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INTRODUCTION  
 

This guide has been put together using candidate responses to the 2024 June/July examination in CSEC Caribbean 

History. The report follows the original design of the examination paper.  

 

The Caribbean History examination is offered at the June sitting each year. The examination comprises the 

following papers.  

 

Paper 01 — Multiple Choice  

Paper 02 — Structured Questions and Essays  

Paper 031 — School-Based Assessment (SBA) 

Paper 032 — Alternative to School-Based Assessment (private candidates) 

 

Paper 01 consisted of 60 multiple-choice items and tested the core topics of the syllabus. Items were set to assess 

the Knowledge and Comprehension profile.  

 

Paper 02 consisted of three sections: A, B and C, each corresponding with the three sections of the syllabus.  

Section A consisted of six structured questions and Sections B and C consisted of six essay questions each. 

Candidates were required to answer one question from each section.  Each question was worth 25 marks. 

 

Paper 031, the School-Based Assessment, consisted of three assignments or one project. Students, with the 

guidance of their teachers, were required to select a topic and write a project report or complete three 

assignments based on their research. Teachers marked the assignments and submitted a sample of students’ work 

to CXC for moderation.  

 

Paper 032, the Alternative to School-Based Assessment, was designed specifically for private candidates. 

Candidates were required to answer five questions based on a specific theme identified in the syllabus. The 

candidate entry for May/June 2024 was 7750. 

 

There was a significant decrease in candidates’ performance for 2024 when compared with 2023. In 2024, 63 per 

cent of candidates achieved Grades I–III while in 2023 the figure was 71 per cent. This decrease in performance 

was noticeable at the Grades I and II levels. 

 

The percentage of candidates achieving Profile Grades A–C on the Use of Knowledge profile was approximately 

62 per cent in 2024 and 60 per cent in 2023.  Seventy-one per cent of candidates achieved Grades A–C on the 

Knowledge and Comprehension profile in 2023 when compared with 59 per cent in 2024.  
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PAPER 01 — MULTIPLE CHOICE 

 

Paper 01 assessed the Knowledge and Comprehension profile. Questions were distributed evenly across the areas 

of the core, with ten questions set on chronology and general trends. Performance tended to be fairly good with 

similar performance on all topics on the paper. The mean score was 35.41 marks out of 60 or approximately 59 

per cent. This represents a decline in performance over 2023 when the mean was 39.63 or 66 per cent.  
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PAPER 02 — STRUCTURED QUESTIONS AND ESSAYS 
 

The questions on Paper 02 assessed the nine themes in the optional section of the syllabus. The questions were 

set to assess both the Knowledge and Comprehension (Profile 1) and the Use of Knowledge (Profile 2) profiles.  

 

The mean on this paper was 20.82 out of 75 or approximately 28 per cent. 

 

Performance on the questions which assessed Profile 1 was better than that on the questions which assessed 

Profile 2. The mean for Profile 1 questions was 45.80 out of 90 or approximately 51 per cent while the mean on 

Profile 2 questions was 39.16 out of 80 or approximately 49 per cent.  

 

Section A — Theme 1: The Indigenous Peoples and the Europeans 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 1  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part (a) required candidates to study the map below and then name four islands inhabited by the Kalingos. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate received full marks on this part of the question. 
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For Part (b), candidates had to explain three characteristics of Kalinago societies. 

 

Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate demonstrated good use of knowledge.  
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate correctly stated and adequately explained each point relating to the Mayan economic system. 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 2  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) (i) 

 

 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) (ii) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate gained full marks by identifying two artistic objects that reflected the religious beliefs of the 

indigenous people. 

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate correctly stated two substances — tobacco and food — specifically naming maize as the food. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 

 

 
 

 

  
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate gained full marks for Knowledge and Comprehension by correctly stating three functions of the 

Shaman in the Taino and Kalinago society. However, the candidate should have given one more development 

point for each function. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 

 

 

 
 

 

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate gained full Knowledge and Comprehension (KC) marks by correctly stating three religious 

practices that were conducted by the indigenous people. However, the candidate did not fully develop one of 

the three points. 
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Section A — Theme 2: Caribbean Economy and Slavery 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

 
 

  
 

 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate lost one mark because he/she gave a country that is not in West Africa; Congo is in Central 

Africa.  

 

For this question, candidates could have listed any three countries from the following list: Nigeria, Benin, 

Ghana, Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Senegal, Togo, Gambia. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate demonstrated very good use of language. Three points were clearly identified; each point was 

properly developed. The candidate also gave relevant examples. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate presented a good discussion with well-developed points. 



16 | P a g e  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 4  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

 
 

  
 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate received full marks; each point was well developed.  
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
Each point in the candidate’s response was well developed. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The language the candidate used was of a high standard.  
 
Note that the candidate wrote a special note to the Examiner stating that he/she had crossed out pages of 

his/her work in error. Hence, the response was still corrected. 
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Section A — Theme 3: Resistance and Revolt 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 5  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) (i) 

 
 

  
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) (ii) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate was able to list two leaders of the Haitian Revolution. 

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate was able to list two social classes, as required. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate provided excellent explanation of three reasons, based on local or international circumstances, 

which may have led to the outbreak of the Haitian Revolution. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 | P a g e  

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
This was an excellent discussion of the consequences of the Haitian Revolution. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 6 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) (i) 

 

 
 

  
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) (ii) 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate gave an accurate response. 

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate gave accurate dates for the two major slave revolts listed in Part (a) (i). 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate was able to explain three reasons why enslaved persons revolted against slavery in the 

Caribbean. However, one point needed more development. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c) 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate was able to produce an excellent discussion of the points related to the consequences of revolts 

in the Caribbean. 
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Section B — Theme 4: Metropolitan Movements Towards Emancipation 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 7 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidate’s Response to Question 7 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate presented four points that were very detailed and accurate. Clear and logically developed 

explanations were written from the perspective of a British journalist. The points were consistently argued. 

The essay had introduction and conclusion, and ideas were coherently expressed. There was only one point 

that was not properly developed. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 8 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

The question tested candidates’ knowledge of the provisions of the Emancipation Act and the workings of the 

apprenticeship system. Candidates were expected to show how the Emancipation act created the apprenticeship 

system, and from a first-person narrator’s style, portray the Stipendiary Magistrate’s experience of how the 

system worked, showing that it kept the apprentices in bondage rather than closer to freedom.  

 

In the absence of an exemplar, take note of the following points which should have been developed in answering 

the question.  

 

• The Emancipation Act delayed actual freedom: The Emancipation Act did not bring immediate freedom to the 

enslaved. It instead ushered in a period of apprenticeship: four years of apprenticeship for domestic slaves and 

six years for praedial slaves. Slaves could be reclassified to make them work longer; domestic slaves could be 

demoted to praedial to make them work longer, and there was some uncertainty of how artisan slaves could be 

classified.     

 

• The provision that apprentices work 45 hours a week without pay: This meant that they were not set free since 

most of the work week was unpaid labour. Apprenticeship was therefore still a form of bonded labour.  

Stipendiary Magistrates had to hear disputes between planters and apprentices over hours worked.    

 

• Apprentices were to be paid for work exceeding 45 hours: Planters were unwilling to pay their former slaves. 

There was also an inability to pay, since there was a shortage of cash in the economy.  A limited supply of clocks 

and watches made it difficult to monitor time over 45 hours.  There were disputes about how the 45 hours would 

be allocated across the days of the week. It was difficult for apprentices to accumulate cash or benefit from this 

provision. This issue was a major one with which Stipendiary Magistrates had to deal.  

 

• Food and clothing were to be provided by planters: This did not support the idea of slaves becoming independent 

and learning how to fend for themselves when freedom actually came.  Planters resented this provision since 

apprentices were to be paid for overtime.  

 

• Children under six years were free, but this was not practical, since their mothers were still enslaved: Mothers 

were pressured by planters to apprentice their free children. If they did not, some planters would evict them 

from the plantation. Since their mothers were not free, these freed children were still vulnerable to the slave 

system, in which formerly they would have worked as members of the third gang. 
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• Stipendiary Magistrates were appointed to oversee the system, but they were inadequate. The number of 

magistrates sent to oversee the system were inadequate to monitor the apprenticeship system in their 

territories. To visit plantations, they had to travel by horse over large distances; they were elderly men and 

former military officers, some physically unfit for the task. They were underpaid and overworked, many 

becoming ill and succumbing to the tropical environment.  They were unable, especially in large territories, to 

deal with all the complaints and issues which arose from the apprenticeship system.     

 

• The Act did not address the brutality of the slave system: There was nothing in the Emancipation Act to guarantee 

that corporal and other forms of punishment would cease.  Punishments continued, and even a new mechanism 

for torture was introduced where the enslaved would be sent to the treadmill, on which they would be forced 

to pedal relentlessly, or be faced with wounds to their legs.   
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Section B — Theme 5: Adjustments to Emancipation, 1838–1876 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 9 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Candidate’s Response to Question 9 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate answered the question accurately, giving thorough explanations that convey historical facts, 
details and meaning. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 10 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Question 10 – Sample 1 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate answered the question accurately, providing thorough explanations to convey historical facts, 
details and meaning. 
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Section B — Theme 6: Caribbean Economy, 1875–1985 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 11 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Question 11 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate clearly identified three crises that impact the planters. He/she also identified two ways to deal 

with the impacts. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 12 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidate’s Response to Question 12 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The perspective was clearly stated. The candidate identified five factors to attract potential investors. 
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Section C — Theme 7: The Unites States in the Caribbean, 1776–1985 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 13 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidate’s Response to Question 13 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate gave appropriate historical context, correct definitions for selected terms and relevant 

illustrations to support the points being made. This was one of the few candidates who identified and correctly 

named the three passages in the Caribbean that served as gateways to the US. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 14 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidate’s Response to Question 14  
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate examined the positive and negative impact of the Cuban revolution on the Caribbean region. 

He or she did not limit his/her response to one Caribbean country but correctly referred to and described the 

impact of the Cuban revolution on five Caribbean countries — Grenada, Jamaica, Dominican Republic, Trinidad 

and Barbados — giving correct specific historical details to support the points being made.   
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Section C — Theme 8: Caribbean Political Development up to 1985 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 15 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 15  
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
This was a very good response. Most of the points were well-reasoned and supported by historical facts. 

Overall, the response represents a well-structured essay and the candidate showed good paragraphing skills. 



64 | P a g e  

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 16 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidate’s Response to Question 16 

 

 



65 | P a g e  
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
This was an excellent response. The candidate has an impressive understanding of the topic and was able to 

fully explain five points. 
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Section C — Theme 9: Caribbean Society, 1900–1985 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 17 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Candidate’s Response to Question 17 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
This was a well-developed and organized essay. The candidate demonstrated that he/she knows the historical 

facts. 
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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 18 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 18 
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Examiner’s Comments 

 

This was a very well-organized script. Most of the points were well developed.  
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PAPER 032 — ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA) 
 

This paper consists of five questions.  Questions 1–4 requires short responses while Question 5 requires an 

extended response in the form of an essay. Generally, candidates adequately interpreted and analysed the 

excerpts, and used their background knowledge along with the excerpt to answer the questions effectively. 
 
Question 1 
 

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Question 1 

 

 
 

 
 

Examiner’s Comments 
 
This candidate received full marks for the response. 
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Question 2  

 
 

Candidate’s Response to Part (a) 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The candidate received full marks for this response. 
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

The full two marks were awarded for this response. 
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Question 3 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 3 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Examiner’s Comments 
 
The candidate accurately listed four acts of resistance that enslaved persons used to undermine the daily 

operations of the plantation system. 
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Question 4 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 4 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Examiner’s Comments 

 

This was an accurate response to the question. 
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Question 5 

 

This question required candidates to consider all the sources presented when answering the question.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate’s Response to Question 5 
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Examiner’s Comments 
 
The discussion was worth 17 out of the 20 marks allotted. 


