CARIBBEAN
EXAMINATIONS

COUNCIL

CSEC®ENGLISH A

Subject Report
with
Exemplars

t
L

’ ! .5‘. »
Al ok
Jee] ,).(
i 2 .
T4
&
3 v L
K
il
i
¥ A'- o
& 2

" Y
-
“ !
" /A
i
|

-

May/June 2024



CARIBBEAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL

REPORT ON CANDIDATES’ WORK IN THE

CARIBBEAN SECONDARY EDUCATION CERTIFICATE
EXAMINATION

MAY/JUNE 2024

ENGLISH A
GENERAL PROFICIENCY

Copyright © 2024 Caribbean Examinations Council
St Michael, Barbados
All rights reserved.



Table of Contents

INTRODUGCTION ...ttt et h ettt st e bt e bt e bt e e bt e s st e eat e e a s e ea e e e bt e sbeesheesasesabe s bt e bt e beenbeesmeesmeeenreenneen 1
PAPER 01 — MULTIPLE CHOICE..........ooitiiitiiteitte ettt ettt ettt ae e sttt e b e be e s be e sheesatesabesabeeabe e bt e sseesaeesateenbeeabeeseas 2
PAPER 02 — STRUCTURED ESSAY ...ttt ettt ettt et st e sttt e beete e sbe e sheesueesatesabesbeebeeaseesseesueesatesateensean 3
Y=ot 4 4 1 PP PP PP OPPRROt 3
L0 LU L=y T o Tt PP PP OPPPRRt 3
RECOMIMENAATIONS. ¢ttt ettt sttt e b e b e s bt st e bt et e bt e she e sanesaneeabe e bt e beesmeesmeeenneenteen 6
Y=ot {0 o 11 = F PSPPSR OPPRROt 7
L0 LU LTy o o 1 PP PPRR PPt 7
RECOMMENAATIONS. ....eiiiiieiiie ettt ettt ettt e st e e bt e e st e e e bt e e s aeeesabe e e sabeesabeeeambeesabeeenneesaseesaneeesareeennes 10
Y=ot T o I PP 11
QUUESTION 3 1.t a e s s a e bbb e e s a et s a e e e s baa e s 11
QUESTION 4 ...ttt bbbt s bt s a e s s b e bbb et s a et e s baa e s 16
RECOMMENAATIONS. ....eiiiiieitie ettt ettt ettt e s e e bt e e st e e e be e e s aeeesbe e e saseesabeeeameeesabee e neeesnseesanenesaneeeanes 21
R Y=Tot o] o 1N PSP STPT 23
L0 LU T=Ty o o T PSPPI 23
RECOMMENAATIONS. ...ttt ettt b e st st st s bt e bt e b e e s bt e s st e eat e ea bt et e e beenbeesaeesanesaneeane 27
PAPER 031 — SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSIMENT (SBA) .....c.eiiiiiiiiieiiiteeiesie ettt ettt sttt st be st et ne e 28
PAPER 032 — ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA).......cccociriiiirienienieneeiesieeeesee e 30
L0 U110t PSPPI 30
L0 LU TIPSR 33
L0 LU T=Ty o o T PSPPI 35

2 E=Tolo] 0 Y0 1= g Lo F= Y Ao K 36



INTRODUCTION

This guide has been compiled using candidates’ responses to the 2024 May/June examination in CSEC
English A. The examination comprises the following papers.
e Paper 01: Multiple choice — This paper contributes 29 per cent to the total examination and
assesses Profile 1.
e Paper 02: Structured essay — This paper contributes 50 per cent to the total examination and
assesses both Profile 1 (15 per cent) and Profile 2 (45 per cent).
e Paper 031: the School-Based Assessment — This paper contributes 21 per cent to the total
examination and assesses Profile 2.
e Paper 032: Alternative to the SBA — This paper is done by private candidates in lieu of the SBA.

In May/June 2024, approximately 68 008 candidates wrote the examination. Candidates’ responses

ranged from very weak to superior.

The skills and abilities to be developed and assessed in the study of English A are categorized under two
profiles. These are
e Profile 1: Understanding — Understanding is defined as the decoding and interpreting of
messages through the analysis of language structures and devices used in any given context.

e Profile 2: Expression — Expression is defined as conveying meaning through the selection of
language structures and devices appropriate to a specific context.

The profile dimensions are comprehensively outlined on pages 3-5 of the syllabus.
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PAPER 01 — MULTIPLE CHOICE

Paper 01 consists of 60 compulsory multiple-choice items worth one mark each. The paper is arranged
into two sections; Section | consists of 25 discrete items while Section Il consists of 35 reading
comprehension items based on one of the following stimuli.
e One poem
e One literary extract taken from a novel, short story, biography, diary or letter
e One expository extract (for example, an encyclopedia extract, a report, instructions, a newspaper
article, texts of a speech or a transcript of a conversation)
e One argumentative extract (for example, an advertisement, a speech or a letter to the editor)
e One visual extract (for example, a table, a chart, a form, a diagram, a map, a cartoon or an
advertisement)

Profile 1: Understanding is assessed in Paper 01. In Section |, candidates are awarded marks for their
ability to understand meaning conveyed through word choice, grammar, syntax, sentence structure,
punctuation and paragraphing. In Section Il, candidates are awarded marks based on their ability to

e obtain information accurately

e grasp insights from reading literature

e recognize and evaluate opinions expressed in various forms.

The mean mark was 38.2. Candidates are encouraged to pay particular attention to reading the stimuli
presented to them in the examination, particularly the narrative and expository pieces, to ensure that
they fully understand the material before they respond to the questions. They must also be encouraged
to ensure that they refer to the stimulus for each question, especially in cases where line numbers are
used.
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PAPER 02 — STRUCTURED ESSAY

Paper 02 comprises the following sections.
e Section A: Summary Writing
e Section B: Expository Writing
e Section C: Narrative Writing or Short Story Writing
e Section D: Argumentative Writing

Each section is used to assess both Profile 1 — Understanding (15 marks) and Profile 2 — Expression (90
marks).

Section A

Question 1

This question was worth 25 marks and the mean score was 9.17. Scores ranged from 0 to 24. Five marks
were allocated to Profile 1 and a total of 20 marks to Profile 2.

Overall, the performance of candidates continues to improve. It should be noted that summary writing is
a critical skill that all candidates must develop because many aspects of their working life and other life
experiences will require them to possess such skills.

Reading comprehension continues to be problematic for candidates and this problem needs to be
addressed. Too many candidates are still unable to score the full five marks for identifying the relevant
points from the passage. Further, candidates need to be reminded that the points must be presented as
full sentences/ideas and not as topics. For example, a candidate should not write ‘teenage stress’ as one
of the main points because there must be a specific aspect of teenage stress that the writer presents.

Many candidates were able to give the relevant points but they were unable to organize these points into
one flowing paragraph. Some candidates presented responses that were longer than the stipulated one
paragraph. Candidates were penalized for giving responses that were too long because there is a cutoff
point (the 120" word). However, if the 120" word is in the middle of a sentence, the entire sentence will
be considered.

The quality of the work of some candidates was affected by errors in how they used language. Errors
included run on sentences, grammatical inaccuracies, spelling errors and punctuation lapses. In addition,
candidates would benefit from planning their responses. If candidates adhere to the stipulated word limit,
it is possible that they would have extra time to review/edit what they have written.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 1

Read the following article on teenage stress carefully. List FIVE MAIN points discussed, then
write 4 summary of the article in NOT MORE THAN 120 words in ONE PARAGRAPH.
If this limit is exceeded, only the first 120 words of your answer will be read and assessed.
You MUST include in your summary paragraph the five points you listed AND any other
relevant points. A minimum of seven points is required in order for you to scoré full marks.

~As far as possible; use your own words. Your summary must be-in continuous prose. You
may use the space.on page S to jot down a plan.

[ 2 ‘».,_ - i ‘

In your answer, you will be assessed on how well you

(a) identify the main ideas and opinions in the extract
(1)) organize and éxpress these ideas and opinions in your own words
(©) use appropriate grammar, sentence structure, vocabulary, spelling and punctuation.

Teenage Stress

Adolescence has always been a tricky, developmental period. It is characterized by fundamental
yet soméwhat difficult changes (physical, cognitive, and social) that are experienced by teens as
‘they make their way from childhood toward.adulthood: They are no longer children, but not yet
adults, and this series of transitions not only impact the individual experiencing the transitions
but also on parents, pe ers and society as a whole.

Adolescence has always been an awkward stage where teens struggle to build their own identity,
seek autonomy and learn about intimacy.. These things all cause a certain level of anxiety, but
they are not really new.

What is new is the environment that we live in, and it is this fast-paced, perpetually plugged-in
society that sets the tone for the messages and expectations that teens receive every day. Due to
varying pressures around school, work, families, relationships, social media and the seemingly
endless series of transitions involved in simply being an adolescent, teens today are indeed under
more stress-than ever before.

———

~Today, teenagers are expected to know what they want to do — where they want to go to scho ol
and in which field they would like to work — earlier than ever before.' They are also expeéted to
do well, and are put on “success™ tracks &Ven in elementary school. They have to do well because
itis assumed that all children will go to university. Further, they must get into the best university if
they want to “succeed” and be competitive in today’s job market. This is a lot of pressure on teens.

Sample Summary

The article "Teenage Stress" is about the challenging period of
adolescence, which is characterized by significant physical, cognitive, and
social changes as teens transition from childhood to adulthood. It discusses
how this stage affects not only the teenagers but also their parents, peers,
and society. Modern teens face increased stress due to societal pressures,

4| Page



including early decisions about education and career paths, and the
constant influence of social media. These factors contribute to higher
levels of anxiety and the need to fit in and be accepted. The fast-paced,
technology-driven environment exacerbates these pressures, making
adolescence more difficult than ever before.

(100 words)
LIST OF FIVE MAIN POINTS.
V\d\a\eﬁc&“%hﬁo\\m\&,btmx*ﬂaksdwdq?mm4pmoc\ JS—
2. .ﬂr.....i.:s.....cmr.eax.c-m.\.z_@x...bik...&m&n&ﬁ?k.-ag&..:%asms.a.:sms‘.r....c:\.éi&.qs.gfv.....g.\.gs\g.-a ....... s
wm‘\::....qr.L...E.Xf.‘.&;:i%')s.ﬁf:\...!?.‘{!\r.:\%a...‘?S&-...‘\'f.\%%.f‘.f.‘.@).’?ﬁ.t..':u’.i‘.l.".‘.‘..mt..%m.m‘n;.!dhm.ﬁs\éuﬂh?ﬁ&

4. .s\.g\eﬁ.c.t.r.\.cs.—..hmﬁ...sam:.aﬁ,s..b.em..m...m.fsé&:.a\gh\%sas\..?:‘.\.?ss.\\‘?.-..m!:\e,s:g,..i.m.r:-.%...aim@&&.‘rs..

m\t\’hﬁ“”‘\kﬂx’“\\sjs%’\t\‘-h’faneo'\‘:sdf\‘-‘\\99~”\°bov%\ﬂ*“*\°£3:
5. .TSS?t.XAE\S.}.’re.e,ﬂ.?.«.%e.;‘:a.-.%&..E&gﬁ;&&s‘s..i&.&ht\m@..\.&hﬂ.&mﬁ\r}..&km‘t.is-..i;\%.,m‘cx%*:&:‘x&%&..wmmhim .......
{5@..mm&.gm.mmiu.:%Lq_\.c.\.k\\r-%.msm\@..\i\a@.-..Asa..L.».’%g%.,f:.-.em.\i:!.«:..éhm...&x&t..b&%m.. ....... sereres
(5 marks)

Examiner’s Comments

In the exemplar, the candidate correctly identified the five main points. Therefore he/she earned five
marks. Some candidates lost marks because they failed to separate points in their lists or because they
combined two or three points under a single item. Additionally, some candidates copied points directly
from the text. Although there is no penalty for doing such when listing points, significant marks are lost

if this is done in the summary.
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Recommendations

In order to perform well, candidates need to do the following.

Recognize the importance of reading the entire passage at least twice.

Develop skills in identifying the main topic, key issues and supporting ideas.

Understand various genres (argument, exposition, description) to effectively structure the
final summary.

Improve reading comprehension skills so that they can grasp the meaning and significance of
the passage.

Develop a stronger vocabulary so that they can relate to the content and understand it. This
would also help them to convey the meaning of the passage.

Practise organizing individual points into a coherent, grammatically correct paragraph.

Learn to be concise in writing to avoid exceeding the word limit while still conveying all
necessary information.
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Section B

Question 2

This question was worth 30 marks and the mean score was 16.89. Scores ranged from 0 to 30.

Study the situation presented below and then complete the task that follows.

The youth group in your comumunity are planning a fund-raising activity. As Public Relations
Officer for the youth group, use the following information to write the notice which will be posted
in the community. ‘

* The activity will assist a fire victim.

* The event will be held on Saturday, 13 Tuly 2024
* Time: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.

* Venue: Grounds of the community playing field.
* No admission fee.

* Fun activities for all ages.

* Local food will be on sale,

» A popular DJ will be present: '

Write a notice that will be placed on the notice boards in the community. '

3

Your notice MUST be in continuous prose.

1

Your answer will be assessed on how well you

* format the notice : ¥

* select relevant and complete information
* organize and express the information

* use appropriate grammar, sentence structure, vocabulary, spelling and punctuation. .

Total 30 marks
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Content and Format

While candidates were able to present the information requested, in many cases the incorrect format for
a notice was used. Many candidates presented an advertisement or flyer. Most candidates were able to
reproduce the expected salient points for the notice.

Many candidates presented the information using the correct tone and the required formal register. In
some cases, candidates forgot which audience they were addressing and resorted to using slang. Some
candidates paid attention to content but they did not organize it well. Therefore, there were lapses in
coherence and conciseness of the information. The sequencing of the notice was accurate for most scripts.
It must be noted that in some cases, candidates resorted to repetition of content or to writing a narrative.

Language

The formal register was used by many candidates. Candidates who created advertisements or flyers were
heavily penalized under the language component of the mark scheme. Other errors included lack of
subject and verb agreement, incorrect spelling and punctuation, and run on sentences.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 2
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Examiner’s Comments

The candidate gave an excellent response. He/she was able to capture the correct format of the notice and
to accurately note the critical points. The candidate’s writing was fluent and he/she utilized paragraphs. The
essay was also well organized.

Recommendations

For Question 2, teachers are reminded that the following areas may be tested.

e letters (apology, complaint, application)
e Memorandum

e Email
e Notice
e Reports

As such, the formats of all the above-mentioned must be taught. In addition, the following should be
noted.
e The process approach to writing must be used as part of classroom instruction.
e Good models of writing must be used in classes.
e Students need to be reminded that a sense of audience must be evident in the writing. As such,
attention must be paid to the tone.
e Paragraphing needs to be emphasized in the teaching process. A student should not submit a
response written in one paragraph.

e The mechanics of writing must be emphasized, especially in the editing phase of the writing
process.
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Section C

Question 3

For Question 3, candidates were required to write a story based on a picture of a lost, discarded or an
abandoned cellular phone lying on a bed of grass. The question was worth 25 marks and the mean score
was 11.05. Scores ranged from 0 to 25.

Most candidates used the stimulus as an important element in their stories. A few candidates produced
very good and excellent stories with interesting and intriguing plots that were engaging in their refreshing
narrative styles. Most stories, however, were written as a report and included some elements of a
narrative incorporated (setting, dialogue, characterization). They reported about the characters and
events in the story in a simple, pedestrian manner. This was an indication that most candidates still do
not have mastery of this genre of writing. Some stories were devoid of the kinds of words that are effective
for creating interesting characters, setting and general atmosphere of the story. A few candidates chose
to write using the expository genre (including on the COVID-19 pandemic) and a few wrote descriptive
pieces, failing to meet the basic requirement for narrative writing.

3. Write a story based on the picture below.

(25 marks)
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Candidate’s Response to Question 3
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Examiner’s Comments

The candidate wrote an excellent narrative in which he/she utilized all the pertinent elements of an
action structure. The candidate incorporated a compelling presentation of character and use of setting,
and a fitting tone to complement the narrative. He/she organized the essay excellently and sequenced
the events well, which added to the advancing of the plot and heightened the conflict. The candidate
also used language well to depict emotion and characterization. He/she incorporated excellent word
choice to create the atmosphere of the story.
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Question 4

Candidates were required to write a story based on the words “He was about to give up when the
unthinkable happened.” This question was worth 25 marks and the mean score was 12.70. Scores ranged
from 0 to 24.

Candidate’s Response to Question 4

Write a story based on the sentence below.

“He was just about to give up, when the unthinkable happened.” (25 marks)

Except for the few candidates who hinted at or left the reader to infer where the stimulus was
incorporated in the story, most candidates understood and utilized the stimulus appropriately in their
stories. A few candidates blended the narrative voice and other elements of fiction with great facility to
craft stories that were refreshing and exhilarating. However, as with Question 3, most candidates did not
demonstrate a high level of imagination and creativity in incorporating the elements of fiction in their
stories. Also, they lacked the choice of words necessary to craft engaging stories. These candidates used
the reporting style to tell the reader about the characters, setting and events taking place in the story.
Typically, the plots were predictable and mundane.

Organization

Most candidates performed well on this component. Overall, there was effective sequencing and
coherence of events in the stories. Some stories were refreshing and candidates successfully included
intricate and imaginative structures.

Effective Use of Language

As with the other areas, the comments on language usage are common to Questions 3 and 4. A few
candidates used language effectively (choice of words, grammar and mechanics). However, most of them
struggled with using language competently and effectively to write strong, imaginative stories. The stories
lacked narrative voice and personal style. The words used did not create interesting conflicts, storylines,
characters or settings. Overall, candidates did not craft stories that were pleasurable for reading. Most
candidates did not include strong verbs, adjectives and adverbs, and they did not use figurative language
to create story atmosphere.

Candidates also had issues with grammar and mechanics. These issues were related to persistent spelling
errors, misuse of the comma and other punctuation marks, run-on sentences, the absence of paragraphs
and the incorrect use of capital letters. There were also problems with subject and verb agreement, and
how candidates used past tense markers.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 — Sample 1
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Examiner’s Comments

The candidate wrote a very creative and effective response to the stimulus. He/she included intense
conflict which was well developed, sustained and resolved. The candidate also included strong characters.
The piece was written using an excellent narrative style; the story was short and the candidates used an

effective narrative voice. Overall, the quality of writing was remarkable.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 4 — Sample 2

......... Carowansy .. x4 X 0oz, Sheosws,. dosieed deny . lap. Fo.. 0 SN0 orstner.. Domden o......
9 S €521 -

.Hs:..g\vgg.&a....\s-.cp.\s.%s!.....c>.s-.r.’r....‘.\9.:...m....m....m.c}?skm...yg&.x.més...Q.:r.\d...mcgp....n\.ms:@...-.’.(\:.\meq .......

q.'ermewhen@u;—:—\needeé\{m\'\amvexx\\b%abﬁbréﬁwrmo@m .........

Sould.  gver  asleed Soe .

.................................................................

.gq.ll...:thut....mb..bmthm..mcﬁa..fm..the,...hb&:g;:&u\..~..A§..ﬁg%...g&...k..h@grd..,..k..%ﬁ}f ...........

:th?:!:e-.....':n....cs...bggt:\bmt.ﬁ{a..S.%mé.....caa-.x?&...?mm‘:..m..k\qs’.’s..bgm..éx@@@ﬁc\...u&t&h.ﬁﬁ%@.“h....

Sreamanke. &Q\.‘.\.’.\\?g...\w&..m&..“.\m..ﬁu.\x&e:\:.. .4.\...ms;:.\"s.efé..:m....\{;;-.-.....s.‘smm....@Q@?n&...\@%@.\g

......

Qn&*%wrf%%a\mt&—&\%wos%w% Ao el X

\-\wr%gasﬁec\unﬁ‘m%wx\gmmm&e“ra»\r&u&.w:\oc&wrﬁmék\mk
e

Mere. io. o ) e B B

r\ﬂa\sasurgcxﬁg\w@;:\ec&av&wqm%ca-v\si\.v-:’m*e-ﬁ%rg\\aw’(em\\nwr,

?)%M‘rss%r\\‘\m"ww;ﬁt&-\wkhcé\éﬂ\"“«wc&wderc‘\\e—exmm\mv\e»e—b

nc‘}reﬁ@nndxr&mm%hm@%%@w*\ﬁhﬁa—ékoQrb,\m»%\\¥wcxb ............
&m&‘b\qﬁzw&bro&xex‘%rmim&s@iw%\mm&\;@cﬁs&mv’w@re?are—

19 | Page



..[?f.'?ar.....’E\r.\.cr.....&es)seﬁ%k....‘!a?:gcs.tnts@“....ﬁ:\r.\?.f....'.’c:.u@d.....an%xd‘ck\fn ...,.gy.\c\.....'.\z‘m,c%....‘m.....aq.’ﬁh.\’n\n)....

smere.. Yhek . gmn. e dong. sl i) A te\ed e, Qanects.....

-----

\?\%f‘-\oébr-‘@\é\,E:M\X\neb&ﬁw\\ma\\‘vn{vg%n’twq‘é’m@%\\.)&hep\gb

ond. ek v g prsstiliig Moy geseds, ceed. oon. L pended ownd. handed. no

\. o *owéx\o\&&m\\&wbrﬁ\qw\\mnwwb\>%bfdﬁ\wx§ ......

W\{%ﬂ\}(t RSTTAVE S RORTES _

R AT = o U U TR P PSP PPR TSP PP T PP PP

H\&G\h\i@%%ﬂ*ﬁﬁm@b\ﬁwwzmm\a\-\gww\ﬁg@k&@kﬁ’(@
.m....n....s-.sv.%qk...@n&s\a....mm.\...&....‘.\mmg—.c&'x.c‘:‘sg\éﬁ...co&&ﬁc)..?’.cox-..ta SDoame.y. ndoen .. S Some
M—e&eswxds-r\gd‘mﬁ\wc)k ;..C\%..ca...m&th&....Q‘.’f...hzar...Msrﬁ...mm@\#s%..mnd.n‘m’m\b..
Atrprmed.. 3o 2ee. Y. cvielee. . Tl wen coen . mant. Snedeed

......... N RS

- - % - ~
..%Q.U.s-.«.ntrj...5294.—.‘-)1@9‘?{3..92‘”@....\..\lx‘e.é.....og}r}.\\@..m%.mkmﬁamal...hcsﬁ)p.mé:x.\ss)...s‘:e..:‘sxm\.\sj......

20| Page



....................................................................................................................................

Examiner’s Comments

Even though the candidate wrote the story using a straight-forward and linear plot, the elements of the
narrative are evident and the first-person narrative account, because of its emotional content, gives an
authentic appeal, thereby adding substance to the narrative. There is very good organization of the details.
Good command of language — secure grammatical structures and mechanics though there were some
inaccuracies.

Recommendations

Content and Relevance of Story

e Students require exposure to a variety of short stories to broaden their imagination and creativity.

e In writing classes, there should be more reading of stories and student-centered analyses of the
writers’ craft.

e Teachers should guide students to focus on specific elements during story writing sessions; for
example, how to create a plot that presents significant challenges for the central character, which
must be satisfactorily and interestingly resolved at the end of the story.

e Students should be exposed to different kinds of stories such as stories that showcase plot, stories
that turn on character or setting, and reflection.

e Students should be given more stimuli, other than those in past papers, to assist with generating
suspense, surprise endings, and/or ironic twists.

e Teachers should provide examples of stories in which characterization is a dominant element and
examples of how to develop story characters through description and dialogue.

e Students must be helped to effectively inject the action of the story early in the writing rather
than provide lengthy background details that add little to the plot of their stories.

e Teachers should encourage students to write stories that are short and that do not extend beyond
two and a half pages.

Language Usage

e Teachers should continue to use differentiated instructional strategies to provide students with
the practice they require to effectively use the grammar and mechanics of Standard English.
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e Exemplars must be provided for students to gain an understanding of how writers use diction to
create characters, settings and atmosphere in their stories.

Teachers should note that stories must be written based on the picture or the sentence(s). There is no
requirement for all the sentence(s) in Question 4 to be included in the story nor all the details of the

picture. However, in the stories, candidates must demonstrate a clear relationship between the chosen
stimulus and the narrative elements.
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Section D

Question 5

For the argumentative piece, candidates were asked to present their views on the topic “Physical
Education and Sports should be compulsory for all students.” This section of the paper proved to be the
most problematic for candidates as they scored the lowest on this section. This question was worth 25
marks and the mean score was 8.14. Scores ranged from 0 to 23.

This question was age-appropriate and timely. Candidates presented a variety of good points and ideas.
There was scope for easy development of the points chosen since information came from real-life
situations. However, some candidates were unclear of the meaning of the word compulsory. As a result,
in many instances, a position was taken but the supporting arguments contradicted the stance taken.

Additionally, candidates did not demonstrate that they understood the concept of the argument as a
discrete genre. Candidates need to understand that the stimulus or claim gives a point of view on a topic
with which they need to agree or disagree. A few candidates wrote narrative or expository pieces. The
sequencing of events of events with words such as ‘then’ and ‘next’ are elements associated with narrative
and not argument. In too many cases, paragraphs were sketchy.

Some candidates did not organize their essays well. The essays included an introduction, body and
conclusion but they were not organized into paragraphs. Many candidates are not using paragraphs or
using too few paragraphs to develop their points. Even when there was evidence of indentations
candidates did not demonstrate the elements of the paragraphing such as using topic sentences with
supporting sentences.

A significant number of candidates scored 0. At least one candidate gave a response that was completely
unreadable.

Formal writing continues to be a problem for Caribbean students who struggle with acquiring Standard
English because of the influence of dialects. This is increasingly compounded by the language used on
social media. Several candidates seem to think that words such as ‘cause’ instead of because and ‘wanna’
and ‘gonna’ are now Standard English words. In addition to the above examples, there was increased use
of abbreviations including don’t and etc.
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Candidate’s Response to Question 5
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Examiner’s Comments

In exemplar, the candidate presents a point of view and gives three good reasons to support the position. In
the conclusion, the candidate reiterates the ideas which support the point of view given in the introduction.
The essay is well-organized and the candidate displayed excellent language skills.

26 |Page



Recommendations

e It is important to establish a focus for the response, even if that focus is ‘I agree with the
statement’.

e Students need to be taught/reminded that organization should be within and across paragraphs.

e The concept of the line of an argument progressing from introduction to conclusion needs to be
emphasized.

e Students could be taught to use graphic organizers to help them organize their arguments.

e Students need to practise accurate writing.

e Students need to understand that punctuation adds meaning to writing.

e Students could be given practice in rewriting jumbled paragraphs to raise their awareness about
paragraph unity.

e More individual reading by students and examples given by teacher in the classroom could help
them to see the distinctions between formal and colloquial language.
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PAPER 031 — SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA)

In May/June 2024, students did well in several aspects of the project. However, there were still a few areas
to which teachers need to pay closer attention to the rubrics as set out in the syllabus.

Plan of Investigation

Most students scored three marks out of five. Students should refrain from giving several reasons for
choosing their topic as this method causes them to exceed the word limit. In addition, stating that my
‘research’, ‘writing skills” and ‘mood’ will improve, were identified as benefits; however, these reasons are
not considered to be English specific. They are too general or they cannot be described as benefits. Many
students also tried unsuccessfully to incorporate the benefits of doing the project with the use of English
skills. For example, ‘I hope to increase my vocabulary and use my vocabulary skills to write ..., or other
similar statements, are not considered to be correct.

Reflections

Students should note that the reflections are three separate pieces of 150 words each. In Reflection 1,
students are expected to state the titles of the artefacts, their previous knowledge about the topic, the
issue in the artefact, what they had learned (new knowledge) as well how this new knowledge affected
them. They should ensure that they have a similar discussion for each piece.

Overall, students did not do Reflection 2 well. Many of them gave a summary of each piece or wrote about
the same strategy for each piece. In many responses, students identified devices or techniques but they
gave no examples as support or they used incorrect examples. Sometimes, students did not illustrate in
their discussions how the devices helped to achieve the author’s purpose. Students should ensure that
they have a similar discussion for each piece.

Reflection 3 continues to be done well. Some candidates linked the expected benefits from their plan to
their personal growth with great success.

Written Report

This section was not done well although there was much improvement over last year’s submissions.
Groups were to state the group’s theme, sub-topics of each member, identify the three pieces used and
the authors of the pieces, and why and how the pieces were chosen. This should have been followed by a
discussion of each piece. The task of each member and the process of writing the report should also have
been included. Groups that did not select the three pieces for discussion received a very low score.

Too many groups began with a discussion of the process from its inception with the teacher’s suggestions
for the project. Some students exceeded the word limit before they completely analysed the three
selected pieces because their introductions/discussions were too lengthy. Many groups also used
guestions to guide their answer. In some instances, the answers based on the selected questions either
did not include three pieces or included more than three pieces.

28| Page



General

Some projects are still being submitted with missing sections. This was most common with the written
report. Teachers are asked to ensure that the project contains the sections for which marks were allocated
on the cover sheet.

Teachers and students should take note of the following.

e The English SBA is not a group project. Only the Written Report is a group effort. There have been
too many instances of teachers attaching the names of five or six students to the same project.

e Several aspects of the Written Report were not done well. For example, in some reports, there
were no sub-topics or evidence to show how the three pieces were selected.

e The moderated report on each SBA will indicate which section, if any, exceeded the word limit, as
well as the missing elements for each section. Even if all elements were present, marks would not
have been awarded if those elements came after the word limit had been reached.
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PAPER 032 — ALTERNATIVE TO THE SCHOOL-BASED ASSESSMENT (SBA)

Many candidates still appear inadequately prepared to answer some questions. In many cases, candidates
simply lifted chunks of information from the media given without showing clear understanding of the
information.

Question 1

Part (a)

The three pieces were appropriate for treating the issue of mental health; however, too many candidates
found difficulty determining the main idea of all three media. Even those who were able to glean the main
idea did not score full marks as they failed to understand the requirement for the verb outline and
therefore provided no supporting statements to outline the main idea. This year, many candidates were
able to identify the benefits and disadvantages of homework as the main idea of the article; however,
many focused on the disadvantages and failed to see that the article was discussing both sides of the
issue. For the cartoon, most candidates simply relayed what was happening in the scene, while for the
poem extract, many candidates failed to see the sarcasm and therefore stated that the main idea was to
show how much the writer loved homework.

Candidate’s Response to Part (a)

(a) In the article they spoke about the good and the bad side about homework in the
good side. They stated that homework can help student to develop key skills and in
the bad side, homework can be harmful to students.

(b) The parents having a hard time finishing they kid homework meanwhile the kid is
play game showing that the parents are doing the kid homework when he was the one
suppose to do it.

(c) The main issue presented in the poem, speaks about the diminishing return
students receive from homework. It leads to insanity, stress and negative impacts on
the mental health.

Examiner’s Comments

students.

The candidate captured the main idea of the article and included the supporting evidence. He/she also gave
the main idea portrayed by the cartoon. In addition, the candidate grasped the sarcasm in the poem and
highlighted the main idea that homework can have a negative effect on the mental and physical health of
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The term appropriateness posed a problem for some candidates. They simply repeated the main idea
without stating whether the chosen text was appropriate for conveying the information. In cases where
candidates understood the question, they gave answers that were comprehensive and explicit.

Part (b)

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three texts and assess its appropriateness for the purpose of
communicating the idea or issue.

Candidate’s Response to Part (b)

(a) In the poem, “Homework, | love You”, it’s a comedic and rhythmic manner it clearly
defines the negative effects of doing homework. To the likely audience of students and
parents, it presents the issue in an easy and understand way. | believe it was an
appropriate medium of communicating the issue.

(b) I'have chosen text two due to the idea that | believe a picture paints a thousand words.
This cartoon image show vividly and clearly the idea of the message to any viewer,
each detail adds meaning to the text quoted from the picture, “ Son, we’re stuck. Mind
giving us a hand with your homework.” This express the idea perfectly to all audiences.

(c) Text 1 article — The article contains factual information which can be read from the
website. It is accessible and it highlights the factors associated with both the negative
and positive impacts but it gives the online readers who are more into computer world
the information.

Examiner’s Comments

The candidate understood what was required. He/she clearly showed why the poem is appropriate for
conveying the issue. He/she clearly shows why the cartoon is appropriate for addressing the issue. In addition,
the candidate carefully explained why the article is appropriate for addressing the issue of homework.

While students were, for the most part, able to identify one language technique from two of the media,
most were unable to explain the effectiveness of these techniques. There were, however, too many
candidates who were unable to name any language techniques and instead they gave quotations from
the texts as techniques. The candidates continued to use words like ‘generalities’, ‘persuasive’ and ‘poem’
as language techniques. The concepts of appropriateness and effectiveness and the definition and
explanation of language techniques will require greater attention in the classroom.

Part (c)

Candidates were required to choose two of the texts, identify one language technique used in each and
explain their effectiveness.
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Candidate’s Response to Part (c)

Title: The Homework Divide

Technique used: factual information

Effectiveness: Factual information was used in the article to bring credibility to the
different points the writer was making concerning homework. Furthermore, the use
of factual statistical data and also helped credibility to each argument.
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Question 2

Candidates were asked to explain three factors a speaker must consider when making an oral
presentation.

Most candidates seemed aware of considerations for oral presentations; however, several failed to
provide the explanation for the factors which the speaker should consider, which formed the second part
of the question. Too many candidates included considerations related to the content of the presentation.

Candidate’s Response to Part (a)

Factor 1: Eye Contact
Reason: eye contact is very important. It creates a sense of connection
between the speaker and the audience.

Factor 2: Body language

Reason: The way you move our body while delivering a speech can
affect the presentation. Depending on the body language, the
presentation can be interesting and entertaining or boring to the
audience.

Factor 3: Quality of voice

Reason: The quality of voice of the presenter deeply affects the
presentation, Voice modulation is likely to have a greater impact on the
audience, whereas monotonous voice will bore the audience.

Examiner’s Comments

The candidate clearly explained three factors that must be considered when making an oral presentation.

Part (b)

Candidates were asked to list three points they would use for an oral presentation on the subject
presented in the texts. Most candidates were able to list three relevant points for an oral presentation
based on the issues highlighted in the texts. Some candidates, however, included points that were too
general and that could be applied to other issues other than the issue of mental health.
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Candidate’s Response to Part (b)

(1) I'would outline the disadvantages and benefits of homework, as well as methods and
practices to cope with and reduce stress cause by homework.

(2) | would outline the disadvantages of written homework to kids and illustrate and
outline methods and strategies to make homework exciting and effective.

(3) I would discuss ways to maintain a healthy mind and physical body for students,
despite the challenges and amount of homework.

Examiner’s Comments

The candidate provided three good points for the oral presentation.

Part (c)

There was some measure of misunderstanding of this question. Candidates continue to be confused by
the way the question is worded. They are still listing various groups as the features of the group. For
example, parents, children, officials, etc. become features instead of groups. For this June’s examination,
especially, candidates performed unsatisfactorily on this question. Many scored 0 marks out of 6 and
several others did not attempt the question.

Candidate’s Response to Part (c)

Characteristics of the group:

(1) Educator or teachers who regularly distribute homework to students

(2) Parents or guardians of students who receive homework.

(3) Students who has experience to positive and negative sides of being given homework.
Techniques

(1) Invite students to give their testimony or share their experiences.

(2) Have an audio visual presentation to assist with communication.

(3) Have an open mic question and answer segment.

Examiner’s Comments

The candidate demonstrated a clear understanding of what was required when providing a response.
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Question 3

This question was handled fairly well by the candidates who attempted it. Poetry seemed to be the genre
of preference and some candidates, under examination conditions, were able to produce some
competent and entertaining poems on the issues presented. Even when the vernacular was used, the
candidates did so with a degree of comfort while using poetic language (similes, metaphors etc.) and
rhyme and repetition. Many of the responses, prose, poetry and drama, reflected deep thought and
candidates’ awareness of the issues related to homework. In some cases, even when candidates
performed poorly on Questions 1 and 2, they were able to manipulate the elements of writing and
composing sufficiently to produce competent answers. What seemed deficient, however, was the
organization and sequencing of ideas, as some candidates hardly used paragraphs in their prose
responses.

Candidate’s Response to Question 3

Homework, O Homework,

You keep me up late,

Sometimes until midnight, sometimes until eight.
You teach me Science, English and Mathematics

You provide me with skills, talents and crucial tactics.

Homework, O Homework

You occupy me on weekends and holidays,

You busy my minds and make me go in a maze,

You keep me away from parties and dances,

You keep me imprisoned and rarely gives me chances.

Homework, O Homework,

You decorate my room with papers and books,
You challenge me with teacher’s angry books,
You make me go blue,

But even though I still love you.

Examiner’s Comments

The candidate wrote a poem in response to Question 3.

35| Page



Recommendations

e For Question 1 (a, b, and c), teachers should teach students about terms such as main idea,
appropriateness and effectiveness of treatment and language techniques. When giving an
answer for the main idea, students should be taught that the response should include the
word ‘that’. When giving an answer for the purpose, the response should include the word
‘to’.

e For Question 2 (a), teachers must explain the meaning of the phrase ‘other than the
composition of the audience’ to students as too many students are listing age/sex/race as
factors to be considered when making an oral presentation. Students should also be informed
that the factors required are those related to delivery and not content of the presentation.

e For Question 2 (c), teachers should ensure that students understand that they must provide
characteristics of the groups they identify, that is, what features of the mentioned group
would make the members interested in the particular presentation.

e  For Question 3, the candidates who wrote poems seemed to be at a greater advantage than
those who wrote prose. Attempts at prose, especially short story and argument, would be
enhanced by effective paragraphing. Teachers need to ensure that the students are familiar
with the basic elements of paragraph construction.

e It should be made clear that responses to Question 3 must be original.
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