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INTRODUCTION

The Communication Studies examination comprised four papers as outlined below.

e Paper01 — Multiple Choice

e Paper02 — Essay

e Paper 031 — School-Based Assessment

e Paper 032 — Alternative to School-Based Assessment

These four papers assessed candidates’ knowledge, understanding and competence in the following modules.

e Module 1 — Gathering and Processing of Information
e Module 2 — Language and Community
e Module 3 — Speaking and Writing

There was a decrease in the number of candidates registered for the CAPE Communication Studies examination
in 2024. The number moved from 14 040 in 2023 to 13 775 in 2024; in 2022 the number of candidates registered
was 13 131.

The results for 2024 were consistent with 2023, as approximately 64 per cent of candidates achieved grades |-V
in both of those years. This result represented a slight increase when compared to 2022 when 62 per cent of
candidates achieved grades I-V.

Module 1, Gathering and Processing Information, saw the greatest increase in performance with approximately
56 per cent of candidates achieving grades A—C in 2024 when compared to 44 per cent in 2023 and 41 per cent in
2022. Module 2, Language and community, saw an increase in performance, as approximately 61 per cent of
candidates achieved grades A—C in 2024 when compared to 55 per cent in 2023 and 57 per cent in 2022. There
was a decrease in performance in Module 3, Speaking and Writing; the figure declined from 54 per cent in 2023
to 43 per cent in 2024. However, the performance in this module still represented a three per cent increase when
compared to the performance in 2022.
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PAPER 01 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Paper 01 consisted of 45 multiple-choice questions. The first seven questions tested candidates’ listening
comprehension skills. The score was weighted up to 90. The mean score on the paper was 60.59 out of 90 or
approximately 67 per cent. This compares favourably with last year when the mean score was 58.68 out of 90
(65.20 per cent). In 2022, the mean score was 54.06 out of 90 (60.07 per cent).
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PAPER 02 — STRUCTURED ESSAY

Paper 02 consisted of three sections corresponding to the three modules, each with one compulsory essay-type
qguestion. Each question was marked out of 25 and the total weighted up to 150. The weighted mean on this
paper was 75.74 (approximately 50.49 per cent), a figure close to the 2023 performance of 75.15 out of 150 (50.10
per cent).

The maximum score obtained this year was 134 out of 150 compared with 140 in 2023 and 136 in 2022.

3| Page



Question 1

Candidates were required to read an extract entitled That Beastly Word ‘Obese’ and then do the following.

Write an essay, in NO-MORE than 500 words, in which you
« state the writer’s main message, in no more than 30 words
» identify the writer’s purpose

* discuss TWO organizational strategies OR TWO literary techniques OR any combination of
both that serve to.achieve the writer’s purpose

+ comment on TWO reasons why the inforration presented may be considered credible or not.
(25 marks)

4| Page



Candidate’s Response to Question 1 — Sample 1
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Examiner’s Comments

This response contained a good introduction and showcased excellent expression.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1 — Sample 2
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Examiner’s Comments

This candidate provided perfect content in response to the questions.
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Question 2

Candidates were required to read an extract and write an essay in no more than 500 words to respond to the

following.

_* comment on-the writer’s use of TWO diale¢ ieties in the-extract

~ories fouciol expression 5 vocatics 7

. dlSCllSS mgﬁgllﬂlba-'—behavmurs that highlighted the parents’ reaction to Rishi’s defiance

* comment on the use of ONE gramma_tical feature of Caribbean Creole Engli‘sh which is evident
in the conversation.

(25 marks)

10| Page



Candidate’s Response to Question 2 — Sample 1
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Examiner’s Comments

This response was well organized, with transitions and connectives between and within the
paragraphs. Paragraphs were also clearly developed based on the section of the question that was
being answered. The language also reflected a strong command of the English language and the
ability to use it accurately and fluently. The content was also sound and well-articulated.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2 — Sample 2
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Examiner’s Comments

This response was also well organized. It started with a very good introduction that summarized
the passage and segued into the thesis statement. The candidate made good use of transitions
and connectives between and within the paragraphs. Paragraphs were also clearly developed
based on the section of the question that was being answered. The language also reflected a
strong command of the English language and the ability to use it accurately and fluently. The
content was also sound and well-articulated. The response was clearly written.
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Question 3

The question was as follows.

Read the scenario below carefully and, then -apswer the questlon that. follows bz

Due to. increased natural disasters in. your .coustry, your sixth-form ‘chss has been tasked with
organizing4 two-day ratly-that-would bring.attenition to the effects of climate change in your
commumty You have been appomted as'the teain captam of this project.

Asteam captain ofthe pro_]ect, you are required to request permlssmn from your school’s principal,
5  while outlining the details of the rally. - \—' . :

. T
v

‘Write an essay, in NO-MORE than 300 words, in which you
. Just1fy conductmg the rally, using TWO message ‘points related to logos or loglcal appeal

. outlme a tlmetable of TWO dctivities for generating interest during the two -day rally
: : N WA - “d \\

+ explain ONE digital media technology you-would use during the rally.
‘ (25 marks)
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Sample 1
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Examiner’s Comments

The candidate effectively interpreted the question and delivered the content in a cohesive and
coherent manner. The expression was clean for the most part and exemplified the quality

expected at this level.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3 — Sample 2
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Examiner’s Comments

While a few issues exist with this response, it exhibits a very good understanding of the
requirements of the question.
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PAPER 031 — THE SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT

This paper is done by school students and consists of an SBA portfolio.

In 2024, the mean on this paper was 42.72 out of 60 (71.21 per cent) compared with 43.04 out of 60 (71.73 per
cent) in 2023 and 41.59 out of 60 (69.32 per cent) in 2022.
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PAPER 032 — ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT

This paper is done by private candidates who do not present an SBA portfolio. It consists of three essay-type
guestions, one per module. Each question carries a weighting of 20 marks, for a total of 60.

Performance on this paper continues to give cause for serious concern. The mean fell from 28.81 out of 60
(approximately 48 per cent) in 2023 to 25.59 out of 60 (42.65 per cent) this year. In 2022, the mean was 28.04 out
of 60 (46.73 per cent).

The highest score on the paper this year was 39 out of 60 compared with a high score of 40 in 2023 and 46 in
2022.

Question 1

Candidates were required to read an extract on romantic relationships and do the following.

Write an essay, in NO MORE than 300 words, in which you
» summarize the main message of the extract, in about 30 words

» explain TWO contexts of communication within which it would be useful to share this
information

* justify the use of ONE digital media through which the message could be communicated.
(20 marks)
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1
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Examiner’s Comments

This candidate was only able to score half of the marks for this presentation. (10 out of 20 marks)
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Question 2

Candidates were required to read an extract and do the following.

Write-an essay, in NO MORE than 300 words, in which you

+  discuss TWO possible reasons for the dialectal varieties which the author allows Moses to use
in the extract

« discuss how the author conveys Moses’ feelings and emotions through TWO examples: of
non-verbal communication which he displays in the extract

« explain TWO linguistic features of the characters’ speech.
(20 marks)
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2
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Examiner’s Comments

This response earned the candidate 17 out of 20 marks.
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Question 3

This question was based on an extract adapted from an article on why teens stop listening to their parents.
Candidates were required to do the following.

Write an essay, in NO MORE than 250 words, in which you

* identify an intended audience and give ONE reason why this information would be fitting for
this group

+ explain TWO ways in which the writer seeks to capture and hold the reader’s interest

+ discuss TWO potential disadvantages of publishing this article in a newspaper.
' (20 marks)
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3
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Examiner’s Comments

This is another response that earned the candidate 17 out of 20 marks.
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