6  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 6 — Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate responded very well to each part. He/she presented a strong examination of dialogue as a 

technique used to develop the grandmother’s character. Additionally, the candidate’s use of language and 

organization of the essay were excellent. As a result, the candidate was awarded 32 out of 35 marks. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 6 — Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This is an excellent response in which the candidate thoroughly addressed all aspects of the question. The 

candidate presented a clear and detailed account of two incidents followed by a focused and insightful 

discussion of one. 

 

Contrast is examined as a literary technique and suitable and well-analysed examples are included. The 

candidate also demonstrated good language skills and the essay was well-organized. As a result, the candidate 

was awarded 29 out of 35 marks. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 6 — Sample 3 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate’s use of language and organizations skills were very good. He/she included the required linkages 

and displayed elegant style. While the descriptions of the two incidents were sufficient, the analysis of their 

impact stands out as particularly strong. The candidate also offered a thorough exploration of contrast as a 

literary technique and supported this position by using relevant examples and thoughtful personal insights. 

The candidate earned 32 out of 35 marks. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 7  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 7 — Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate provided a clear and compelling introduction that effectively set the tone for the response. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 7 — Sample 2  
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate gave a succinct and effective conclusion in which the main ideas were clearly reinforced. The 

language throughout is clear and concise, contributing to a cohesive and well-structured essay. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 8  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 8 — Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate provided a reasonable analysis of the literary techniques. 
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Candidate’s Response to Question 8 — Sample 2 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate skillfully discussed the lesson learned by Squeaky in ‘Raymond’s Run’. The body paragraphs are 

well-structured, and transitional words and phrases are appropriately used to enhance the overall flow of the 

response. 
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PAPER 031 — SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA) 
 

Overall, the projects submitted by students ranged from good to excellent. 

 

Common weaknesses across projects included the following. 

• Lack of adherence to word limits  

• Written reports that did not contain all necessary details 

• Failure to identify relevant examples and highlight the effectiveness of techniques 

• Not selecting an appropriate language strategy for each artefact in the reflection 

• Failure to indicate how English language skills will be applied in the School-Based Assessment (SBA) 

within the Plan of Investigation 

• Failure to state the types of artefacts and sources to be used in the Plan of Investigation 

 

Teachers’ marking could have been improved through closer consultation of, and adherence to, the 

established rubrics. In some instances, marks were awarded for criteria that were not present in the 

Reflection section. 

 

The mean score for this paper was 68.07 per cent, a slight decrease from 70.19 per cent in 2022. 
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PAPER 032 — ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA) 
 

Paper 032 is written by candidates as an alternative to the SBA. Candidates continue to show inadequate 

preparation for certain questions.  In many cases candidates simply lifted chunks of information from the 

media without demonstrating a clear understanding or meaningful analysis of the content. 

 

In 2023, candidates were presented with three texts which focused on obesity.  The mean percentage was 

52.62, compared with 50.92 in 2022. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Part (a), candidates were required to identify and outline the main idea or issue presented in each of 

three texts provided.  

  

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

Text 1: In the article, the main issue is the high number of obese individuals within Caribbean countries, 

especially young children. This is a problem because it threatens their future, opening them to many other 

health issues. Organizations must therefore join. 

 

Text 2: The general or main issue in the cartoon is the way many or most obese patients feed their 

condition, instead of attempting to reverse it. Because by looking at the image, it can be imagined that 

the boy accepts his situation and lives a lifestyle that supports his condition, as he is there with poor 

posture, on his computer, when he can be exercising and eating healthily. 

 

Text 3: The poem’s main issue is an individual who is comfortable being fat, has no problem with her 

weight and invites the reader to see her in her comfort. 
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In Part (b), candidates had to choose one of the three texts and assess the appropriateness of the text 

chosen for the purpose of communicating an idea or issue.  

  

Candidate’s Response to Part (b)  

  

Text 1 — The text shows that obesity affects everyone, especially children. There are also statistics to 

show the rise and fall in each country when it comes to obesity. Therefore, I think newspaper articles are 

the best way to reach to a lot of people and spread awareness on obesity.  

 

Text 2 — The cartoon is appropriate in communicating the issue because it provides a visual image of 

obesity along with humour where the man said, “It too looks like your computer may block cookies, but 

you don’t.” Immediately, the audience sees the message the illustration is trying to get across about eating 

a” lot of cookies” and the image of the fat man.  

 

Text 3 — I chose Text 3 because speaking about obesity via poem it would capture the attention of the 

audience big or small due to the rhyming of words and the use of simile, so it would give the audience 

excitement and capture their attention.  

 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate 

• captured the main idea, giving supporting evidence 

• recognized the connection between obesity in adults and lifestyle habits 

• captured the idea that the person in comfortable despite others’ views of her obesity. 

 

Some candidates had difficulty determining the main idea of all three media. Even when the main 

idea was correctly identified, many candidates failed to earn full marks because they did not 

understand what information they were required to give when the verb outline is used. Such 

candidates provided no supporting statement that would outline the main idea. 

 

From the cartoon, some candidates correctly identified that adult obesity can result from a 

sedentary lifestyle and poor eating habits. Others, however, misinterpreted the message and 

focused on body shaming as the central issue. 

 

In the case of the poem, many candidates identified that the persona was comfortable in her own 

skin but failed to relate it to the celebration of the black woman’s body. In many cases, candidates 

were unsure if the persona was male or female. This showed a clear misunderstanding of the poem. 
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For Part (c), candidates were required to choose any two of the texts given and state one language 

technique used in each. They were then expected to explain the effectiveness of the technique.  

  

Candidate’s Response to Part (c)   

  

Title of text: Invitation (poem) 

Repetition is used. “Come and see me sometime” is used as repetition to tell the person to whom the 

writer is speaking that he/she is proud of how unbothered the writer is.  

  

Title of text: Obesity in the Caribbean. Comparison is used.  

The writer compares the Caribbean children’s obesity/weight with the rest of the world, by saying it is 

“three times higher” than the rest of the world. He does this to show how serious the issue is.  

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

In the response, the candidate  

• clearly established why the article is appropriate for conveying the message 

• showed why the cartoon is appropriate for addressing the issue of obesity 

• not only stated the poem’s appropriateness but also why it can be deemed appropriate. 

 

The term appropriateness posed a problem for some candidates. Such candidates simply repeated 

the main idea without stating whether the chosen text was appropriate for conveying the 

information. In cases where candidates understood the meaning of the question, the responses 

were comprehensive and explicit. 

 

Some candidates produced generic answers, failing to provide examples of the point being made. 

For example, with reference to the article (Text 1), candidates wrote ‘wide readership’ or ‘use of 

statistics’ without any elaboration. 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate identified and commented clearly on the effectiveness of the techniques used. 

 

While candidates could generally identify language techniques, most of them were unable to explain 

the effectiveness of these techniques. In addition, many candidates could not name any language 

techniques. Instead, they offered quotations from the texts. The topic of language techniques and 

the concept of effectiveness requires greater attention.  
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 2  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For Part (a), candidates were required to explain three factors which a speaker must consider when 

making an oral presentation other than the composition of the audience. 

  

Candidate’s Response to Part (a)  

  

Factor 1 A speaker should consider eye contact. This creates a sense of connection between the 

speaker and their audience.  

Factor 2 Body language — when you are in front of an audience the way you move your body can 

make your presentation more effective.  

Factor 3 Tone of voice — the way you speak has a great impact on your audience. Voice 

modulation can make your presentation more effective.  

  

 

For Part (b), candidates had to list three points they would discuss in an oral presentation on the main 

idea or issue outlined in the three texts. 

  

Candidate’s Response to Part (b)  

  

(1) The high levels of obesity in CARICOM countries compared to the rest of the world, especially among 

children.  

(2) The importance of blocking out unhealthy foods that could affect the body. 

(3) The importance of still loving yourself whether you are overweight and accepting who they are even 

if they want to change themselves or not.  

  

  

  

 

 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate correctly identified three factors and explained their importance. 

 

Most candidates were aware of considerations when making oral presentations. However, several 

candidates failed to provide an explanation for the factors which was the second part of the 

question.  
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For Part (c), candidates were required to think of a group of people who may be interested in the issues 

outlined in Part (b). Then, they had to list three characteristics of the group to which the presentation 

would be made. Candidates also had to give three techniques that they would use to keep the group 

interested in the presentation.  

  

Candidate’s Response to Part (c)  

  

Characteristics of the group  

• Obese people, especially those who are looking for work  

• Job owners or managers who supervise overweight people who work for them  

• Lastly, parents, especially those of obese children  

  

Techniques 

• By providing visual aids such as pictures and video simulate the interest of the audience.  

• The speaker can participate in a question-and-answer feedback segment so that the audience has 

a better sense of understanding.  

• Role plays by picking on those that share their experiences based on the issue at hand.  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate clearly identified three points for the oral presentation. 

 

Most candidates listed three relevant points for an oral presentation based on the issues in the 

texts. Some candidates, however, included points that were too general and could be applied to 

issues other than obesity.  

 

Examiner’s Comments 

                                

The candidate identified the characteristics of the group and correctly listed appropriate techniques. 

 

There was some measure of misunderstanding regarding the question. Most candidates did not think 

of one discrete group (for example, children) and describe features of that group. Rather, they thought 

of a group and considered parents, students, government officials etc. to be features of that group. 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Candidates were required to use drama, poetry, song, prose or any other suitable genre to create an 

original response based on one of the ideas or issues listed in Question 1 (a).  

  

Candidates were assessed for the following. 

• Relevance of content   

• Organization of ideas   

• Effective use of language   

• Vivid word choice   

• Unique voice/style  

  

This question was handled fairly well. Poetry seemed to be the genre of preference and under examination 

conditions, some candidates were able to produce some competent, entertaining and at times humorous 

poems on the issues presented. Even when the vernacular was used, candidates did so with a degree of 

comfort while using poetic language (similes, metaphors etc.), and rhyme and repetition.  Many of the 

responses, whether prose, poetry or drama, reflected candidates’ deep thought and awareness of the 

issues related to obesity. 

 

In some cases, even candidates who performed poorly in Questions 1 and 2 were able to manipulate the 

elements of writing and composing sufficiently to produce good responses. The area in which candidates 

seemed deficient, however, was the organization and sequencing of ideas as some candidates hardly used 

paragraphs in their prose responses.   
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3  

  

Sample 1: Poem   

  

Do Better  

Obesity is a problem we must change, or we will see our final days  

The numbers are increasing more and more everyday  

I hope there is a change before it is too late.  

Young people being the ones worst to suffer makes me sit and wonder why?  

Parents of today must do better  

Stop obesity before obesity stops you  

Do better, do better, do better  

Not only for you but for the people you love too  

Diet and exercise is the key to a long and healthy life, so  

Do better, do better, do better  

Or you may die.  

  

  

  

  

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The poem is simple but captures the essence of safeguarding one’s health. The candidate presented 

the issue in a way that many people can identify with. The hallmark of this piece is the call to action. 

The candidate highlighted the fact that obesity can be controlled and defeated. 
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Sample 2: Prose  

  

Ever since Little Leah could remember, she had shrieked with excitement at the mere mention of 

breakfast, lunch, dinner and especially dessert. Everyone in her family truly believed that she 

would run a 500-metre race or even a marathon, if the reward were an all-you-can-eat buffet 

stock full of pies, pastries and pizza.  

 

When Little Leah started attending high school, she heard all the fat jokes and was given more 

unsettling nicknames than compliments. “Yo, Big Fatty Leah! How come ya ain’t buying any lunch 

today? You on a diet or something, man?”, a male classmate had jeered at her without rest. Little 

Leah would often laugh it off but she hid her true emotions behind a mask each and every day for 

the entire school year.  

 

On days when she had no classes, the once bubbly girl would look at the spread of what used to 

be her most favourite desserts and just simply ignore it without any hesitation. She seldom craved 

any snacks and instead stared at the bathroom mirror with plain disgust in her maroon eyes.  

 

One day, as she walked home after the self-defeating comments she was burdened with, her ears 

picked up on a familiar melody that she had forgotten years ago. “There is a hope waiting for you 

in the dark. You don’t have to change a thing, the world can change its heart. No scars to your 

beautiful..”. Leah whispered along underneath her breath. Tears began to trickle down her skin 

after her favourite childhood song’s hook. The realization had hit her that she should appreciate 

the vessel that she was given to live in on this planet Earth. At that very moment, she promised 

herself that she would begin her journey to self-love. Little Leah finally smiled ear to ear like an 

innocent child again. When she arrived home, she asked her mother for her favourite pie, instead 

of refusing to eat one bite. ‘Love yourself like you love others.’  

 

 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

In this short piece, the candidate demonstrated effective control of language, using concise and 

purposeful expression. As a writer, the candidate successfully established the attributes of the 

protagonist and used interactions with other characters to drive the narrative forward. The 

presentation allows the reader to empathize with the protagonist, who endures ridicule from her 

schoolmates. 

 

The candidate is also able to give the reader a glimpse of the internal conflict that the protagonist 

endures and shows how the conflict leads to the decision of accepting who she is and realizing that 

self-love is important in a cruel world. 
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Recommendations  
  

• Teachers need to put more emphasis on students’ understanding of terms like main idea, 

appropriateness, effectiveness and language techniques in their teaching.  For example, regarding 

the concept of a main idea, students should be taught that the main idea should be followed by 

the word that to avoid confusing it with the purpose of the passage which is usually followed by 

the word to.  An example of a statement on the main idea is the main idea in the newspaper article 

is that obesity in children and adolescents is becoming a major problem in the Caribbean.  

  

• For Question 2, Part (a), teachers must explain what is meant by “other than the composition of 

the audience” to students since many students are listing age/sex/race as factors to be considered 

when making an oral presentation. Students should also be informed that the factors required 

are those related to delivery and not the content of the presentation.  

  

• For Question 2, Part (c), teachers should ensure that students understand that they must provide 

characteristics of the groups they identify, that is, what features of the mentioned group would 

make the members interested in the particular presentation. 

 

• For Question 3, Part (a), candidates who wrote poems seemed to be at a greater advantage than 

those who wrote prose. Attempts at prose, especially short story and argument, would be 

enhanced by effective paragraphing.  Teachers need to ensure that students are familiar with the 

basic elements of paragraph construction.  

  

• Candidates are reminded that responses to Question 3 must be original.  

  

  

 


